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Introduction
The Lauderdale County School District has partnered with the Mississippi Department of Education to develop a plan for reopening schools in 
August in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. We are releasing this plan on July 10 to give families plenty of time to make decisions and prepare 
for the start of school.
The first day of school will be August 5 for students whose last name begins with A-K and August 6 for students whose last name begins with L-Z.  
Exceptions will only be made for siblings living at the same address with different last names.  Please contact the principal to discuss options.

This plan has been developed based on guidance from MDE, MDH, AAP and MHSAA in accordance with CDC considerations for opening schools at 
this point in time.  Should any changes occur in regard to these agencies’ guidance, the CDC’s considerations for reopening schools, or the 
conditions of the COVID-19 virus, LCSD will make the necessary adjustments to our plan. We will keep parents updated and informed of any 
revisions.  

REVISED CALENDAR - "Soft Launch"
Wednesday, August 5 - A-K
Thursday, August 6 - L-Z
Friday, August 7 - Teacher PD Day (no students)
Monday, August 10 - A-K
Tuesday, August 11 - L-Z
Wednesday, August 12 - All Students
Thursday, August 13 - All Students
Friday, August 14 - Virtual Learning Day (students learn from home)
Beginning Monday, August 17, we will revert to our traditional school calendar.  However, it may be necessary to add additional Virtual Learning Days 
throughout the school year should school buildings be required to close.
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Possible Scenarios for Reopening Schools               

Traditional Schedule
Requires students to be physically 
present in school with scheduling 
modifications to adhere to CDC and 
Mississippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH) recommendations.

Blended Schedule
Instruction provided online through 
synchronous delivery via web-
conferencing with LCSD staff and 
using a digital platform to receive 
and submit classroom assignments.  
Students will be required to 
periodically report to campus for 
scheduled assessments.  

This option may be available to 
students with a formal 
recommendation from a medical 
doctor due to a preexisting health 
condition.  This option may also be 
extended to students who reside in 
the same residence as a student who 
meets the medical requirement 
above.
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Guiding Principles

Goals

Parameters

● Maintain a safe and healthy learning environment for staff and students and keep schools open all year.
● Reopen schools in August with a return as close as possible to normal activities.
● Provide the option of virtual education and develop modified schedules to accomplish the following:

○ Follow CDC social distancing guidelines when feasible.
○ Provide time for teachers to develop and implement a virtual model.
○ Prepare for instruction during possible school closures.

● Maintain our emphasis on a rigorous curriculum and instruction to increase student achievement for all students.

● Establish clearly defined protocols for students and staff who are sick or who have been exposed to the COVID-19
virus. A separate medical response plan will be released.

● Develop expectations for sanitation efforts in high touch areas and janitorial services.
● Organize classroom spaces to accommodate whole group instruction and social distancing to the extent possible.
● Maintain an emphasis on the individualized learning needs of students with structured systems of support.
● Teach and reinforce where applicable and feasible the use of cloth or shield face coverings.
● Limit student movement and restrict gatherings in buildings to achieve social distancing guidelines.
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Instruction
● Provide copies of textbooks/workbooks to be used at home and school when possible.
● Make available digital resources that accompany text and support Tier II and Tier III interventions.
● Provide concurrent model of traditional instruction and virtual instruction using Learning Management Systems (CANVAS in grades 5-12 and 

Google Classroom in grades K-4).
● Provide parents with professional development on the instructional tools (CANVAS, textbook resources, Chromebooks, etc.) that will be used for 

instruction.
● Provide early diagnostic screenings to determine student readiness for grade level instruction (adjusting plans to accommodate as needed).
● Modify pacing guides and scope and sequence to reflect more instruction for essential and foundational standards (adjusting as data shows need).
● Encourage teachers to arrange classrooms in a manner in which all students face the same direction in desks or at tables where feasible.
● Follow current grading policies for LCSD, refer to policy IHA—Grading System.
● Follow current promotion and retention policies for LCSD, refer to policy IHE—Promotion and Retention.
● Dedicate district website page for parents related to academics and resources from MDE.
● Develop a master schedule that will balance class numbers as much as possible.
● Provide controlled small group work or partner interactions in class.
● Provide special education services through the IEP process due to the highly individualized nature of supports and accommodations.
● Separate student seating where feasible to provide for social distancing.
● Utilize baseline data for reading and math to determine instructional gaps and plan accordingly for interventions utilizing the MTSS process.
● Utilize benchmark and diagnostic testing to determine gaps and guide instruction. 
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Technology
Upgrade technology so every child has equitable access to online curriculum.

● Committed to the purchase of technology to provide a device to every student in grades K-12.
○ K-8  - Chromebooks
○ 9-12 - iPads

● Committed to increasing technology in classrooms.
● Learning Management Systems – LCSD will provide CANVAS (Learning Management System ) for teachers and students in grades 5-12.

CANVAS is a very robust, 21st-century blended platform that provides flexible learning. This will be a one-stop shop with consistent student,
parent and teacher access for all communication, instruction and feedback.  LCSD will use Google Classroom for teachers and students in
grades K-4.  Google Classroom is an interactive portal that allows teachers, students, and parents to share information (instructional
content, graded assignments, questions/answers).  While less robust than CANVAS, it is appropriate for younger students by providing a
digital connection to the traditional classroom.

● Tech Support Protocols – We will establish a system to address questions/concerns from parents.
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Health and Safety

4 5

● Use videos to educate families about the health and safety protocols.
● Create a task force to help plan the reopening of schools.
● Hire additional nurses so each school has a designated medical professional.
● Equip schools and buses with adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene.
● Space desks and tables apart with all facing forward when feasible.
● Encourage students to wear masks/shields in times where social distancing is not possible.
● Expect staff to wear masks/shields when in direct contact with students.
● Limit gatherings, events and activities to adhere to social distancing guidelines where feasible.
● Provide hand soap and hand sanitizer machines.
● Provide professional development in the area of social/emotional support.
● Include instruction on proper hygiene to minimize virus spread.
● Post signage in high traffic areas to communicate how to stop the spread of COVID-19 symptoms, preventative measures (including staying home 

when sick), good hygiene, and school/district specific protocols.
● Ensure ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor air as much as possible.
● Create process for parent visits (scheduled office visit, no walking students to classrooms or visits).
● LCSD will be conducting temperature screenings prior to entering our buildings.
● Parents are requested to take their child’s temperature daily prior to sending them to school. If their child has a temperature of 100.4 degrees or 

higher, they must be kept home until fever free for 72 hours without fever reducing medicine. 
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Operations

● Use cafeteria as repurposed classroom if needed to help address social distancing needs.
● Schedule and communicate potential virtual open houses.
● Ensure facilities are safe and aligned to the CDC guidelines to the extent possible.
● Implement safety protocols in the area of food service:

○ Allow hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer machines before and after meals, using disposable plates and utensils when available.
○ Create cafeteria procedures to ensure compliance with social distancing guidelines to the extent possible.
○ Designate entry and exit paths in the cafeteria.
○ Conduct cleaning throughout the day and in the evening.
○ Alternate models for food distribution will include serving meals in the classroom and serving meals in the cafeteria following CDC guidelines

where feasible and applicable.
○ Face coverings are required to be worn by staff while preparing and serving food.
○ Gloves are required to be worn by staff while preparing and serving food.
○ All food will be pre-wrapped/packaged prior to service to students, limiting exposure to contamination during service and transport.
○ Food and Nutrition staff at the school site will work with district Food and Nutrition staff and school staff to ensure students with allergies or

special needs related to meal service are identified and receive appropriate meals.
○ Food and Nutrition school site staff will clean and sanitize all serving areas and/or serving carts.



● Strongly encourage concerned parents to provide transportation to their students to and from school when possible.
● Implement safety protocols in the area of transportation:

○ Provide hand sanitizer for drivers and students.
○ Provide face masks/shields for drivers.
○ Require bus riders to sanitize hands and wear a mask.
○ Clean and disinfect buses daily and after each route.
○ Create spacing on buses to ensure social distancing where feasible.
○ Review stop locations to limit the number of assigned students.
○ Develop a plan for pick-up and drop-off locations that allows for a reduced number of students gathering in any one

location to the extent feasible at each school site.
○ Encourage social distancing while waiting for bus arrival.
○ Encourage siblings to sit together.

● Contaminated Bus Cleaning Procedures
○ Remove bus from service until it has been deep cleaned and disinfected.
○ Sanitize the bus using disinfecting machines.
○ Receive approval from the Director or designee before bus returns to service.

Operations
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Operations

● Implement safety protocols in buildings.
○ Clean high-touch areas throughout each school before the opening of school and each day when school starts.
○ Increase hand sanitizers.
○ Upgrade nurses’ stations for wellness and sick areas.
○ Increase janitorial staff and cleaning during the day and night.
○ Monitor air quality and filters.
○ Purchase additional equipment for disinfecting classrooms/playgrounds.
○ Provide masks and face shields for staff members.
○ Reduce the number of students entering and using the restroom facilities at one time to ensure social distancing where feasible.
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Hot Topics
● Accommodations – Due to the highly individualized nature of accommodations, all services will be managed through the IEP process with the IEP

team.
● Activities & Sports – LCSD will follow all rules and recommendations from the Mississippi High School Activities Association.
● Assemblies – There will be no large assemblies beyond the number recommended in CDC guidelines to the extent possible.  Social distancing

practices will be used with any assemblies.
● Attendance – LCSD will take attendance when students are in the building AND when students receive instruction via virtual learning.
● Backpacks – Backpacks will be allowed at all levels. Parents/guardians should ensure backpacks are cleaned routinely.
● Breakfast & Lunch – Breakfast will be grab-and-go, and lunch will be delivered into classrooms.
● Class Size & Design – The classroom design will be primarily whole group and facing the front of the classroom to achieve social distancing

recommendations where feasible.
● First Day of School – Students will be supported by school staff to get to their classrooms.  We regret that parents will not be allowed in.
● Gatherings, Visitors and Field Trips – All field trips will be virtual until pandemic is over.

o Limit any nonessential visitors and volunteers. This includes parents coming to eat lunch with their children.  Visitors who must come into
the building should be encouraged to do so by appointment. Visitors will be required to sign in using the Raptor Visitor Screening System.
Health screening questions will be required for all visitors.  Limit the activities involving external groups or organizations as much as
possible - especially with individuals who are not from the local geographic area (e.g., community, town, city, county).

o Participate in virtual group events, gatherings, or meetings, if possible. If events are held, promote social distancing between people and
limit group size to the extent possible.

o Participate in virtual activities and events in lieu of field trips, student assemblies, special performances, school-wide parent meetings, and
spirit nights to the extent possible. The Mississippi Department of Education suggests that when on campus, consider moving large staff
meetings and student assemblies  to more open spaces or utilize virtual tools.  The first priority should always be facilitating in-person
needs, so additional meetings with smaller groups may be needed.

o Pursue options to convene sporting events and participation in ways that minimize the risk of transmission of COVID-19 to players,
families, coaches, and communities. Follow all Mississippi High School Athletic Association guidelines for sporting events.



Hot Topics
● Grades – LCSD will grade work submitted digitally when students are receiving instruction online.
● Homework – Homework will be assigned and completed with limited amounts of materials sent and returned and with the 

digital platform to limit the amount of paper that needs to be handled.
● Intermittent Closures – Due to possible outbreaks, the superintendent may be required to close a school or schools to 

prevent further spread. Students will receive instruction online during these closures when possible.
● Lockers – Student lockers will not be used.
● Lunch Boxes & Purses – Lunch boxes and purses will be allowed. All previous rules from school handbooks regarding lunch 

boxes and purses will apply.  Parents/guardians should ensure these items are wiped and cleaned routinely.
● Masks/Face Shields – Students are not required to wear masks during the school day; however, they are highly encouraged. 

Due to the possibility of a recommendation change made by either federal, state, and local agencies, we strongly recommend 
that you be prepared for your student to wear a mask or an appropriate face covering while at school.  LCSD will provide 
washable, cloth masks to each student and staff member.  Students are required to wear masks on the bus.  The 
administration reserves the authority to require a student to wear a mask or face covering in the interest of the student's 
health and the health of others.  Any face covering that is deemed distracting or inappropriate, in the opinion of the 
principal, is not acceptable.  See Policy JCDB - Dress Code.

● Open House & Parent Teacher Conferences – We will explore virtual open house appointments with individual teachers or 
staggered days with limited numbers.

● Recess – If applicable, each site administrator will develop a plan for recess that allows for a reduced number of students in 
any one location at the same time, to the extent feasible. 
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● School Supplies - Limited school supplies will be requested by the teacher/administrator scheduled throughout the first
month of school.

● Transportation – Face coverings will be required.  Hand sanitizer will be provided and required.  When possible,
ventilation will be increased by opening windows.

● Virtual Learning Option – Parents will have the option to send their children to traditional school or participate in
virtual learning if there is a medical concern.  To qualify, students must be recommended by a doctor to both begin this
option and to transition back to the traditional option.

● Visitors & Volunteers – LCSD will establish a protocol for visitors: calling front office before entering, screening visitors
where feasible, requesting use of face coverings/masks, etc. LCSD will limit nonessential visitors and volunteers.

● Water Fountains – LCSD will routinely monitor and sanitize water fountains.  Students are encouraged to bring water
from home.

Hot Topics
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Lauderdale County School District 
3-Day Out Form

Student Name:  

Date Issued:   

School Name:  

Reason: 
The student exhibits the following symptom(s) of illness and will 
be required to go home.   

Fever is 100.4 degrees or higher 

Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing 

Unexplained/persistent cough 

Gastrointestinal issues 

Chills 

Headache 

Sore throat 

New loss of taste or smell 

Muscle pain 

The student has been out of the country for 
_________ amount of time. 

Any student sent home for illness must remain at home for 72 
hours and must be free of any fever for 24 hours. Upon returning 
to school, students must report back to the office for reentry 
accompanied by a completed Reentry Form. The form is posted 
on the Lauderdale County School District’s homepage at 
www.lauderdale.k12.ms.us. 

Issued by:  
School Personnel Signature 

http://www.lauderdale.k12.ms.us/


Lauderdale County 
School District 

Blended Learning Student Request Form 

As the parent/guardian of  , I request for my 
child to be enrolled in the Blended Learning option. Medical documentation is provided 
and attached to this form. If a change is requested to return to school, I will provide 
additional medical documentation to release my child to return to school. 

My home has sufficient Internet capacity for my child to participate in classroom instruction 
through the use of communication platforms (Zoom, Google Meet, Canvas Studio, etc.), 
learning management systems (Google Classroom and Canvas), and instructional portals 
(Edmentum, USATestPrep, i-Ready, etc.). 

Yes    No 

I understand that as long as my child is enrolled as a blended student, that he/she will not be 
allowed to participate in extracurricular activities such as sports, band, choir, show choir, etc. 

Yes 

Student Name:  

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

Date of request: 

While Blended Learning is an option for students in unique situations, it does not serve 
as an equitable alternative to the traditional classroom setting. Students with an IEP 
and/or 504 Plans will have accommodations provided in accordance with these plans.  

*********************************************************************************************************** 
This document will be filed with appropriate school personnel. 



Lauderdale County 
School District  

 
Return to School Verification Form 

 
 

 
As the parent/guardian of                                                                    , I 
attest that my child has been out of school for at least three days 
unless medical documentation is provided and is fever free for the 
past 24 Hours without taking medication to reduce fever during that 
time.  
 
Date my child’s fever and/or respiratory symptoms began:    
 
Date of my child’s last fever of 100 degrees or higher:    
 
My child’s respiratory symptoms (cough and shortness of breath) 
have improved. 
 
Date respiratory symptoms began improving:                                    (write 
N/A if no symptoms present). 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Name:  
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  
 
Date returned to school:  
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 

This document will be filed with appropriate school personnel. 



Lauderdale County 
School District 

Return to Work Verification Form 

As a Lauderdale County School District employee at 
     (Name of School Facility) 

Date my fever and/or respiratory symptoms began: 

I have not had a fever for at least 24 Hours without taking medication to reduce 
fever during that time. 

Date of my last fever of 100 degrees or higher:   

My respiratory symptoms (cough and shortness of breath) have improved. 

Date respiratory symptoms began improving:  (write 
N/A if no symptoms present). 

Employee Name: 

Date returned to work:  

**************************************************************************************************** 

This document will be filed with appropriate personnel. 



 

Return to Learn FAQs 
Q: Will LCSD students be required to wear uniforms during the 2020-2021 school year? 

A: Yes, there has been no mention of changing this policy.  

 

Q: Will students with 504/IEPs who have medical conditions be allowed to learn on a blended learning 
model? 

A: Students with an IEP and/or 504 will have accommodations provided in accordance with blended 
learning plans.  

 

Q: Will attendance policies change next year? 

A: Yes. The Mississippi Department of Education will provide more details on how attendance can be 
recorded with blended learning.  School award and exemption policies will also be examined and 
expected to change.  

 

Q: Do students have to wear masks? 

A: The LCSD strongly encourages students to wear a mask, this guidance could change based on 
local/state mandates.  Students who ride the bus in the morning will be required to wear a mask but 
encouraged students to wear one in the afternoon when possible.  

 

Q: Will the schools provide masks for students? 

A: Yes the school will provide two cloth masks that need to be washed daily if possible.  Students may 
also choose their own which is determined by the administration not to contain images or wording 
disruptive to the educational environment.  

 

Q: Will the bus routes run as normal? 

A: Yes with special attention to assigned seating, cleaning protocols, and maximum ventilation.  

 



Q: Will all students be screened when they enter the building? 

A: Yes to the best extent possible.  Each student will temperature checked and rechecked if needed.  
Students with potential fever indicated will be sent to the nurse’s office for evaluation.  The parent of a 
sick child will be called for immediate pick up while potentially masked and quarantined in a separate 
location.  

 

Q: What happens when a student leaves school with a temperature? 

A: The LCSD nurses or appropriate staff will provide those students and parents with the necessary 
paperwork with the criteria needed to return to the school setting. 

 

Q: If a student or teacher is diagnosed with COVID-19 will the public be informed?  

A: Yes. The school will issue correspondence to the individuals who are determined to be at highest risk 
of exposure or a close contact. All HIPPA and FERPA laws will be adhered to which prevents the personal 
identification of individuals.   

 

Q: What is considered close contact with a COVID-19 infected person? 

A: The general rule of thumb is to be within 6 ft, with no mask, and for 15 minutes.  There are always 
other variables that may be considered by the medical professional and administration at each campus.  

 

Q: If my student is sent home sick for an extended period of time, will he/she be allowed to make up 
work? 

A: Yes. If the principal and/or teacher feels that the student can perform some of the work via packet or 
virtually, the student may be assigned to perform the work from home digitally at the same time 
(synchronously) the classroom teacher is teaching or at a later time (asynchronously).  

 

Q: Will there be Open Houses? 

A: At this time we are planning on the use of virtual open houses with the likely exception of 
Kindergarten.  

 

Q: How will students get school supplies to school? 

A: Each school will develop its own plan but the general consensus is the use of staggering in supplies 
over multiple days via bags or backpack.  

 

 

 



Q: Can students bring lunchboxes or backpacks? 

A: Yes. However, parents should disinfect and wash/wipe lunchboxes and backpacks regularly. School 
officials will routinely spray items brought from home.  

 

Q: Can parents enter the schools and visit the classrooms? 

A: Unfortunately, to provide extra safety, parents will not be allowed to enter and visit at this time. 

 

Q: If my child decides to homeschool this year and returns to LCSD in the future, will he/she be 
required to take and pass the state tests to graduate? 

A: In most cases, yes.  The only exception would be if the homeschool program is accredited (either 
state accreditation or regional accreditation).  Homeschool students who transfer credits in from non-
accredited institutions will be required to demonstrate mastery by completing an end-of-course test in 
the subject area and meet one of the graduation options for the corresponding MAAP test. 

 

Q: How will closures be determined should a student or staff member test positive for COVID-19? 
 
A: A decision tree for most COVID situations will be developed and made available prior to the start of 
school. 
 
 
Q: Will each school’s routine & procedures be the same?  
 
A: No. Building-level principals and leadership teams will guide most decisions. 
 
 
Q: Can students bring water bottles to school? 
 
A: Yes 
 
 
Q: Will all LCSD students have access to a digital device?  
 
A: Yes. The state and the federal government have supported this financially, but we are some months 
away from receiving them.  
 
 
Q: If a student loses his/her mask and gets to school, what happens?  
 
A: Although we do not yet have a mandatory mask policy, a disposable mask will be provided upon 
availability. (Two cloth masks will be provided to each student.) 
 




