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NO TO BLACK FRIDAY!...YES TO 
PRE-THANKSGIVING SALES!

Bring us your list of 
Blessings,

We’ll match them
with discounts!

Mon. - Tues. Nov. 25th & 26th
Fami

9799V

November 13th, 2019
“Brighten somone’s day with a random act of kindess.”

NATIONAL 
Expresso Day

November23

Mena’s favorite holiday 
resident is coming back and 
we are excited to welcome 
this jolly member of the 
community to town! Santa 
will be visiting his vacation 
home in the beautiful Oua-
chita Mountains and invites 
you to stop by for a visit. 
Join us at the 2019 Christ-
mas Festival on December 
7th,  after the Christmas 
Parade of Lights. Located 
in Historic Janssen Park, 
Santa’s elves are very busy 
getting the house decorated 

and filled with Christmas 
spirit to celebrate the sea-
son. Santa is spending his 
holiday here and is excited 
to bring joy to all the chil-
dren and adults who stop 
by to visit. 

There is no admission 
fee to visit the Santa House 
and Ol’ St. Nick is happy 
to pose for a picture. The 
Santa House will addition-
ally serve as a drop off loca-
tion for the Marine Corp. 
League Toys for Tots Pro-
gram. Your support will 
help less fortunate children 
share in the magic of the 
holidays.  

The Santa House will 
also be open on December 
14th and 21st from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Santa House has 
moved to Janssen Park

Remembering Hearts For-
ever is a organization com-
prised of families who have 
experienced a loss of a child, 
grandchild, or sibling at any 
age by any cause.

Each year, members of Re-
membering Hearts Forever 
gather by candlelight to hon-
or their loved one(s) during 
the holiday season. As others 

prepare for upcoming festiv-
ities and happenings, some 
family members throughout 
Polk County are faced with 
another season without their 
loved one(s). Through the can-
dle lighting ceremony, family 
members are able to share with 
others, who have similar loss 
in their lives, the name of their 
loved one as well as a photo 

through a slide show.
This year’s event will take 

place Sunday, Dec. 8 at the Un-
ion Bank of Mena Community 
Room in the rear of the build-
ing. The doors will open at 5:30 
with the program starting an 
hour later. If you are attend-
ing, please bring a picture or 
memento of your child. A table 
will be provided.

According to Diane Mathis, 
founder and coordinator of 
Remembering Hearts  Forev-
er, the event will be “part of a 
world-wide candle lighting.” 
World Candle Lighting Day 
has been observed on the sec-
ond Sunday in December since 
1997. The day was created by     

     Candle Continued
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The Ministerial Alliance 
will host the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner at the 
Historic Old Armory locat-
ed on De Queen and Maple 

on Sunday, November 24 at 
5:00 PM. The menu will be 
chicken, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, deserts, tea, cof-
fee, and water.

Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner

Community welcomes 
Williams as President
of Union Bank of Mena

Kevin Williams and his wife Tiffany during the Nov. 19 
“Meet and Greet” at the Union Bank of Mena.

Community members 
gathered at the Union Bank 
of Mena on Tuesday, Nov. 
19 for a welcome reception in 
welcoming Kevin Williams 
as President of the Union 
Bank of Mena. 

Williams succeeded Philip 
Hensley during the month 
of September. Hensley will 
continued his involvement 
within the organization as a 
Senior Advisor.

Williams, a Mena native, 

joined Union Bank in 2003 
and has  maintained posi-
tions in lending, internal 
audits, finance, risk manage-
ment and compliance. 

Williams  currently serves 
as Chairman of the Mena In-
termountain Airport Com-
mission as will be appointed 
to the Boards of Directors 
of the Union Bank of Mena 
and the First Financial Bank 
of Paris.

2019 Remembering Hearts Forever candle lighting
Dec. 8 • 6:30 p.m. • Union Bank of Community Room

Janssen Park located  ini 
the heart of Mena, will be 
transformed into a winter 
wonderland during the up-
coming Christmas Festival.

The Mena Advertising 
and Promotion Commis-
sion will be presenting the 
Annual Mena Christmas 
Festival on December 7th 
at 7:00 p.m., immediately 
following the Christmas Pa-
rade of Lights. 

Surround yourself with 
holiday cheer and celebrate 
the season with family, 
friends and neighbors at 
this treasured event.

Great music will fill the air 
as Lana Gail and the Gail 
Force perform a Christmas 
Music Concert beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Stick around, be-
cause at 7:30 p.m., the skies 
will be filled with lights from 
an even bigger and better 
fireworks display sponsored 
by our hometown bank, Un-
ion Bank. 

In addition to all of this 
and sure to get you into the 
Christmas spirit, is the Of-
ficial Lighting of Janssen 
Park Ceremony that will 
make our beautiful town 
sparkle and shine.

Walking in a 
winter wonderland...

2019 Christmas Festival

2019 Veterans Day ParaDe

On Saturday, Nov. 16, Mena Street was lined with citizens on both sides to salute and pay tribute to our Polk County 
and WWII veterans during the Veterans Day Parade.  The event began at The Crossing Church and traveled to Wash-
burns Home Furnishing on North Mena Street. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn) 

STATE REP. MARCUS RICHMOND (R-Dist.21 – Harvey) re-
ceived an Arkansas State Chamber/Associated Industries 
of Arkansas 2019 Business Matters Leadership Award on 
Thursday, November 14 at a State Chamber/AIA Door-To-
Door meeting in Fort Smith. Richmond was recognized 
with the award for supporting positive business initiatives 
during the 92nd General Assembly. (From left) Arkansas 
State Chamber President & CEO Randy Zook presents 
State Rep. Marcus Richmond with a 2019 Business Mat-
ters Leadership Award.

Richmond recognized 
for supporting positive 

business initiatives


