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BY ANN DOUGLAS

The announcement was made at the 
June 9 Brookport city council meeting 
that the Fourth of July Celebration is 
canceled due to COVID-19 issues. The 
city hopes that next year the festivities 
can resume.

The Storm Sewer Grant from the 
Department of Commerce and Eco-

nomic Opportunity (DCEO) is com-
pleted. Storm drains at the bend of 
West Fifth Crooked streets and one 
on West Second and Ferr y streets 
were repaired. Flooding issues after 
heavy rains should be improved. Sen-
ator Dale Fowler was instrumental in 
Brookport receiving the grant in 2018.

June 11 was the closing of the loan 

for the water construction grant to 
replace the cast iron pipes. Work 
should start within ten 10 days. The 
city would like the area between East 
Sixth and East Seventh streets and 
Kerr and Pylant streets be the first 
areas to be targeted since major water 
leaks have been reported.

Lacey Reagan with Southern Five 

had contacted Mayor Tami Wessel 
regarding the post tornado grant 
received from DCEO in 2015-16 that 
was rescinded when former Gov. 
Bruce Rauner took of fice. Several 
phases were part of the grant but only 
the purchase and remodeling of the 

Parade, fireworks canceled
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SPRINGFIELD — Anyone 
who cast a ballot in the last 
three years or who registered 
to vote or changed addresses 
after the March primary will 
be sent an application to vote 
by mail after Gov. JB Pritzker 

signed a bill expanding the 
program Tuesday.

In a news release, Pritzker’s 
of fice said the program is 
aimed at ensuring “safe and 
active participation in the 2020 
general election during the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”

Pritzker signed Senate Bill 
1863 and House Bill 2238, 

which also expands early vot-
ing hours at permanent poll-
ing places and makes election 
day a state holiday.

Local election authorities 
must mail or email the appli-
cations to voters who cast 
a ballot in the 2018 general 

BY AREIA HATHCOCK
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In June 2019, Illinois Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed a Rebuild 
Illinois plan creating $45 bil-
lion in revenue to improve 
the infrastr ucture of Illi -
nois, update state facilities, 
fund education programs 
and would potentially create 
540,000 jobs.

Included in the plan were 
four bills.

• HB 62: Appropriations for 
capital projects for the follow-
ing: transportation, education, 
state facilities, environment/
conser vation,  broadband 
deployment, health care and 
human services and economic 
and community development.

• SB 1939: Provides rev-
enue for horizontal construc-
tion. The bill increased the 
motor fuel tax in Illinois from 
19 cents to 38 cents on July 1, 
2019.

• HB 142:  Provides  
$22.6 billion in additional 
bonding authority allowing 
the state to fund infrastruc-
ture improvements statewide.

• SB 690: Legalizes sports 
wagering, expands gaming 
and provides revenue for ver-
tical construction. The bill 
also increased the per-pack 
cigarette tax by $1, from $1.98 
to 2.98, effective July 1, 2019.

Of the $45 billion invest-
ment, $33.2 billion over six 
years was designated to trans-
portation, and according to 

Rebuild 
Illinois to 

benefit roads 
in Massac 
County

Pritzker signs vote-by-mail expansion
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While an official opening 
date has not been declared, 
the Illinois Gaming Board 
issued guidelines for reopen-
ing last week to the 10 casi-
nos in Illinois. Each casino 
has been asked to submit a 
plan to the board on how the 
facility will plan to operate 
under the new guidelines.

Casinos across the state, 
including Harrah’s Metropo-

lis, closed on March 16 due 
to COVID-19.

Emphasis has been placed 
on ensuring social distanc-
ing measures are being 
taken and deep cleaning and 
sanitizing will be required.

Other guidelines include:
• No more than 50% 

capacity
• Al l  employees and 

guests are required to wear 
face coverings

• Employees must be pro-

vided with free personal pro-
tective equipment and daily 
screenings

• Dice and poker chips 
must be sanitized regularly

• Buf fets, table game 
tournaments, valet parking, 
poker rooms and promo-
tions where social distancing 
will not be possible will not 
be allowed

It is estimated the City 
of Metropolis will have lost 
$1.15 million in tax revenue 

by the end of June due to the 
casino closure, plus another 
$80,000-$100,000 in hotel tax 
revenue. Video gaming reve-
nue will also be down about 
$50,000.

“When the company was 
directed to close its proper-
ties, more than 90% of our 
employees were furloughed. 
While the properties were 
closed, the management 

Casino reopening guidelines announced

State gaming board has yet to declare date for official opening

AREIA HATHCOCK | Metropolis Planet

Harrah’s Metropolis Casino has been closed since March 16. Gaming guidelines for reopening were issued last week by the Illi-
nois Gaming Board.
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Going on vacation?

Bring your loved ones

to stay while

you’re on vacay!!


