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Polk County Judge Bran-
don Ellison has placed a 
burn ban upon Polk Coun-
ty as of September 16, 2019 
until further notice. Due to a 
long duration of dry weath-
er, with lacking adequate 
rainfall or precipitation has 
created dry and hazardous 
conditions throughout Polk 
County. Fire Districts have 
reported dangerous condi-
tions. 

Stated within a court or-
der, an emergency situation 
exists in the unincorporated 
areas of Polk County and 
the hazard potential to life 
and property is such that a 
ban and prohibition against 
outdoor burning is here-
by declared September 16, 
2019, at 11 AM until such 
ban is lifted by Polk Coun-
ty Judge. The order shall be 
enforceable under County 
Ordinance 95-18 by and 
through the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Department. The 
local Fire Officials and Of-
fice of Emergency Services 
for Polk County may con-
tact the Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office for assistance if 
they observe a violation to 
exist. 

No outdoor burning shall 
be permitted. The ban will 
remain in effect until signif-
icant rainfall occurs county 
wide.

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR Mr. Benny Weston of  the Mena Public School 
District was named as the Arkansas Superintendent of  the Year for 2019-20. 
Weston as he was notified and presented the 2020 Superintendent of  the Year 
award by the Arkansas Association of  School Administrators (AASA) during the 
annual Report to the Public Meeting at the administration office. Dr. Richard 
Abernathy, Executive Director for the Arkansas Association of  Educational Ad-
ministrators, along with former Arkansas Superintendents of  the Year and local 
legislators, surprised Mr. Weston with the award mid-meeting. Pictured above 
with Weston are School Board Members Todd Aynes, Phillip Wilson, Susan Row-
ell, Robbie Hines, and Kyle Cannon. (Photo courtesy of  Andy Philpot)

The Mena City Council 
will convene on Thursday, 
September 19, 2019 at City 
Hall. 

There will be an open pub-
lic hearing to discuss and 
hear comments concerning 
a proposed ordinance clos-
ing a portion of dedicated 
un-opened street known as 
Eagle Gap Avenue lying be-
tween Morrow Street and 
North Morgan Street and 
located adjacent to Liles Vi-
sion Clinic and Mena Vet-
eran’s Clinic in the City of 
Mena, Arkansas.

The new business to be 
considered will include:  

consider bids received for 
the 2019 Hot-Mix overlay 
program; consider an ordi-
nance closing a portion of a 
dedicated un-opened street 
known as Eagle Gap Ave-
nue lying between Morrow 
Street and North Morgan 
Street and located adjacent 
to Liles Vision Clinic and 
Mena Veteran’s Clinic in 
the City of Mena, Arkansas; 
consider quotes received to 
purchase a brush cutter at-
tachment for the mini exca-
vator equipment at the Mena 
Street Department; council 
authorization to sell a used 
dump truck from the Mena 
Street Department; consider 
the re-appointment of David 
Gilbert to the City of Mena 
Hospital Commission for a 
five year term.
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Weston named Superintendent of the Year

On the morning of Sep-
tember 16, 2019, the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
18th Judicial West Drug 
Task Force, and the Arkansas 
State Police executed a search 
warrant at 6064 Highway 8 
West in Mena.   The search 
warrant was obtained as part 
of a narcotics investigation.

During the search, Dep-
uties located methampheta-
mines, drug paraphernalia , 
and several firearms (includ-
ing a defaced one and a sto-
len one).

Arrested at the scene were 
Jason G. Myers, age 42 of 
Mena, and Michelle R. Al-
len, age 47 of Mena.

Jason Myers was charged 

with Posses-
sion of Meth-
amphetamines 
with Intent to 
Deliver 5-64-
420, Simulta-
neous Posses-
sion of Drugs 
and Firearms 
5-74-106, and 
Maintaining a 
Drug Premises 
5-64-402.

Michelle Al-
len was charged with Posses-
sion of Methamphetamines, 
Simultaneous Possession of 
Drugs and Firearms, and 
Maintaining a Drug Prem-
ises.

Both Myers and Allen are 

currently in the Polk County 
Detention Center with their 
bond set at $25,000.00.

The above charges are only 
allegations.  

All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Myers and Allen arrested 
on drug charges

Mr. Benny Weston, Super-
intendent of Mena School 
District, was presented with 
the 2020 Arkansas Superin-
tendent of the Year Award.  
Dr. Richard Abernathy, 
Executive Director for the 
Arkansas Association of Ed-
ucational Administrators 
(AAEA), along with former 
Superintendent of the Year 
and local legislators, sur-
prised Mr. Weston, present-
ing him with the award at a 
meeting in the Mena School 
District on Sept. 17. 

The American Association 
of School Administrators 
(AASA) National Superin-
tendent of the Year program, 
sponsored by ARAMARK 
Education, ING and AASA, 
pays tribute to the talent and 
vision of men and women 
who lead the nation’s public 
schools. 

Candidates are judged on 
the following criteria: leader-

ship for learning, communi-
cation, professionalism, and 
community involvement. 
Each state association of 
school administrators selects 
a State Superintendent of the 
Year. These superintendents 
are then in the running for 
the National Superintendent 
of the Year and will be rec-
ognized and honored at the 
AASA National Conference 
on Education February 13-
15 in San Diego, CA.

Weston has been a long-
time member of the AAEA 
and is in his third year serv-
ing on the AAEA Board of 
Directors. Weston has also  
served on AAEA legislative 
committees and the Com-
missioner of Education Ad-
visory Counsel. He is cur-
rently President of the Rural 
Education Association and 
Vice President of the Arkan-
sas Activities Association. 

Weston has served the 

Mena School District since 

July 2012 and prior to Mena, 

Weston was superintendent 

in the Mt. Ida School Dis-

trict from July 1998 to June 

2012. Currently, the Mena 

School District has student 

enrollment of 1,700.

Dr. Abernathy stated, “It is 

an honor to be able to come 

back to my home town and 

recognize a great education-

al leader in Benny Weston. I 

have known Benny for many 

years, and he has always im-

pressed me by his leadership 

style and putting kids first. 

Benny has been not only an 

educational leader in Mena 

but for the state as well.”

CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES on the future devel-

opment of   a multi-million dollar nursing and rehabil-

itation facility behind the U.S. Postal office on Mor-

row Street. An open public meeting this Thursday to 
discuss and hear comments concerning a proposed 
ordinance closing a portion of  dedicated un-opened 
street known as Eagle Gap Avenue lying between 
Morrow Street and North Morgan Street. The clo-
sure will ensure safety mesaures and precautions 
for the residents of  the future facility.   (Photo cour-

tesy of  Elizabeth Horn)
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ARVEST BANK OF MENA presented a check to Mayor Seth Smith and Mena Po-
lice Chief  Tommy Stueart for $8,400 in June of  this year for the purchase of  new 
uniforms. Pictured above with Smith and Arvest Bank of  Mena associates are 
Mena Police Officers in their new uniforms on Friday, Sept. 13. (Photo courtesy 
of  the City of  Mena)

Fall has arrived.

First day of Fall | September 23, 2019


