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Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. (AP)—
Tammy Brady began her 
career as an Atlantic City 
casino dealer at the age of 
18. Now 55, she has stage 2 
breast cancer.

“While I’m not sure we 
will ever know the exact 
cause of my illness, I can’t 
help but wonder if it would 
have happened if the casi-
nos hadn’t forced me to 
work in second-hand 
smoke,” said Brady, who 
works at the Borgata casino.

Holly Diebler, a craps 
dealer at Tropicana, is 
undergoing chemotherapy 
for throat cancer.

“I don’t even know how 
long I’m going to live,” she 
said. “I love my job; I don’t 
want to leave it. But all 
my oncologists have told 
me this is a life-and-death 
choice.”

� ey were among 
numerous casino employ-
ees who testi� ed � ursday 

before two state Assembly 
committees in favor of a bill 
that would prohibit smok-
ing in Atlantic City’s nine 
casinos.

No vote was taken on 
the bill, as in an identical 
hearing on Feb. 13. Gov. 
Phil Murphy has promised 
to sign the bill if it passes 
the Legislature, but thus 
far, leaders of the Demo-
crat-controlled Assembly 
and Senate have not com-
mitted to allowing the bill to 
move forward and be voted 
upon.

� e bill would close a 
loophole in the state’s 2006 
indoor smoking law. � at 
measure was written spe-
ci� cally to exempt casi-
nos from bans on smoking 
indoors. Currently, smok-
ing is permitted on 25% of a 
casino � oor in Atlantic City.

“I don’t want to take 
away your right to kill 
yourself by smoking,” 
said Assemblyman Don 

Dealers with cancer beg for Atlantic City casino smoking ban
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A gambler plays a slot machine while smoking in the Hard Rock casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Aug. 8, 2022. On Thursday, 
March 9, 2023, New Jersey legislators held a second hearing on a bill that would prohibit smoking at Atlantic City’s casinos, 
but again did not vote on it.See CASINO | PAGE A6

BY LEE BLOOMQUIST
FOR MESABI TRIBUNE

All-terrain vehicle rid-
ing is big business in north-
eastern Minnesota.

And variety of busi-
nesses would bene� t from 
$1.55 million in all-ter-
rain vehicle trail develop-
ment funding under an 
additional $7.8 million in 
state bonding money for 
the region moved forward 
by Sen. Grant Hauschild 
(DFL-Hermantown).

All-terrain vehicle trail 
connections to the Bois 
Forte Band of Ojibwe 
“Y” Store along Highway 
169 near Lake Vermilion 
and to the city of Interna-
tional Falls would be com-
pleted under the $1.55 mil-
lion in trail systems cap-
ital improvements fund-
ing included in a proposed 
Senate bonding bill.

“It’s very important con-
nections in our overall sys-
tem to International Falls, 
for Bois Forte and to the 
Quad Cities,” Ron Potter, 
ATV Minnesota president 
said. “We really need it.”

About $50 million in 
northeastern Minnesota 

projects are currently 
included in the Minnesota 
House of Representatives 
version of a roughly $1.5 
billion state bonding bill.

However, Hauschild 

said he’s been able to add 
the additional $7.8 million 
in projects within his Sen-
ate District 3 in the Senate 
version of the bonding bill.

� at would bring the 

total investment in north-
eastern Minnesota to more 
than $57 million, Haus-
child said.

In addition to the ATV 
trail funding, also included 

in the Senate version is:
- $2 million for city of 

Babbitt water, sewer and 
utility improvements.

- $1.75 million for city 
of Hoyt Lakes Community 

Recreational and Wellness 
Center improvements.

- $1.5 million for city of 
Bigfork community center 
enhancement.

- $1 million for city of 
International Falls regional 
health and wellness center 
planning and design.

“Our communities are 
the lifeblood of the north-
land, but they’ve been left 
behind as our state govern-
ment failed to get a bond-
ing bill done over the past 
three years,” Hauschild said 
in a news release. “Invest-
ing in these projects is crit-
ical to creating good-pay-
ing jobs, securing hous-
ing developments, provid-
ing recreational opportu-
nities, and strengthening 
our communities through-
out our region for years 
to come. I call on my col-
leagues on both sides of the 
aisle to put politics aside 
and make the decision 
that this is the year that we 
� nally pass a bonding bill.”

� ere’s no guarantee a 
bonding bill will pass.

But with a $17.5 billion 
state surplus, there’s plenty 
of � nancial backing.

Democrats hold a 70-64 
majority in the Minnesota 
House and a 34-33 edge in 
the Senate.

� e House bonding 
bill version passed with 

Hauschild moves more regional bonding money
Senate bonding 
bill adds $7.8 
million in area 
projects
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UTV enthusiasts ride on the Taconite Trail in Britt.

See BONDING | PAGE A6
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