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Charles Russell “Hop” 
Hopson, Metropolis, whose 
lifetime of service to his coun-
try and community spanned 
decades, died Friday at Supe-
rior Care Home in Paducah. 
He was 101.

His full obituary appears on 
page 2 in today’s Planet.

Hopson was a fighter pilot 
in WW II. He enlisted in the 
Navy 79 years ago, on August 
25, 1941, and remained on 
active duty through Novem-
ber 1945. He was a member 
of the reserves from that point 
until February 1967, when he 
retired as a lieutenant com-
mander.

During his civilian life, he 
wore many hats. He was a 
coach, a teacher, a driver edu-
cation instructor and a princi-
pal at Metropolis High School 
during his long career in edu-
cation. He was also an avid 
golfer and a member of the 
Metropolis Country Club.

Dave Park, a long-time 
family friend, remembers  
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Dr. Tim Taylor was select-
ed from a field of eight can-
didates Tuesday night to 
become the ninth president of 
Shawnee Com-
munity College.

T h e  S C C 
board of trust-
ees made the 
announcement 
v i a  a  Z o o m 
meeting, follow-
ing an approx-
imate ly  two-
hour executive 
session on the president’s hir-
ing and other staff issues.

Taylor most recently served 
as president of Oakland 

BY PLANET STAFF

Coming off the Labor Day 
weekend, the Southern Seven 
Health Department confirmed 
27 new cases of COVID-19 in 
its seven-county region Tues-
day, including three from 
Massac County — a female in 
her 40s, a female in her 60s, 
and a male in his 60s.

All active cases of COVID-
19 are being isolated.

Other new cases were 
reported for the following:

Shawnee 
picks Taylor 
as college’s 

9th president

Dr. Tim Taylor

S7HD updates 
regional cases 
of COVID-19

WWII vet remembered 
for his lifelong service

Don’s demolition complete
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CARBONDALE — The number 
of f irst-t ime college students at 
Southern Illinois University Carbon-
dale increased by 31.2% this fall. 
The total reflects a 32.9% increase 
in new first-time students enrolling 

from the Southern Illinois region.
The university also saw continued 

growth in the freshman to sopho-
more retention rate, reflecting the 
percentage of last year’s first-time 
freshmen who returned this fall. This 
year’s rate is 80.6%, the highest in 20 

years and up from 72% in 2017 and 
75% last year.

Chancellor Austin A. Lane said the 
increases reflect hard work across 
the campus and are a signal that the 
university will see positive growth in 
total enrollment in the near future.

“Our official enrollment figures give 
us a lot to celebrate,” said Lane, who 
became SIU’s chancellor in July. “Both 
applications and admissions of new 
students are up, and we are keeping 

SIU reports 31.2% increase in new students enrolled

The old Don’s Standard 
Service on East Fifth 
Street is no more. Here, 
Drew Quint demolish-
es the car wash portion 
of the business on the 
east side of the opera-
tion. The business was 
owned and operated 
for years by Don Travis. 
However, Travis retired 
and it closed years ago.
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The Massac County Com-
missioners approved a feder-
al aid agreement and funding 
resolution Tuesday for the 
county’s share of a paving 
project from Teague Hill Road 
to the Johnson County line on 
New Columbia Road.

Joe Matesevac, county high-

way engineer, said the project 
runs from Teague Hill Road 
to the Johnson County line on 
New Columbia Road.

The cost breakdown will be 
80% federal funds with a 20% 
local match.

“The project’s been bid out 
to a contractor already, but we 

Massac County approves 
local share for paving project

Charles Russell “Hop” Hopson 
is shown with his Quilt of 

Valor — in recognition of his 
military service — he was pre-

sented with on his 101st 
birthday just shortly before 
his death. He served in the 

Navy during World War II and 
in the reserves for several 

years after before retiring as a 
lieutenant commander.
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Accepting New Admissions!

Call Us For A Virtual Tour.


