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Brookport City Council
discusses f lap gate issues

The public’s concern over the fl ap 
gate was the fi rst issue questioned 
in the public session of Brookport’s 
city council meeting. Mayor Tami 
Wessel answered apparently the fl ap 
gate was damaged when the liners 
were inserted, but was not evident 
until the river had risen and was 

leaking into the bayou area.
At that time it was not severe and 

the city wanted the river to go down 
so the gate could be inspected and 
any damage claims could be made. 
Unfortunately the rains came and 
the river rose even further. Wessel 
said at the meeting with the Army 
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Eleven water pumps work 24 hours per day pumping water out of the 
bayou in Brookport, due to the high water of the Ohio River.

Please see BROOKPORT | 3A

The beginning of the new decade has 
brought with it two new businesses 
to Metropolis’ Market Street. One of 
those, The 606 Market off ers another 
retail store for people to shop and the 
other — a restaurant, El Toro Loco, 
gives residents and visitors to town an-
other option for dining.

El Toro Loco offi  cially opened Dec. 
18. Owners Jesus Martinez-Garcia and 
his wife, Kathryn Eller, of Metropolis, 
fi led their assumed name business pub-
lication in October last year for their 
restaurant, located at 413B Market 
Street, next door to Sissy’s — A Sweet 
Shoppe.
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Diners at El Toro Loco will notice a mural on the wall, painted by owner 
Jesus Martinez-Garcia’s friend Jose Vera, of Nashville, Tennessee, who com-
pleted the artwork in four days. The word on the wall is the name of Marti-
nez-Garcia’s hometown and features an orange tree, which pays homage to 
his family, which grows oranges and limes.

 

 

 

 

AMY WILLIAMS
The 606 Market owners

Please see BUSINESS | 9A

We’ve already given our readers a look back 
at what happened in 2019, but with a new 
decade ahead, here is the fi nal installment of 
the look back at some of the highlights from the 
past decade in Massac County.

2016
In 2016, the Planet compiled a list of the top 

10 biggest news events from the year and com-
ing in at the number ten spot was the campaign 
to raise funds to make county schools safer. The 

Metropolis Fire Department and Metropolis 
Police Department partnered together to pur-
chase lock-down devices for every school in the 
county, totaling 374 locks. The locks cost $50 
each and were paid for with donations from the 
public, businesses and civic organizations.

At number nine was the fl apgate installation 
in Brookport in the fall of 2016. The new fl ap 
gate on the Ohio River meets the Army Corps of 
Engineers specifi cations. Some of the funding 
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The glow of the ‘diamond ring’ shines bright as the moon cov-
ers the rays of the sun during the 2017 total solar eclipse.

Community mourns the passing 
of Massac County band director

In the last few weeks, residents of 
Massac County rallied around Massac 
Unit One Band Director Da-
vid Hannan, who had fought 
a cancerous brain tumor since 
2015. Hannan had been a mu-
sic teacher for the Unit One 
school district for 18 years. 
It was the fi rst teaching job 
he accepted after graduating 
from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale in 2001.

A community prayer vigil 
was held on Jan. 12 for Han-
nan and other community members 
who had been battling serious health 
battles — Christy Hargan and Hattie 
Thommason.

Band parent Angie Runion created 

a Facebook page Banding together 
for the Hannans with a goal of raising 
$7,500. In just over one week $23,567 
was raised and the fundraiser contin-

ues until Saturday, Feb. 8.
In addition to the Facebook 

fundraiser, local restaurant El 
Tequila held a fundraiser for 
Hannan on Jan. 13 and Sis-
sy’s — a Sweet Shoppe — held 
a receipt drop on Jan. 16.

According to a story by the 
Southern Illinoisan, Han-
nan’s wife, Mandy and her 
brother, Dr. Michael Boyd, 
a neurologist, said in Sep-

tember of 2015, Hannan developed 
headaches, neck pain, sudden and sig-
nifi cant nausea and vomiting during a 
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Hannan

Please see REVIEW | 5A

Please see HANNAN | 5A

Unique Services & Amenities Including:

• Free transport to & from appointments
• Restaurant-style dining - Always available

optional menu, soup of the day
• Semi-private rooms starting at $145 per day


