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A Thursday night fire at the skate 
park on Metropolis Street is under 
investigation by the Illinois State 
Police’s Division of Criminal Investi-
gations and the State Fire Marshall’s 
office.

According to Metropolis Police 
Chief Harry Masse, multiple agencies 
responded to the fire between 11 p.m. 
and midnight on March 27.

While responding to the fire, investi-
gators found a body inside the car.

The police department called in the 
coroner, the fire marshal and ISP.

The investigation is ongoing.
Any tips should be directed to 618-

542-2171.
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From egg hunts to sunrise services, 
area residents will have the opportunity 
to enjoy various Easter events next week.

Massac County Ministerial Alli-
ance will host Good Friday services 
at 12:10 p.m. Friday at First Christian 
Church, located at 420 Catherine St., in 
Metropolis.

Jim Duncan, preacher at Zion Evan-
gelical Church, will bring the message. 
The public is invited to attend the ser-
vice, which will last around 30 minutes. 
COVID protocols will be followed.

Community Christian Church, 1150 
Country Club Rd, Metropolis, will host 
an Easter basket drive-thru in its park-
ing lot from 1-3 p.m. Friday. In lieu of 
an egg hunt, goodie bags will handed 
out. The public is invited.

Grand Chain Library, with the help 
of the Shawnee unit of Home Exten-
sion, will host an Easter egg hunt at 
2 p.m. Saturday at the Congregational 
Church Pavilion. The Easter Bunny will 
be available for pictures.

Several hundred people will celebrate 
the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ by attending 85th annual 
Easter sunrise service at Bald Knob 
Cross, located near Alto Pass in Union 
County, on Sunday, April 4.

Gates will open at 5 a.m.; hand-
icap parking and on-site golf car t 
shuttles will be available. The ser-
vice will begin at 6:30 a.m. with wor-
ship leaders Chris Parton and Kevin 
and Tricia Edwards, along with a 
worship band. The ser vice will be 
broadcast live by WSIL-TV star ting 
at 6:30 a.m.

Food trucks selling coffee and donuts 
will be at the site with 20% of their pro-
ceeds being donated to the cross.

For information, go to www.bald-
knobcross.com.
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Three of Metropolis’s 
four mayoral candidates 
— Jim Hambrick, Robert 
McDonald and Don Canada 
— came together Monday 
to answer questions during 
a live roundtable hosted by 
the Metropolis Chamber of 
Commerce.

The fourth candidate, 
Chuck Short, was invited to 
the event, but notified the 
chamber over the weekend 
that he would not be able to 
attend.

Due to COVID-19 capacity 
restrictions, the event held 
at the Metropolis Communi-

ty Center was streamed live 
on the chamber’s Facebook 
page to provide the commu-
nity an opportunity to view it. 
The 90-minute event is avail-
able on the page, www.face-

book.com/metrochamber/.
The roundtable featured 

10 questions — five given to 
the candidates ahead of time 
and five asked at the event. 
The questions were based 

on concerns of the local busi-
ness community submitted 
by chamber members.

Michael Stanley, sales man-
ager with Bristol Broadcasting 

Metropolis’ mayor candidates 
answer chamber’s questions

TERRA TEMPLE | The Planet

Metropolis mayoral candidates (from left) Robert McDonald, Don Canada and Jim Hambrick 
answer questions during Monday’s roundtable hosted by the Metropolis Chamber of Commerce.
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A
sk Colt Hopkins what he 
wanted for his birthday.

“Dog food,” he said, mat-
ter-of-factly.

A weird request for a seventh 
birthday.

But Colt got it — in spades — and 
Project Hope Humane Society is 
reaping the benefits.

For two hours on March 20, Colt 
and his family — parents Doug and 
Leanna Hopkins, sister Lizzie Hop-

kins, aunt Joanna Dailey and cousin 
Jolee Dailey — set up a drive-by 
donation site at the home of his 
grandparents, Perry and Sandy 
Dailey.

Colt’s goal was 100 bags.
They received over 1,000 pounds.
“My mom put a picture of me on 

Facebook, and they broughted all 
that stuff down,” Colt said. “I just 
got really happy. I didn’t think I was 
going to get as much as I did.”

After seeing it all accumulated, 
“’He said, ‘That’s gonna feed a lot of 

doggies,’ ” said Sandy Dailey. “I was 
amazed at the number of people 
who stopped and gave money or 
who came back through after get-
ting a bag of food at the store.”

“He told every individual who 
dropped off a dog food thank you,” 
said his mom, Leanna. “We thank 
everyone for making this an unfor-
gettable birthday for him.”

In addition to those local dona-
tions, Colt also received three 

COLT’S BIRTHDAY WISH

7-year-old receives over 1,000  
pounds of dog food for Project Hope
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Colt Hopkins sits atop his birthday present. In memory of the dog he lost, the 7-year-old wanted dog food to give to 
Project Hope Humane Society in lieu of receiving presents this year.
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