
Virginia Office
749-2500

Aurora Office
229-2536

Call Today!

As a volunteer at Fairview Range, you’re making
an impact on the community. Plus, you can take

advantage of some other great perks!

Get Involve
d

Discounts in
the Gift Nook

Free meals & beverages
in the cafeteria

Interested in volunteering?
Call 218-362-6118, email darlene.majkich@fairview.org

or apply online at fairview.org/volunteering/range.
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GILBERT—Karl Oberstar Jr. 
was fi rst elected mayor of Gil-
bert in 1986, and over the years 
was elected to eight two-year 
terms. His goal had been to serve 
20 years; however, he lost last 
November’s mayoral election to 
Tom Smith. But he says he may 
run again, though it is not in his 
immediate plans.

“I love Gilbert and have lived 
in Gilbert all but six months of 
my life,” he said in a recent inter-
view at the Quad City Food Shelf 
in Mountain Iron, where he is 
manager. He was born in Slo-
venia and his parents, Karl and 

Maria Oberstar, immigrated to 
America in 1951.

Oberstar, 71, graduated from 
Gilbert High School in 1969 and 
from Mesabi Community Col-
lege in 2012. He has two daugh-
ters, Nicole Nemanick and Stacy 
Bernard, and fi ve grandchildren. 
He has served on the United Way 
of NEMN board, Mesabi YMCA 
Board, Gilbert Library Board and 
Quad City Food Shelf Board. He 
was a USWA Steelworker mill-
wright 31 years at Erie Mining/
LTV Steel Mining Company. He 
retired from BCBS of MN at the 
Virginia Offi  ce as claims exam-
iner and has been at the food 
shelf for the past fi ve years.

As a child he wanted to be a 

priest, Oberstar said. “A priest 
came to my house and my par-
ents said no. I started on my 
father’s wine and became an 
alcoholic. I was mad about the 
world.” (Oberstar stopped using 
alcohol many years ago.) He said, 
“God found another calling—I 
had no inkling to be a mayor pol-
itician.” In the 1980s he voted for 
Herb Ocepek for mayor twice. 
� en Oberstar decided to run 
for mayor the fi rst time in 1985. 
� ere were no hard feelings, 
Oberstar said, between him and 
other candidates who ran for 
mayor, he said. “You vote for the 
offi  ce can do a better job. Now 

GILBERT’S KARL OBERSTAR JR.: 

MARK SAUER

Retired Gilbert Mayor Karl Oberstar poses outside the city hall where he spent 
several decades in public service.

Refl ections on mayoral years starting in 1986

BY MARIE TOLONEN
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PENGILLY—Two local 
veterans, Dave Hardy, who 
lives north of Nashwauk, 
and Frank Lachinski, who 
lives south of Pengilly, are 
teaming up to raise money 
for the nonprofi t Stop Sol-
dier Suicide.

On June 3 Lachinski 
plans to launch a 2,350 
mile canoe trip from Lake 
Itasca at the headwaters of 
the Mississippi River to the 
Gulf of Mexico, with Hardy 
following the route that 
goes through 10 states in 
his truck.

Hardy said the battle 

to end veterans suicide is 
personal as he recalled his 
son, David C. Hardy, a 2017 
graduate of Cherry High 
School and an airman with 
the 934th Security Forces 
Squadron of the Minneap-
olis-St. Paul Airport died 
from suicide 11 months 
ago, just shy of his 23rd 
birthday.

As a tribute to David his 
family launched a birthday 
fundraiser on his memorial 
Facebook page, “In Mem-
ory of David C. Hardy” to 
raise money for Stop Sol-
dier Suicide.

“We also want to raise 

Stop Soldier Suicide
Local vets set fundraising trip to 
benefi t veterans, service members

BY LEE BLOOMQUIST
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Sen. Bobby Jo Cham-
pion knows about the Iron 
Range, its politics and the 
region’s richness.

But Champion says he’s 
anxious to learn even more.

Champion, (DFL-Min-
neapolis) has been 
appointed to the Minne-
sota Department of Iron 

Champion appointed 
to IRRR Board
Minneapolis senator 
becomes eighth and fi nal 
board member

SUBMITTED

SEN. BOBBY JO CHAMPION

PHOTOS BY MARK SAUER

Cherry Grade School students team up to construct weather predicting devices using simple household materials Friday morn-
ing. The school was hosting an outdoor activity day where the classes also learned how to snowshoe, and identify animals.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY DAY

Above, Cherry Grade School students learn how to walk on snow-
shoes Friday morning. 

Right, Cherry 5th grader LeRay Cormmier straps on snowshoes to 
join his class in the school forest as part of the school’s Outdoor 
Activity Day.
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