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THE PLANET

The Metropolis Lions Club 
has reluctantly cancelled its 
annual Labor Day Parade over 
concerns about the potential 
spread of COVID-19.

“We just decided that is was 
impossible for ever yone to 
social distance, even for the 
parade participants,” said Max-
ine Russell, club secretary.

“Normally we have the high 
school band. We didn’t think 
there would be a way to do that 
... the virus has stymied every-
thing.”

According to Russell, there 
was obvious concern for the 
children’s safety, par ticular-
ly when it comes to the candy 
thrown by parade participants.
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The city council approved 
the hiring of Wayne Helm 
as the new manager of the 
Metropolis Municipal Airport 
on Monday night, ef fective 
Sept. 1.

The move was recommend-
ed by Mayor Billy McDaniel 
who informed the council that 
Jerry Caudle, the long-time 
manager of the facility, is step-
ping down for health reasons.

“He’s been the airpor t 
manager for probably in 
excess  o f  25 -30  years , ” 
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A male is his 70s is the first 
confirmed death in Massac 
County related to COVID-19, 
the Southern Seven Health 
Department announced Tues-
day.

No other information will 
be released on the death, due 
to issues of privacy related to 
the Health Insurance Porta-
bility and Accountability Act 
of 1996, according to Shawnna 
Rhine, S7HD community out-
reach coordinator.
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While William and Laura 
Nichols paid for the new 
fountain that adorns the 
front of their downtown bed 
and breakfast, they say it 
really belongs to the entire 
community.

Since 2005, the couple 
have owned the Riverview 
Mansion Bed and Breakfast 
at 205 Metropolis St.

The previous fountain was 
vandalized last New Year’s 
Eve. And, while they always 
planned to replace it, along 
the way COVID-19 contrib-
uted to several delays in the 
replacement process.

Installation was completed 
Monday on the new foun-
tain, topping off an approx-
imately eight-month pro-
cess. The coronavirus not 
only impacted delivery and 
installation of the fountain, 
it has also wreaked havoc 
on almost every aspect of 
life. For that reason, William 
Nichols see the fountain as a 
sort of symbol the commu-
nity can rally around.

“Because this is 2020 we 
decided to put it up now 
basically as a memorial or 

Riverview B&B installs 
‘community’ fountain

DAVID ZOELLER | The Planet

William and Laura Nichols show off their “new” attraction, an 8-foot-high fountain in the front 
of their business, The Riverview Mansion Bed and Breakfast. The fountain replaces one which 
was vandalized last New Year’s Eve.

Labor Day Parade canceled over COVID-19 concerns

Safety concerns related to COVID-19 led the Metropolis Lions Club to can-
cel this year’s Labor Day Parade. Members felt it would be too difficult to 

maintain social distancing among parade participants and the public.
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CARBONDALE, Ill. — A low census 
response rate in southern Illinois is 
putting millions of federal dollars for 
infrastructure improvements, educa-
tion and social service programs at 
risk.

As of Monday, only about 46% of Car-

bondale households had responded to 
the 2020 census survey, The Southern 
Illinoisan reports. City of ficials esti-
mate a loss of about $1,600 per year for 
every person who fails to respond — 
or $16,000 over a decade. The census 
count concludes Sept. 30.

Most southern Illinois counties’ 

response rate is significantly below the 
overall Illinois response rate of 69%.

Carbondale Planning Director Chris 
Wallace said the city’s low response 
rate is mostly tied to Southern Illinois 
University students. College students 

Illinois low census response rate puts 
state at risk for fewer federal dollars
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Accepting New Admissions!

Call Us For A Virtual Tour.


