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MURPHYSBORO — With 
an increase in positivity rates, 
Gov. JB Pritzker and the Illi-
nois Depar tment of Public 
Health (IDPH) announced 
Monday  that  COVID-19 
resurgence mitigations will 
be implemented in Region 5 
beginning at 12:01 a.m. today, 
Thursday, Oct. 22.

These mitigations do not cur-
rently apply to schools but do 
put limits on restaurants, casi-
nos, bars and social gatherings.

Along with Massac Coun-
ty, Region 5 also consists of 
Alexander, Bond, Clay, Clin-
ton, Crawford, Edwards, 
Fayette, Franklin, Gallatin, 
Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, 
Jasper, Jef ferson, Johnson, 

Lawrence, Madison, Marion, 
Monroe, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, 
Randolph, Richland, St. Clair, 
Saline, Union, Wabash, Wash-
ington, Wayne, White and Wil-
liamson counties.

Pritzker noted the resur-
gence mitigations are because 
the region is seeing a seven-day 
rolling average test positivity 
rate of 8% or above for three con-

secutive days, which exceeds 
the threshold set for establish-
ing mitigation measures in the 
region under the state’s Restore 
Illinois Resurgence Plan.

According to Monday’s report 
by the Southern Seven Health 
Department (S7HD), there are 
22 new recovered cases and 42 
new cases of COVID-19 in the 
Southern Seven region. Cur-

rently, there are 1019 individuals 
from the Southern Seven region 
who have recovered since the 
start of the pandemic in the 
United States.

Of the new cases reported 
by S7HD, four are in Massac 
County: one female in her 20s; 
one female in her 30s; one 

State: COVID-19 mitigations take effect Thursday

BY TERRA TEMPLE

TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the sixth in a series 
examining how local school districts are handling 
instruction in the era of COVID-19. The seventh 
story will appear in next week’s edition.

T
hese days, Richard Jones’ iPhone 
photo gallery contains more than 
photos of his grandson.

It’s chock-full of assignments for and from 
his remote-learning students.

Jones’ 33rd and final year of teaching is 
falling in the year of COVID. In 130 days, he’ll 
be retiring.

Jones’ first three years were scattered 
between the Springfield and Murphysboro 
areas before he joined the Joppa High School 
staff teaching math — calculus, Algebra I, 
geometry and Algebra I — and physics 30 
years ago. He got his physics endorsement 
because of his engineering background.

“When I was in engineering, it seemed like 
the job market got flooded at the time, so you 
either had to have straight A’s or experience,” 
he said. “I didn’t have either, so I went into 
teaching and never regretted it for a minute.”

He’s even learned to embrace the changes 
COVID has brought to education.

“Last spring I began to wonder” what his 
retirement year would be like. “I’m just glad 
we got back. There was a lot of uncertainty 
over the summer.” But as the 2020-21 
school year began, “originally, it was quite a 
challenge, but after about three weeks, this 
became our new routine,” Jones said. “It 
works out great. I have students in class and 
they’ll get their Chromebooks out. We’ll get on 
Google Meets (for the remote students) and 
we broadcast live right from this classroom. 
It’s working all right. I’d like to have all the 
kids back, but if I can’t, this will be OK.”

The Joppa-Maple Grove School District 
rearranged its four-day school week in 
mid-September for classes from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday with 2-3 p.m. open daily for teachers to 
work with remote learners. Wednesday is a 
remote-learning day for all students.

“I feel unfortunate to have the majority of the 
kids four days a week. That’s why you get into 
teaching,” Jones said. “I can do a lot more in the 
classroom than I can remote. Our remote day 
is Wednesday so sometimes I double down on 
Tuesday and teach them a couple of things then 
go off on that on Wednesday.”

Masks also cut into class time. “We do take 
mask breaks every class period, so our time in 
the classroom is reduced. Some topics I might 
normally teach, I don’t. You kind of have to 

Jones: COVID-19 
school schedule has 

become ‘new routine’
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As much as Richard Jones loves to use the Pro-
methean board when he teaches his math and 
physics classes at Joppa High School, there are 
some days when students prefer a different 
technic. Behind him is a physics problem they 
asked him to work out on the chalkboard.
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It began over a cup of coffee and 
ended with a clean slate.

Members of the Metropolis City 
Fire Department were joined Sat-

urday morning by numerous volun-
teers to clean the Metropolis’ entry 
and exit ramps of Interstate 24.

The group worked over 5 ½ hours 
and collected 113 bags of trash.

“I was really surprised we were 

able to clean up all four (ramps) in 
that amount of time,” said Bobby 
Williams, training officer for the 
Metropolis City Fire Department 

Coffee talk sparks cleanup of I-24 ramps 

BY TERRA TEMPLE

TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.
COM

W
ith a few projects 
left to mark off 
the checklist, 

the renovations to the 
now 78-year-old Massac 
County Courthouse are 
almost complete.

“This has been a pro-
cess,” said Jayson Farmer, 
chairman of the Massac 
County Commission. “I 
think it looks a lot better, 
especially when you go 
into the office and see the 
rounded windows; they’re 
gorgeous.”

•••
Replacing all the build-

ing’s single-pane windows 
was just one factor in the 
renovations, but it’s one 
courthouse users can tell a 
difference in.

“The windows are the 
best feature,” said Richard 
Goines, Massac Coun-
ty Probation supervisor. 
“If you saw what we had 
before with the windows, 
it’d blow your mind. The 
glass was single pane and 
it had the glaze around it. 
The glaze was so bad at 
times when the wind would 
blow, the glass would actu-
ally shake. The building’s 
also quieter without the 
window units and you can’t 
hear the cars drive by. It’s 
awesome; it really is.”

Massac County State’s 
Attorney Josh Stratemeyer 

Back Together
Massac County Courthouse offices are under the same roof again 
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• Feb. 8, 1843 — In an act 
by the Illinois legislature, 
Massac County is formed from 
portions of Johnson and Pope 
counties.

• April 29, 1843 — A 
courthouse plan is drafted as 
early county board meetings 
were being held in the 
Manville House, located at 
Ferry and Second streets, 
and circuit court in the old 
Methodist church.

• June 1843 — Two and a 
half acres are deeded for a 
public square.

• 1860 — Plans for a new 
courthouse begin.

• 1862 — First courthouse 
is built.

• 1891 — Jury rooms are 
added.

• 1900 — Fire causes 
considerable damage to the 
building.

• 1942 — The present 
building is completed, 
replacing the original 80-year 
old structure which was 
outmoded and deteriorating.

• April 2014 — Illinois 
Department of Labor receives 
a complaint regarding the 
conditions of the Massac 
County Courthouse citing 
mold and structural problems.

• May 2014 — A new roof is 
installed.

• July 2014 — Leaking in the 
courthouse continues.

• November 2014 — RQAW 
Engineering Firm completes 
a feasibility study outlining 
options for the courthouse: 
move some or all of the 
courthouse offices to another 
location or to completely 
renovate the existing 
courthouse. A courthouse 
committee is formed to 
look into the options, seek 
public input and make a 
recommendation to the 
Massac County Commission.

• 2015 — The county 
receives the former Banterra 
Bank building at 101 W. Eighth 
St. to utilize as a possible new 
courthouse.

• Spring 2016 — The court 

system is moved from the 
courthouse in to the former 
Banterra Bank building, which 
is renamed the Courthouse 
Annex.

• 2017 — After two voting 
attempts at a 1% sales 
tax increase to fund the 
courthouse renovation fail, 
the county borrows $2.6 
million to begin renovations. 
Renovation bids are awarded 
in December.

• 2018 — Phase 1 of the 
renovation is complete.

• October 2019 — Phase 2 
of the renovation is complete.

• August 2020 — The 
court system returns to the 
courthouse.
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With new windows and brickwork, the Massac County Courthouse graces Superman Square.

The large courtroom has new carpet, paint and a TV screen making first appearances 
from the jail an option.

A TIMELINE OF THE MASSAC COUNTY COURTHOUSE
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