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A statewide area of focus is 
recruiting and retaining teach-
ers, and increasing diversity of 
the teacher workforce, said Ken-
tucky Council on Postsecond-
ary Education President Aaron 
Thompson at a recent meeting 
with the Commonwealth Educa-

tion Continuum.
The group met to develop rec-

ommendations to strengthen 
Kentucky’s education-to-work-
force pipeline.

The Commonwealth Educa-
tion Continuum is made up of 28 
members who represent a wide 
range of expertise, from early 
childhood to workforce develop-

ment. It is a partnership between 
the Council on Postsecondary 
Education, the Kentucky Edu-
cation and Workforce Develop-
ment Cabinet and the Kentucky 
Department of Education. The 
continuum’s goal is to improve 
Kentucky’s education-to-work-
force pipeline and help people 
through educational transitions, 

from early childhood on into 
their career.

“We have to get more people 
in our classrooms, but more 
importantly, we have to build 
a minority educator workforce 
with a leadership trajector y,” 
Thompson said. “This is a cru-
cial area we have to address 
immediately.”

The group’s recommenda-
tions included ideas for a mes-
saging campaign to help bol-
ster the education profession, 
including recruiting militar y, 
ROTC and JROTC participants 
to pursue teaching. Also dis-
cussed was increasing teacher 
pay and developing an equitable 
approach to pay raises.

CEC: Teacher recruitment, retention a priority
Continuum developing recommendations to strengthen education-to-workforce pipeline

BY JEFF D’ALESSIO
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

The lessons taught by Lake-
wood Elementary School teach-
er Billy Staples went well beyond 
a textbook or computer screen.

Providing life lessons, Hardin 
County Schools Superintendent 
Teresa Morgan 
said, were among 
the many teach-
ing qualities of 
Staples.

Staples ,  who 
taught at sever-
a l  e l e m e n t a r y 
schools in Hardin 
County Schools 
over a lengthy teaching career, 
died Saturday morning from 
COVID-19 complications.

He was 48.
“He impacted the lives of sev-

eral generations of students and 
their families,” Morgan said in 
a statement. “He did more than 
provide knowledge of the essen-
tial skills of writing, reading and 
math. He created and nurtured 
relationships with students that 
taught them how to care for oth-
ers. He modeled his strong mor-
als and integrity each day in and 
out of the classroom.

“The indelible mark he made 
on students will continue to 
carry them through life’s chal-
lenges and joys,” she added.

When school returns from fall 
break today, a team of addition-
al counselors will be at Lake-
wood to help students and staff 
through the grieving process for 
as many days as needed, HCS 
spokesman John Wright said.

Staples, of Big Clifty, was 
a math support teacher for all 
grades at Lakewood. He started 
in 1998 with HCS and taught at 
Parkway Elementary, the former 
Sonora Elementary, the former 
L ynnvale Elementar y School 

Beloved 
Lakewood 
Elementary 

teacher 
passes away
Staples, who battled 
COVID-19, was 48

Billy Staples

BY ERIC WALKER
EWALKER@MAY

FIELD-MESSENGER.COM

It’s crazy to think that a kid 
from Paducah who spent his 
formative years on the baseball 
field at Noble Park trying to get 
on base by not swinging at any 
pitches and who stuck with the 
Reidland school band despite an 
initial rocky relationship with 
the French horn would end up a 
prized part of a National Hockey 
League team’s home ice experi-
ence.

But it’s not. It’s KRAZY! “Krazy 
Kyle” to be exact.

I t ’s  a lso crazy that  Kyle 
Hankins just started his 19th year 
as the Nashville Predators’ game 
organist when the team hosted 
their season opener Thursday. 
And what’s even crazier is that he 

got the gig because he was need-
ing some “me time” and figured 
taking in a hockey game while 
playing music would do the trick.

Hankins and his wife, Paula, 
have three children — Madeline, 
Nicholas and Jonathan — and 
Kyle was a stay-at-home dad to 
the trio in 2002 when he came 
across an item in The Tennes-
sean newspaper that the Preds 
were auditioning for an organist.

“I was looking for anything to 
get out of the house for a cou-
ple of hours,” Hankins recalled. 
“They were trying to add differ-
ent things to the game experi-
ence and I thought, ‘I’m not nec-
essarily an organist but I sure 
would like to go watch some 
hockey!’ ”

Journey from Reidland band to 
hockey showman is ‘KRAZY!’

Photos provided

Paducah native Kyle Hankins sits at the organ in Bridgestone Arena where he plays a wide range of tunes as “Krazy Kyle” with the Nashville 
Predators hockey team to get the crowd excited and into the games. Hankins started his 19th year as organist for the Predators this past 
week as the 2021-22 NHL season got underway.

Kyle Hankins graduated from Reidland High School in 1985. 
He was a member of the RHS marching band and also played 
piano at Reidland Baptist Church before moving to Nashville 
to attend Belmont University.

BY KELLY FARRELL
KFARRELL@PADUCAHSUN.COM

I
f you’ve been around downtown 
Paducah in the past week, chances 
are you’ve seen the large, brightly 

colored mural on an exterior wall of 
Citizens Gym, where new public art 
now welcomes people to the city.

The spray painted mural, created by 
local artist Toney Little, has tributes that 

celebrate the Paducah community — 
both obvious and subtle.

It shows an atom symbol, raindrops, 
dogwood flowers and a quilt, ceramic 
tiles — in homage to the late artist Sarah 
Roush, the stitches of baseballs, and a big 
train, while a depiction of the river runs 
across it.

Artist’s mural adds public 
art to downtown Paducah

Local artist Toney Little (pictured) stands near his latest mural Friday  
in downtown Paducah. He finished the spray-painted mural on the exterior  

wall of Citizens Gym this past Monday. Owners Adam Moyers and Brandi  
Harless commissioned the large, colorful mural near a busy street corner, which  
was funded mostly through private donations, along with a grant from the city.
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