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Small town
advantage

Independent pharmacies that serve Med-
icaid and Medicare patients in small com-
munities in Illinois will soon start receiving 
additional payments from the state.

More than 70 independent pharmacies 
in largely rural and downstate communities 
will benefit from $4.7 million, including Me-
tropolis Drugs II in Metropolis.

The Department of Healthcare and Fam-
ily Services confirmed June 24 it has begun 
implementing a program lawmakers estab-
lished in 2018 known as the Critical Access 
Care Pharmacy Program, which provides 
up to $10 million a year in additional re-
imbursements for independent, brick and 
mortar pharmacies located in counties with 
fewer than 50,000 people.

Under the program, qualifying pharma-
cies receive quarterly payments from the 
state, based on the number of prescriptions 
they fill, which are reimbursed by the state’s 
Medicaid/Medicare program.

The legislature created the critical access 
pharmacy program (Public Act 100-587; HB 
3342) with the intention of providing funds 
for the sustainability of independent phar-
macies negatively impacted by reimburse-
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“People really need to 
educate themselves and 
speak to representatives 

and senators.”

Tim Lawson
Metropolis Drugs II

Metropolis Drugs II 
to receive $69,802 
due to new program

Please see FUNDING | 3A

The Massac Memorial Clinic, lo-
cated at 1204 W. 10th St., will soon 
undergo renovations doubling the size 
of the facility and adding an additional 
31 parking spots according to Chad 
Murray, zoning and mapping coordi-
nator for the City of Metropolis.

Steven Feeler, owner and archi-
tect with Feeler S. Architects from 
St. Louis, told the Planning Com-
mission on June 20 the clinic will 
have a solid glass window front to 
mimic the Orthopaedic Institute 
building on East Fifth Street to have 
a “consistent, visual approach.” 
Massac Memorial Hospital (MMH) 
is part owner of the orthopaedic 
surgery center. 

An additional 8000 square feet 
will be added to the clinic’s west 
side. Across the glass front will be a 
waiting area with clinics against the 
back wall.

Currently the clinic has a primary 

Massac Memorial reveals 
$7 million renovation plan
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For the upcoming taxing cycle Mas-
sac County’s property owners will be 
able to pay their tax bills like always, 
at the Massac County treasurer’s of-
fice, but they will have two other ways 
to submit their payments — at City 
National Bank (CNB) — both branch-
es or online at www.govtechtaxpro.
com.

“It [GovTech] offers online avail-
ability to our taxpayers. When I spoke 
with CNB they offered their service 
as another convenience with longer 
hours of operation, and also help-
ing the community. Basically, giving 
the citizens of Massac County con-
venience and options,” said Massac 
County Treasurer Jody Haverkamp.

Taxpayers may make payments in 
CNB’s main lobbies, drive thru or the 
walk-ups. Haverkamp stressed prop-
erty owners must have payment stub 
and, “Remember the due date is the 
due date,” encouraging customers to 
check the dates.

Connie Kieffer, products consul-
tant with GovTech Services Inc., was 
in Massac County June 27 to provide 
training to the Massac treasurer’s of-
fice, as well as the treasurer’s offices of 
Pope and Hamilton counties.

“As soon as the counties provide 
us their new tax files with the new 
amounts, we will do some testing then 
release it to the public,” said Kieffer.

According to Kieffer, the public and 
taxpayers may start with their coun-
ty’s website, if they have one, which 

would link to GovTech’s website.  
However, individuals may go directly 
to www.govetechtaxpro.com website 
and go the “parcel search tab.” Tax-
payers can then search for their prop-
erties by owner name or address.

According to Kieffer, if taxpayers 
are processing as an ACH — funds are 
coming directly from their checking 
account to the collectors account —
the fee is $2 per transaction.

Taxpayers can pay as many par-

cels as they want for one transaction 
fee. If they are using a credit or debit 
card, there is a convenience fee per-
centage charged, calculated on the 
total tax amount sent to the shopping 
cart. That convenience fee percentage 
amount is based on the volume antici-
pated so it will be different in almost 
all counties.

“The payers can contact the county 

Office trained on GovTech for online payments
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Architect rendering of the renovated Massac Memorial Clinic.
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Chad Murray (far left) presents plans to the Metropolis Planning Com-
mission for renovations to the Massac Memorial Medical Clinic at its 
June 20 meeting. Members pictured from left are Chairman Clyde Wills, 
Mayor Billy McDaniel and Ken Kovacs.Please see RENO | 5A
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Connie Kieffer (standing, right), products consultant with GovTech 
Services Inc., provided training on GovTech to Massac, Pope and Ham-
ilton County treasurers on June 27 at Massac County Treasurer Jody 
Haverkamp’s office. This year real estate property owners will have the 
option to pay their taxes online. Mobile home taxes will still have to be 
paid at the treasurer’s office.

Please see GOVTECH | 8A

People living in Massac County may start 
hearing loud noises within the next few 
weeks because Brookport Lock and Dam 52 
on the Ohio River is set to be demolished.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers an-
nounced on Monday a public meeting has 
been scheduled for 6 p.m. tonight, July 11 
at Brookport City Hall. All area residents 
are encouraged to attend to be informed on 
how the demolition of the dam will proceed.

The contract was recently awarded to C.J. 
Mahan Construction Co., located in Colum-
bus, Ohio. To perform this work, which 
could take up to two years to complete, the 
contractor will utilize blasting methods to 
fracture portions of the concrete structure.

This will include two test blasts and a se-
ries of daily production blasts.

Test blasts will take approximately one 
day each. The first test blast will be complet-
ed on the Kentucky abutment and the sec-
ond will be performed on the downstream 
approach wall. It is anticipated test blasting 
will occur in late July.

Production blasting will commence shortly 
after test blasting is completed with daily 
blasting activities Monday through Saturday 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Access to the 
blasting area will be controlled by closing the 
public boat ramp in Brookport and stopping 
all river traffic between the Brookport Bridge 
and I-24 Bridge during blasting operations.

There will also be three audible safety 
warnings used each day of blasting:

Open meeting 
on dam demo 
set for July 11

Staff report
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