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Staff report

Music will be played, grills will be 
fired up and fireworks will be lit as 
communities through the area gear 
up for the Fourth of July holiday.

It will be an evening of fun, food 
and fireworks as Harrah’s Metropo-
lis Casino on Saturday, July 5 hosts 
the Hometown Celebration for the 
entire family, featuring a Kid’s Zone 
with numerous obstacle courses, 
bounce houses and more from 6-9 
p.m.

Food will be provided by Mon-
tego’s To-Go and Sissy’s A Sweet 
Shoppe, along with drinks to pur-
chase throughout the evening.

DJ Michelle Bradley will en-
tertain the crowd throughout the 
evening.

A large display of fireworks 
will be lighting up the sky at ap-
proximately 9:15 p.m. provided by 
Melrose Pyrotechnics. Harrah’s 
Metropolis, Greater Metropolis 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 

and the City of Metropolis have 
sponsored this year’s fireworks 
display.

A $5 entry fee is required for any-
one 2 years and older. The proceeds 
will benefit the Harrah’s Metropolis 
School Supply Giveaway, which 
will be held on Friday, Aug. 9 at the 
Metropolis Community Center.

“This event continues to grow 
and become more popular with our 
area citizens,” says Chad Lewis, 
advertising and public relations 

supervisor and celebration coor-
dinator. “The Hometown Celebra-
tion allows for locals and visitors 
alike to take part in our hometown 
pride while opening the window 
of opportunity to give back to the 
community.”

The Hometown Celebration will 
begin at 6 p.m. It will be located 
in the Harrah’s Metropolis Casino 
parking lot between Ferry and 

FROM PARADES TO FIREWORKS
  Independence Day events are sure to delight
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Unit One: 

Even though Massac Unit One 
does not have a consolidation plan 
for the future, the board heard at 
Monday night’s monthly meeting 
from one parent, Claire Riepe, who 
explained she is against consolida-
tion of the elementary schools.

She has a son Hank who has fin-
ished second grade at Unity Ele-
mentary. She said he struggled, but 
the third grade teacher saw that and 
reached out to him. According to 
Riepe, in bigger schools the quieter 
kids who might be struggling often 
“get lost.” 

She told the board from what she 
has heard, it made her feel consoli-
dation was “already a done deal,” 
and was made very clear to the public.

Unit One Superintendent Jason 
Hayes said currently the board has 
no plan to consolidate and is look-
ing at its options and estimated 
costs of new construction.

Board Chairman Mark Soud-
ers said the board will hold public 
meetings to seek input before mak-
ing any kind of decision and what-
ever the board decides will be on the 
ballot for voters to decide.

Hayes has received two esti-
mates from district architect Mi-
chael Baysinger concerning con-
struction costs. The first figure of 
$23,523,420 is the estimated cost 
of a building approximately 78,000 
square feet, which could house 
three of the Unit One elementary 
schools comfortably.

The second figure of $30,537,557 
is the estimated cost of a building 
about 110,000 square feet, which 
could house three or four elemen-
tary schools comfortably.

Both estimates include adequate 
gym and auditorium for fine arts.

“Again, the board is simply look-
ing at all the options at this point 
in time,” said Hayes, adding, “If the 
construction grant becomes avail-
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School board hears 
consolidation costs,
parental concerns
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Even though the agenda was light 
for June when the Joppa-Maple Grove 
(J-MG) School Board met Monday, 
the meeting marked the beginning of 
an era for Dr. Vickie Artman as the 
new superintendent of the district.

Artman served as J-MG principal 
from July 2005 to December 2012. 
She also served as vice president of 
academic affairs and student learning 
at Shawnee Community College from 
January 2013 to June 2018.

“The transition into my new role as 
superintendent has been very nice,” 
said Artman. “I have received many 
offers of support. I encourage the 
board members, parents and staff to 

come in my office and spend some 
time and talk. I want to build relation-
ships. I’m a strong believer in continu-
ous learning. It doesn’t stop at the end 
of the school day, the end of the school 
year or even at graduation.”

Continuing on with her superinten-
dent’s report, Artman informed the board 

Principal Terri Waddell had applied and 
was awarded a kitchen equipment grant 
for $33,485 for the purpose of replace-
ment, renovation and purchase of kitch-
en equipment at both Maple Grove and 
Joppa Jr/Sr High schools. “The grant 

Artman, J-MG charging ahead
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“I want to build relationships. 
I’m a strong believer in continuous 
learning. It doesn’t stop at the end of 
the school day, the end of the school 
year or even at graduation.”

Dr. Vickie Artman

Recent storms leave 
county with damage

Damage from last week’s storms in Massac County 
was widespread according to Massac County Emer-
gency Services Director Brian Horn during the Tues-
day morning meeting of the Massac County Com-
missioners. Commission Chair Jayson Farmer was 
absent from the meeting.

On June 19 a small storm passed through causing 
some trees to fall down in the Round Knob area.
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As a line of severe thunderstorms passed 
through Massac County on June 21, high 
winds toppled a semi truck in the eastbound 
lane on Interstate 24. Traffic was backed up 
for miles as travelers waited for the semi to 
be towed off of the bridge.
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Between severe thunderstorms on June 21 through June 23, 
many trees throughout the county were uprooted, like this one 
located at 1106 Catherine St. High winds also uprooted several 
trees at Fort Massac State Park.
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FREE DELIVERY FOR A LIMITED TIME: JUNE 24–JULY 29, 2019
with a $20 Minimum order, within 5 mile radius.
Additonal fee may apply over 5 miles radius.
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