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MOVING DAY

BY DAVID ZOELLER
METROPOLIS PLANET

Big John grocer y con-
tinues to follow Southern 
Seven Health Department 
guidelines after reporting 
two positive COVID-19 
cases among its staff last 
week.

The Pool family, which 
owns the business, out-
lined the situation in a 
Facebook post.

“One case was diag-
nosed from a return trip 
to Florida.  Both asso-
ciates have not been in 

the store in nine days,” 
according to the post 
from a week ago.

“The Southern Seven 
Health Depar tment has 
completed the interviews 
and tracking and, based 
on that, we do have a very 
small group that have 
been in quarantine.”

Store manager Rob Lar-
rison said Tuesday that 
some quarantined employ-
ees have returned to work 
while a couple are still out.

Above: John Niehoff, of Mari-
on-based Muscle Relocation, 

moves a box of office supplies 
into the Massac County Court-

house for the circuit clerk’s 
office. Offices that had been 

housed in the courthouse 
annex for years due to renova-
tions are moving back into the 

main courthouse.

Right: Massac County Deputy 
Circuit Clerks Mollie Foss (left) 
and Kristal Arden move office 
furniture in their new office in 

the Massac County Courthouse 
on Tuesday afternoon. The 

clerk’s office had been housed 
in the courthouse annex due to 
renovations to the courthouse 

that began years ago.
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BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — The state 
of Illinois is about to invest 
$40 million into developing an 
inland river port that officials 
hope will produce thousands 
of new jobs and turn the small 
town of Cairo into a major 
shipping hub.

Gov.  JB Pri tzker trav-
eled to Cairo on Tuesday to 
announce the project, calling 
it “a game-changing invest-
ment for our transportation 
and logistics industry right 
here in Cairo.”

“This port project has the 
potential to represent the very 
best of our state’s future,” 
Pritzker said, “because this is 
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in Cairo 

river port
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investment can 
turn southern 

Illinois into major 
shipping hub

BY ANN DOUGLAS
THE METROPOLIS PLANET

Brookport customers who 
have outstanding water bills 
are being urged to contact 
City Clerk Lori  Klotz to 
arrange a payment schedule 
as disconnections for non-
payment are scheduled to 
resume this week.

Due to the COVID-19 out-
break and the need for con-
stant hand-washing and sani-
tizing, water service was not 
disconnected for non-payment 

Water 
cutoffs to 
resume in 
Brookport

BY DAVID ZOELLER
METROPOLIS PLANET

Massac County Clerk Hailey Mills’ 
office has begun processing applica-
tions for residents who wish to vote by 
mail in the Nov. 3 general election.

Last week, the clerk’s office mailed 
out 5,819 applications to anyone who 
has voted in the last three elections, 
updated their registration since March 
18 or registered since that date.

The mailing is related to addressing 
concerns voters may have about voting 
in person due to COVID-19, Mills said.

However, she stressed the polls 
will be open as usual Nov. 3, and any-
one who wishes to vote in person can 
simply disregard the application they 
received in the mail.

“We’ve had lots of calls, because this 
is the first time we’ve just mailed out 
a bunch of applications at once,” Mills 
said. “Usually, people have to call and 
request an application and then we 
mail it.”

While the clerk’s office is processing 
applications as they receive them, bal-
lots for mail-in voting will be sent out 

beginning Sept. 24. Early voting at the 
county clerk’s office is also scheduled 
to begin on that date.

For the general election, “All poll-
ing places will still be open (6 a.m. to 
7 p.m.),” Mills said. “We’ll have hand 
sanitizer and the poll workers will be 
wearing masks.”

In addition, “We will keep track of 
those who have voted by mail so the 
poll workers will know on election day 
who has already voted,” Mills said.

Clerk’s office begins mail-in ballot process

Big John following 
COVID-19 protocols

BY DAVE THOMPSON
THE METROPOLIS PLANET

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues its 
assault on America and the globe, sustained 
disruptions to individual and collective life-
styles can combine to cause significant mental 
stress.

Essential workers cope with increasing 
workloads even as their children face the pros-
pect of virtual instruction in the coming school 
year, many nonessential workers remain laid 
off or unemployed with diminishing hope of 
quickly getting back in the workforce and 

masks ,  a long 
with social and 
business restric-
tions cause heat-
ed personal and 
political debate 
as many grapple 
with the fear of 
catching a poten-
t i a l l y  d e a d l y 
virus.

“What we’re seeing is really an across the 
board increase in psychological stress and 
psychological disorders,” said Michael Bor-
dieri, an assistant professor of psychology at 
Murray State University.

“There’s still such a great deal of uncertain-
ty about what this means.”

America settling into ‘a new normal’

Mental health experts  
see resilience in adapting 

to stress of pandemic
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