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Blue skies and sunshine were 
abundant at Saturday’s Massac 
County American Cancer Society 
(ACS) Colors of Cancer Relay For 
Life event, with $78,034 raised as 
of Saturday afternoon for the fight 
against cancer.

“The Colors of Cancer event 
started at 9:30 a.m. with the open-
ing ceremony, and cancer survivors 
and caregivers were recognized 
thereafter. Our inaugural Color 
Fun Run kicked off at 10 a.m., and 

I think it was a huge success,” said 
Olivia Majerchin, ACS community 
development manager. “We had 
close to 50 runners and walkers for 
our first year, which was great. The 

color throw finale at the end was 
just icing on the cake.

“Having cancer is hard, but 

Massac ACS Colors of Cancer 
Relay For Life raises $78,034

BY LINDA KENNEDY
news@metropolisplanet.com
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A colorful ending — the 50 runners and walkers who participated in the first ever Massac County Relay For 
Life Color Fun Run were blasted with various colors along the route and were given one last blast with several 
colors at the end of the run, with Relay volunteers spraying color onto the participants.

“Having cancer is hard, but honoring 
survivors and caregivers during the opening 

ceremony provided us with such 
power and hope.”

Olivia Majerchin
ACS community development manager

Please see CANCER | 9A

Brookport 
may see water 
rates rise $13

Brock Teichmiller, senior rural develop-
ment specialist with Rural Community As-
sistance Partnership (RCAP), distributed 
handouts to Brookport city council mem-
bers at a special called meeting on Sept. 19, 
reflecting the actual costs of the water and 
waste departments, according to the last 
five years of audits.

The only difference with these handouts 
than the ones he gave out at the June 11 
special called meeting was the additional 
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Metropolis city council approves budget for fiscal 2019-20

Following a 30 minute public meet-
ing Monday night, the Metropolis City 
Council approved the 2019-20 fiscal year 
budget after suspending the rules. The 
public meeting was to allow city accoun-
tant Linda Smith to provide a presenta-

tion and summary of the Appropriation 
Ordinance before it was adopted by the 
council, and to allow the public to com-
ment or ask questions. Only one resident 
showed up for the meeting.

The approved budget estimates 
$12,043,610 in revenues this year, 
down from $12,354,353. Expenses were 

also cut in many departments from the 
2018-19 fiscal year. The largest de-
creases in department expenses are:
n General Administrative De-

partment, $8,365,117, down from 
$9,046,929 (wages and intergovern-
mental operating transfers)
n Airport Fund, $160,800, down 

from $385,700 (Illinois Department of 
Transportation improvement grants)
n Light Department, $9,289,324, 

down from $9,981,900 (wages and 
electric system improvements)
n Sewer Department, $873,000 
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Realistic wreck
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Last Friday morning, as the Air Evac medical helicopter prepares to land, Massac County High School 
sophomore drivers education students get to see first-hand what could happen and what goes on when 
there is a report of a vehicle accident. In the scenario a teenage driver, who had been drinking, “T-boned” 
a pickup truck, causing the driver of the truck to die and injuring three of his passengers. Multiple local 
agencies participated, including Metropolis Police Department, Metropolis Fire Department, Massac County 
Fire Department, Massac Emergency Medical Services and Brookport Fire Department. Students saw how 
emergency personnel have to cut through vehicles in order to free individuals who are trapped. The mock drill 
was coordinated by Massac County and Metropolis Emergency Management agencies.

Please see BUDGET | 2A

Project adds 
encouragement  
to city pool

Audrey Thompson, 14, of Metropo-
lis, is a freshman at Massac County High 
School and has been a part of Girl Scouts 
ever since starting out in the Daisies. She 
is currently hoping to provide messages of 
encouragement and positivity to the people 
who visit the Metropolis City Pool next sea-
son with her Silver Award Project.

“I was having trouble thinking of a proj-
ect to do and so I started to think of dif-
ferent things I was good at, and I enjoyed 
doing. The main thing that came to mind 
was painting. My project just took off from 
there,” said Thompson. She decided to 
paint the bathroom stalls of public rest-
rooms in her area.

Thompson took her idea to Metropo-
lis Mayor Billy McDaniel, who then asked 
for permission from Pris Abell, parks and 
recreation director. “I am all about sending 
positive messages that may improve self es-
teem. The pool is a place of acceptance, and 
we try to stress inclusiveness,” said Abell, 
adding, “My staff will love this. It’s great, 
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Audrey Thompson puts the finishing 
touches to one of the inspiring messages 
she painted on bathroom stall doors at 
the Metropolis City Pool bathhouse.
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