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The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC) and Il-
linois Department of Trans-
portation (IDOT) have started 
preliminary engineering and 
environmental analysis work 
for the eventual replacement 
of the U.S. 51 Ohio River “Cai-
ro” Bridge between Wickliff e, 
Kentucky, and Cairo.

The project team has sched-
uled public meetings to update 
the public on progress, and 
gather public comments to as-
sist with decision-making as 
the project moves forward.

A meeting will be held from 
5-7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 10 
at Cairo High School, located 

at 401 Sycamore St.
KYTC District 1 Chief Engi-

neer Kyle Poat urged anyone 
with an interest in the project 
to plan to attend.

“We are asking area resi-
dents, those who cross the U.S. 
51 Ohio River Bridge, busi-
nesses that depend on com-
merce created by bridge traffi  c 
and shippers who have trucks 
hauling materials across the 
bridge to attend,” Poat said. 
“We’ll share some displays and 
provide an update on progress 
to this point. We’ll also seek 
public input to help keep the 
project moving forward.”

Anyone who is unable to at-
tend may view displays at the 

KYTC Paducah offi  ce with the 
public comment period re-
maining open for about two 
weeks.

The U.S. 51 Ohio River 
Bridge, also known as the 
Cairo Bridge, carries approxi-
mately 5,500 vehicles across 
the Ohio River each day be-
tween Wickliff e and Cairo. 
Trucks account for about 35 
percent of that cross-river traf-
fi c.

The bridge was constructed 
by the Cairo Bridge Com-
mission as a toll facility and 
opened to traffi  c in 1937. Tolls 
were removed from the cross-
ing in 1948 when the highway 
departments of Kentucky and 

Illinois took over maintenance 
of the structure.

It immediately connects 
with the U.S. 60/U.S. 62 Mis-
sissippi River Bridge to Bird’s 
Point, Missouri at the south-
ern tip of Illinois, creating a 
major transportation link con-
necting Kentucky, Illinois and 
Missouri.

Handouts containing in-
formation about this project, 
comment sheets and displays 
will be available at the meet-
ing.

The meetings will be held 
in an open house format with 
no formal presentation. Rep-
resentatives of KYTC, IDOT 
and consultants on the proj-

ect team will be available to 
answer questions and gather 
public comments and input.

In 2014, a planning study 
commissioned by KYTC rec-
ommended a preferred corri-
dor for a new bridge immedi-
ately upstream of the existing 
U.S. 51 crossing.

Information about the proj-
ect is available online at www.
US51Bridge.com.

Individuals or organizations 
who wish to submit comments 
outside of the public meet-
ings may contact Chris Kuntz, 
PE, at the KYTC District 1 Of-
fi ce, 5501 Kentucky Dam Rd., 
Paducah, KY, 42003 or by 
calling 270-898-2431.
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Public meetings set on U.S. 51 bridge project

The Southern Illinois 
Healthcare (SIH) Foun-
dation received a $1000 
donation from The 
Hope Light Founda-
tion, which will be used 
to help SIH in its fi ght 
against cancer.

The SIH Foundation, 
a not-for-profi t tax-
exempt organization, 
is the charitable arm 
of SIH and was estab-
lished to receive phil-
anthropic gifts on be-
half of Herrin Hospital, 
Memorial Hospital in 
Carbondale, St. Joseph 
Memorial Hospital in 
Murphysboro and the 
SIH Cancer Institute in 
Carterville.

Funds raised by the 
foundation are used to 

support the SIH mission 
of improving the health 
and well being of all 
people in communities 
they serve.

This year, more than 
7,400 southern Illinois 
residents will be diag-
nosed with cancer and 
more than 2,800 of the 
residents will die from 
this deadly disease.

Last year the SIH 
Cancer Institute treated 
more than 3450 infu-
sion, lab, radiation and 
medical oncology pa-
tients from 29 counties 
resulting in over 53,000 
annual visits.

Both during and fol-
lowing cancer treat-
ment, the Cancer In-
stitute also addresses 
patient’s physical, cog-

nitive and emotional 
concerns caused by the 
disease and treatment to 
strengthen the patients 
return to full ability and 
enhance quality of life.

The Hope Light Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t tax exempt 
charitable organization 
with a mission to com-
municate all-cancers 
awareness information 
with a focus on primary 
prevention, early detec-
tion and survivorship 
using their website and 
evidence-based out-
reach activities in Illi-
nois, Kentucky and Mis-
souri.

The major contributor 
of the Foundation is the 
George A. Bates Memo-
rial Foundation.
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Volunteers with the SIH Foundation, a not-for-profit tax-exempt organization, 
recently received a $1,000 donation from The Hope Light Foundation to help 
people who are fighting cancer. Pictured are, from left, Charlene Hudson, 
SIH Cancer Institute; Jill Gobert, SIH Foundation; Rudy Bess, The Hope Light 
Foundation; Jennifer Badiu, SIH Cancer Institute; and Mike Murray, George A. 
Bates Memorial Foundation. 
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