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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. COVID- 19 ( 6- A)

CITY OF MERIDIAN

WHEREAS, the worldwide outbreak of COVID- 19 and the effects of its extreme risk of person to
person transmission throughout the United States and Mississippi significantly impacts the life and health
of our people in Meridian, Mississippi;

WHEREAS, 21- 19- 3 gives municipalities the authority to make regulations to prevent the
spreading of contagious and infectious diseases and to make quarantine laws for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to these laws, the Mayor is authorized to issue such orders as he deems
necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Meridian.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Percy Bland, Mayor of the City of Meridian, by the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and law of the State of Mississippi, do hereby order and direct as follows:

I.     Face Masks — All employees of businesses that are open to maintain operations must wear a

mask when working in or moving about the same workspace as other employees or working in or
moving about the same room as the public. The requirements to wear face coverings or masks
shall apply to all persons, whether employees or customers or clients of businesses within the
City. Children over the age of 2 should wear a mask and parents or guardians shall be responsible
for ensuring proper masking of children when in public. For the purposes of this executive order,

mask" shall be defined as any face covering;  including but not limited to fabric masks,
homemade linen or cloth masks, household dust masks, handkerchief, scarf, surgical mask or N95

mask. Business owners have the right to refuse any customer not wearing a mask.

From and after 8: 00 a.m. on May 7, 2020, local restaurants are allowed to open under to following
restrictions:

H.     Restaurants

a.   Prior to resuming in-house dining, the entire restaurant and bar, including areas not open
to the public, shall be deep cleaned, disinfected, and sanitized.

b.   Restaurants and bars shall set hours of operations to close to the public no later than
10: 00 p. m.

c.   Pursuant to Paragraph I( h)( ii) of Mississippi Executive Order 1477, restaurants shall take

all reasonable steps to ensure compliance with the Mississippi State Department of

Health' s and CDC' s regulations, orders and guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-
19,  including, but not limited to:  social distancing;  sending sick employees home;



actively encouraging sick employees to stay home;  separating and sending home
employees who appear to have respiratory illness symptoms; adopting and enforcing
regular and proper hand- washing and personal hygiene protocols; and daily screening of
employees for COVID- 19 related symptoms before beginning their shifts.

i.  Restaurants and bars shall conduct a daily screening of all employees at the
beginning of their shifts.   Such daily screening shall include the following
questions, and any employee answering any question in the affirmative shall be
sent home:

1.   Have you been in close contact with a confirmed case of COVID- 19 in
the past 14 days?

2.   Are you experiencing a cough, shortness of breath, or sore throat?
3.   Have you had a fever in the last 48 hours?
4.   Have you had new loss of taste or smell?
5.   Have you had vomiting or diarrhea in the last 24 hours?

ii.  All employees shall be required to report any symptoms of COVID- 19 to their
supervisor, and any employee who exhibits any of the symptoms of COVID- 19
during their shift shall be sent home immediately and advised to consult with
their physician.

iii.  Appropriate PPE shall be worn by all employees based on their duties and

responsibilities and in adherence to state and local regulations and guidelines.
Every employee who comes into direct contact with customers shall be provided
a cloth mask and required to wear that mask while on duty.

iv.  All employees shall be provided training regarding minimizing the spread of
COVID- 19, including the importance of frequent hand washing and personal
hygiene, proper sanitation, cough and sneeze etiquette, use of PPE, and safe
food- handling procedures.

v.  Where possible,  workstations should be staggered so employees can avoid
standing next to each other. Where separation of workstations is not possible, the
frequency of surface cleaning and sanitizing should be increased.

vi.  Break rooms shall be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized, and the number of
employees in the break room shall be limited to allow for strict social distancing
a minimum of six feet between employees and no gathering of more than ten

employees).

vii.  The number of customers in the restaurant or bar shall be no greater than 50% of

seating capacity.

viii.  Floor plans shall be updated to ensure at least six feet of separation between each
party/group whether dining indoor or outdoor.  Party sizes shall be limited to a
maximum of six customers per table.

ix.  Bars or bar areas that do not offer food services shall remain closed, and live

music shall not be permitted.
x.  The use of technology solutions to minimize person- to-person contact is

encouraged, including mobile reservations systems, text upon arrival, mobile
ordering, and contactless payment options.

xi.  Signage shall be posted at each entrance stating no customer with a fever or other
symptom of COVID- 19 is permitted in the restaurant or bar.

xii.  Customers shall be screened for illness upon their entry into the restaurant or bar.
xiii.  Customers shall not be allowed to congregate in the waiting area or bar area. The

restaurant shall adopt a process to ensure that a minimum of six feet separation is
maintained between customers while waiting to be seated or in the bar area.



xiv.  All front- of-house high contact surfaces shall be sanitized, at a minimum, every
two hours.

xv.  The use of disposable menus is encouraged.  All non-disposable menus shall be

sanitized between each use.

xvi.  Tables, chairs, and tabletop items shall be sanitized after each table turns.
xvii.  Buffet Service:

1.   Self-service buffets, food stations, and drink stations are prohibited.
2.   Cafeteria style ( worker served) buffets and food stations are permitted

with appropriate barriers in place.
xviii.  Hand sanitizer shall be placed at all points of entry and exit, the hostess station,

in or near the bathrooms, and at the cashier station.

xix.  All food service areas shall be deep cleaned daily.

Additionally, patrons shall wear masks upon entering the restaurant except while eating.

d.  From and after 8: 00 a. m. on May 11, 2020, Paragraph I( h)( viii) of Mississippi Executive

Order 1477 is amended to allow parks to open subject to the following limitations:

i.  State parks may open to the public between the hours of 9: 00 a. m. through 7: 00
p. m.  for recreational outdoor activities,  subject to the rules and guidance
promulgated by the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks.
Pursuant to Paragraph I(b)( iii) of Executive Order 1477, individuals using state
parks shall maintain social distancing of a minimum of six feet separation
between each individual.   Group gatherings/ activities shall be limited to a
maximum of 10 participants indoor and a maximum of 20 participants outdoor.

ii.  Municipal parks and private parks may open to the public between the hours of
9: 00 a.m. through 7: 00 p.m. for recreational outdoor activities as determined by
local authority and under such limitations and restrictions as may be imposed by
local authority.   Such restrictions at a minimum must require maintaining a
minimum of six feet distance between each individual and limiting group
gatherings/ activities to a maximum of 10 participants indoor and a maximum of
20 participants outdoor.

iii.  Outdoor recreational activities, including swimming in pools, shall be permitted
between the hours of 9: 00 a. m. through 7: 00 p. m.  Individuals shall maintain

social distancing of a minimum of six feet separation between each individual.
Group gatherings/ activities shall be limited to a maximum of 10 participants
including coaches,  lifeguards and parents)  indoor and a maximum of 20

participants outdoor.

Additionally- baseball/ soccer activities shall have no more than 20 people in one space with
a minimum of six feet separation between each group.

e.   Beauty salons, barbers shops and gyms shall remain closed.
f.   A curfew will remain in place from 9 p. m. to 6 a. m. for residents living in the City of

Meridian until May 31, 2020.



THIS PROCLAMATION SHALL BE IN EFFECT BEGINNING THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020 AT 8

A.M. AND SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL 8 A.M. ON JUNE 1, 2020 UNLESS OTHERWISE

NOTED HEREIN OR EXTENDED MODIFIED OR REQUIRED BY LAW.

THIS THE 7 DAY OF Pj 2020.
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Os PERCY BLAND, III MAYOR
ssrss xec'  CITY OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI

ATTEST:

BRANDYE LATIMER, CITY CLERK


