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 The University of Arkansas 
Rich Mountain revealed the 
artist renderings of what will 
soon transpire on the Mena 
campus. The “reveal” was 
during a UA Rich Mountain 

Foundation picnic which 
immediately followed the 
ground breaking ceremony of 
the new construction.

The $7+ million project 
will boast 144 beds and will 

also expand the current stu-
dent union and bookstore to 
accommodate a larger dining 
hall. All of the construction 
will lay behind the main cam-
pus and according to Wilson, 

has been expertly designed 
by MAHG architects in Ft. 
Smith to allow for future 
growth, while also creating a 
small ‘village’ feel among the 
on-campus residential com-

munity.
“Early construction work 

is already underway with the 
goal of being move-in ready 
by mid-July 2020. Adminis-
tration is pushing for builders 

to have one building, housing 
32 beds, to be complete by the 
end of January,” Chancellor 
Dr. Phillip Wilson shared. Ad-
ditional photos and coverage 
may be found in an upcoming 
edition of The Mena Star.

NEWS
BRIEFS
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
MOBILE OFFICE - Tues-
day, June 25. The mobile of-
fices assist constituents with 
consumer-related issues in 
filing consumer complaints 
and providing information 
about scams, identity theft, 
fraud and other protections.
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Mena-Polk County Senior 
Center located at 401 Au-
tumn Drive

MENA AIRPORT COM-
MISSION will meet on 
June 17 beginning 3 p.m. at 
UARM

Missing hiker Josh 
McClatchy, age 38, was 
located by Polk County 
Search teams late Friday 
night, June 7, 2019. 

McClatchy had been 
missing since Saturday, 
June 1, in the Caney 
Creek Wilderness when 
he became lost on the 
Buckeye Trail in the wil-
derness area Southeast of 
Mena, Arkansas.

According to family 
members, Polk County 
Sheriff, Scott Sawyer, re-
ceived information from 
a cellular carrier defin-

ing a location where Mc-
Clatchy’s cell phone was 
last located.  Once the in-
formation was obtained 
and diagnosed, Sheriff 
Sawyer requested use 
of an Arkansas National 
Guard helicopter.

The helicopter, 
equipped with FLIR tech-
nology, arrived on the 
scene at approximately 
8 p.m. The initial usage 
for the helicopter was 
for a total of three hours 
during the search efforts.
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Hiker lost in National 
Forest; found on Day 6

Joshua McClatchy, 38-year-

old hiker from the Dallas/

Fort Worth area, is pictured 

in the center surround-

ed by Search and Rescue 

teams from various parts 

of the state. McClatchy was 

found late Friday night and 

was transported to Mena 

Regional Healthy System 

in Polk County for obser-

vation. (Photos courtesy of 

Ray Hines)

NEWS
BRIEFS
PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
TAKE BACK: TUESDAY, 
JUNE 25 Authorities will 
be collecting prescription 
medicines, over-the-coun-
ter medicines, vitamins, pet 
medicines, medicated oint-
ments and lotions, inhalers, 
liquid medicines in glass or 
leak-proof containers and 
medicine samples. 10:00 
to 11:30 a.m. Mena-Polk 
County Senior Center Pre-
scription drug take back 
partner: Sheriff Scott Saw-
yer

MENA A&P MISSION 
will meet on June 18 be-
ginning 5:30 p.m. at Mena 
City Hall

The City of Mena along with Polk County Long Term Recovery Committee held a commemorative tree planting cer-

emony, Thursday, June 6. They met with members of the Polk County Library to plant a tree in remembrance of the 

April 9th, 2009 tornado that devastated Mena and Polk county. Today was a day of remembrance and reflection of a 
date that will live in our memories. This Committee also donated trees to be planted at Tapley Park for all too enjoy. 

Pictured left to right are Linda Rexroad, Julie Ulmer, Brenda Miner, Pat Phillips, Librarian Mary Renick, Amelia and 

Renee Hendrix, Mayor Seth Smith, Polk County Judge Brandon Ellison, and David Williams. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)

Renderings revealed of the new UARM campus
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