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“I
n the struggle 
together, we shall 
overcome.” Those 

were the words spoken by 
Harvey Baxter at a peaceful 
protest Friday night at the 
Superman Statue.

The Together We Rise 
protest was organized to 
support the Black Lives 
Matter movement that is 
re-surging across the nation 
after the death of black 
Minneapolis resident George 
Floyd by a white police officer 
after the officer knelt on 
Floyd’s throat for almost nine 
minutes and suffocating him.

“We will be unified. We will 
come together. We will heal,” 
said Baxter to a crowd of over 
100 people. “I’m encouraged 
about this turnout. I think it’s 
wonderful.”

Public Safety Director 
Harry Masse and Mayor Billy 
McDaniel both spoke at the 
event. Audience members 
were given the opportunity to 
talk about their experiences 
and give their testimonies 
regarding racism and division.

‘We shall overcome’
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Children line the sidewalk at the Superman Statue during a peaceful protest Friday night.
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SPRINGFIELD — Restau-
rants across the state are set 
to open for indoor dining Fri-
day among other additions to 
allowable activities under the 
state’s Restore Illinois plan. The 
state released new guidance for 
reopening businesses Monday.

Restaurants must arrange 
their seating facilities so that 
tables are 6 feet apart, and par-
ties larger than 10 people will not 
be allowed, per state guidelines. 

Standing areas such as bars will 
be allowed to operate at no more 
than 25% of capacity, and staff is 
required to wear face coverings 
when serving customers.

As well, gatherings of 50 people 
— up from 10 — will be allowed 
in Illinois, including at wed-
dings and funerals; and fitness 
centers, movie theaters, muse-
ums and zoos will be allowed to 
reopen with capacity limits and 
health guidelines in place. Indus-
try-specific guidelines from the 
state can be found at Illinois.gov/ 
businessguidelines.

The state continues to see 
downward trends in hospitaliza-
tions and positivity rate of those 
tested for the COVID-19 virus. 
The number of new cases has 
leveled off to about 450 to 700 
daily over the past 10 days, even 
as more businesses and activities 
get the green light to reopen.

Hospital bed, intensive care 
bed and ventilator use by 
COVID-19 patients on Mon-
day all were at lows since the 
state began repor ting the 

State restaurants set to offer  
indoor dining with restrictions
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Beginn ing  in  May 
2021, the Metropolis city 
treasurer will no longer 
be an elected position 
by the residents, but 
will be appointed by the 
mayor with the approv-
al of the city council. 65 
ILCS 5/3.1-20-5 allows 
municipalities with under 

10,000 residents to use an 
appointed treasurer.

The council  passed 
Ordinance 2020-17 Mon-
day night which provid-
ed for the appointment. 
The ordinance states cor-
porate authorities of the 
City of Metropolis find 
the duties of a modern 

City treasurer  
will no longer be 
elected position
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Eight local agencies and organizations 
were awarded a total of $39,000 in grant 
funding last Thursday. The funds were 
distributed by the Illinois COVID-19 

Response (ICRF) through the Southern 
Illinois Community Foundation (SICF) and 
the Massac County United Way.

Local agencies receive $39K 
in COVID-19 relief funding

Pictured from left are Chad Lewis, United Way; Byram Fager, Southern Illinois Community 
Foundation, Caroline Jones, United Way; and Christi Summers, United Way.
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Together We Rise protest gathers at Superman statue
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To schedule an appointment, visit siucu.org or call 618.457.3595.
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