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Death
inquiry

Illinois State Police (ISP) is still investigating a hit and run, which oc-
curred Dec. 31 on Butler Street killing Jackie D. Laird, 48, of Metropolis.

According to ISP, an unknown white passenger vehicle was traveling 
south on Butler Street and struck Laird, who was walking on the street. 
He was transported by ambulance to Massac Memorial Hospital, where 
he was pronounced deceased.

As of press time, the make and model of the white passenger vehicle 
that struck Laird was unknown.

Anyone with information pertaining to the crash is asked to contact 
ISP District 22 at 618-845-3740.
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Police investigate New
Year’s Eve hit and run
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Rising waters
A portion of the Drouillard Creek Walking Trail and the boat ramp 
are both closed at Fort Massac State Park until further notice due 
to high water. With heavy rain forecasted for the region on Friday 
and Saturday, the waters of the Ohio River will continue to rise for 
several days.

Port District discusses 
Dam 52 possibilities

Although the former Dam 52 is still in 
the process of being dismantled, the Mas-
sac-Metropolis Port District (MMPD) 
has its sights set on trying to obtain the 
property, as Executive Director Scott 
Garrett explained on Jan. 3 during a 
roundtable discussion of city and county 
leaders along with Illinois Sen. Dale Fol-
wer and Illinois Rep. Patrick Windhorst.

MMPD Chairman Richard Kruger wel-
comed port district members, Massac 

County Commissioners Jayson Farmer, Jeff  
Brugger and Jerel Childers and Metropolis 
Mayor Billy McDaniel. The group met in 
council chambers with Fowler and Wind-
horst to discuss the future of the old Dam 52 
property. Garrett explained one project the 
port district is looking at is a road extension 
of Strawberry Road, which would also be an 
improvement to the George Rogers Clark 
Discovery Bike Trail.

The benefi t would re-route a portion 
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Scott Garrett, executive director of the Massac-Metropolis Port District, center, 
shows Illinois Sen. Dale Fowler, right, and Andrew Sisulak, assistant to Fowler, 
where a potential Strawberry Road expansion would be on a map during the hour-
long round table discussion.

A Look Back on the Past Decade

We’ve given our readers a look 
back at what happened last year in 
2019, but with a new decade ahead, 
here is a glance back at some of the 
highlights from the past decade in 
Massac County.

2010

The 1892 Bank building, which 
sits at Third and Ferry streets 
threatened with a demolition 
order due to unsafe conditions, 
was bought by Jim Hambrick, 
who planned to apply for grants to 
restore the building and its histori-
cal integrity.

In April, Save the Massac The-
atre members joined with the City 
of Metropolis to pay for a feasibil-
ity study verifying condition of the 
structure and possibility of recon-
struction. Later the Massac Theatre 
was named to Landmark Illinois’ 
10 Most Endangered Historic 
Places.

In April, Metropolis Planet em-
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The late Noel Neill, the actress 
who por t rayed the f ic t ional 
character Lois Lane in the 1950s 
television series “Adventures of 
Superman,” is all smiles in June 
2010, when she unveiled the Lois 
Lane statue during the Superman 
Celebration.Please see REVIEW | 2A

Please see PORT | 8A

Unique Services & Amenities Including:

• Free transport to & from appointments
• Restaurant-style dining - Always available

optional menu, soup of the day
• Semi-private rooms starting at $145 per day


