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When Kelly Lunsford joined the 
Metropolis Chamber of Commerce, 
she was wanting to get involved in 
the community and, as a business 
owner, see what the chamber is all 
about.

“Once I got in, I really dove in 
deep,” she said, with a laugh.

Five years later, Lunsford is 
chamber’s new president and ready 
to help others.

“I feel like it’s a good organization 
to be involved in because it helps 
our community and businesses,” 
said Lunsford, the owner of Kelly’s 
Mane Image. “The motivation you 
get from other business owners as 
being part of the chamber — if I 
have a question, I can call or con-
tact any member and they would 
help me out anyway they could. 
We support each other very well 

and do a really good job motivating 
each other, I feel.”

That support and motivation was 
especially needed in 2020 and is 
something Lunsford hopes contin-
ues in 2021.

“Last year was kind of a struggle 
for everybody,” she said. “I’m hop-
ing that this year will grow us. I’d 
like to see us work together as a 
community and as businesses and 
help our town prosper. I’m hoping 
we can reach out to each other and 
support each other.”

SHOPPING LOCAL

Just prior to the star t of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Lunsford 
began noticing more folks starting 
to shop local. In the months since, 
“the word of ‘Shop Local’ has really 
come in this past year,” she said. 
“I think it was starting to before 
COVID, but after COVID, they (the 
community) realized they need to 
support local; and they’re still sup-
porting local.

“COVID hit us hard — a lot of 
our businesses had to shut their 
doors for two months — from 
March 21 until May 29, we were 

closed,” she continued. “But I feel, 
our community really supported us 
when the doors did open and get 
us through that. I had many cus-
tomers tell me they were shopping 
and supporting local as much as 
they could — eating out a couple 
nights a week, going to the stores 
and shopping. I feel we did have a 
tremendous amount of people come 
out last year during COVID to sup-
port us, so I’m hoping they’ll carry 
that on throughout this year.”

During that reopening, the cham-
ber did its part to help business-
es around Metropolis, allowing 
non-members to participate also.

“We were very good last year giv-
ing information to non-members,” 
said Kathy Rushing, who served as 
the 2020 chamber president. “Kel-
ly’s done a fantastic job on recruit-
ing some old members that hadn’t 
rejoined in a couple of years and 
some new members, trying to grow 
our membership. She’s got a good 
exec team of officers — first vice 
president April Reed, second vice 
president Ericca Arthur and trea-
surer Maggie Rzechula.”

Lunsford: Business, community 
support is important for growth 
Chamber president 

motivated by 
fellow members
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New president Kelly Lunsford (right) is presented the official Metropolis Chamber of Commerce notebook by past 
president Kathy Rushing.
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After a 90-minute discussion Monday 
with input from parents, teachers and 
principals, the Massac Unit 1 Board of 
Education amended its January decision 
concerning the March 8 instructional tran-
sition.

Starting Monday, March 8, students will 
be going to school five days a week from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The full-remote option will 
be limited to those who complete a medi-
cal exemption form.

The board voted 5 to 2, with members 
Mike Souders and Jeff Brugger against.

In January, the board voted students 
would be returning to a full school day and 
full five-day week for the school year’s final 
nine weeks and not offer full-remote learn-
ing as an option.

But after hearing from teachers’ union, 
parents and principals, somewhat of a com-
promise was reached.

“The board took a lot of time to consider 
different options, they listened to differ-
ent opinions,” superintendent Jason Hayes 
said. “There was a lot of debate on it — 
there were parents in the audience, some 
teachers, principals — so there was input 
from different stakeholders. There were 
some board members (Souders and Brug-
ger) who voted ‘no’ because they wanted 
to keep it the same, while others wanted 
to go back a full day. At the end of the day, 
they kind of landed in the middle. I feel 
like the board really thought long and hard 
on it and this is what they ended up with. 
We’ll do what we can to make it work.”

MCEA union president Aaron Clark 
addressed the board stating the staff felt 
like they were not ready to go all day yet. 
Hayes in his report said only 30% of the 
staff said they were ready for full-time 
instruction.

In the last month, Unit 1 has gone from 
466 students on full-remote to 406. The 
majority, 171, are at Massac County High 
School.

“We brought 60 kids back in a month’s 
time. My biggest concern with trying to 
transition to anything new is those remote 
kids and our teachers’ ability to have time 
to deal with them adequately. There was 
much discussion about that,” Hayes said.

In the end, the board’s vote to avoids 
the lunch time quandary, especially at the 
high school, junior high and Metropolis 
Elementary.

Unit 1’s 5-day 
week begins 
March 8 with 
modifications
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Metropolis Public Library 
director Lori Bruce was pleas-
antly surprised the day Darryl 
F. Jones came in with a variety 
of abstract art prints with the 
proceeds to benefit the library.

Then, not long afterward, 
COVID-19 hit, leaving the 
prints, showcasing a variety 
of patterns in a variety of 
colors, to brighten dif ferent 
areas of the library.

And while the staf f has 
enjoyed them, it’s time they 
found new homes.

The prints are available 
in 20-by-30-inch wall art $33 
or desk top art, available in 
three sizes: 4-by-6-inch for 
$8.50, 5-by-7-inch for $10.50 
or 8-by-10-inch for $12.50.

Jones is the former treasur-
er for the library’s executive 
board. A retiree, he likes cre-
ating abstract art.

Local artist assisting 
Metropolis Public Library
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Abstract art prints by Darryl F. Jones are available from the Metropolis Public Library. Proceeds will 
benefit the library.
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