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IT’S 
RODEO 
WEEK!

Boozman talks Farm 
Bill, Infrastructure, and 

Broadband to local leaders

Texas man arrested for bomb 

threat and arson case

THE OAKS TO CLOSE 

DOORS BY AUGUST 17

BUCKS DAY

By Elizabeth Horn 
Editor@Menastar.com

During his western and 
southwestern Arkansas tour, 
U.S. Senator Boozman visit-
ed with local leaders, toured 
Nidec, and participated in 
the UA Rich Mountain Ath-
letic Program Ribbon cutting 
on the morning of Tuesday, 
August 6.

Boozman began his day in 
Mena with a breakfast round-
table with the Mena/Polk County Chamber 
of Commerce and local elected officials at the 
Lime Tree restaurant. “My message is simply 
(to let us know of ) anything that we can do to 
help,” said Boozman to the crowd. “There’s 
a lot going on in Washington … there are 
no worries of a government shutdown … 

the things that will be coming up next will 
be the Farm Bill. Agriculture is probably 25 
percent of the state’s economy, but when you 
get into rural Arkansas, it is probably 85-90 
percent. It is very important and we are com-
mitted in helping in any way that we can,” 
shared Boozman.

In regard to the trade issues Boozman 
shared that Mexico was our leading trade 
partner in the world and wanted to get that 
shored up. “The good news os that agreement 
is done. We just need to get it ratified…I be-
lieve we can get it passed before the end of 
the year,” said Boozman despite the bar being 
raised each day including worker protection. 

“Reauthorization of the Highway Trust 
Fund is another big issue,” shared Boozman. 
According to Boozman about 40 percent 
of the money spent on infrastructure and 
transportation comes from the national gov-
ernment. Boozman explained that the reau-
thorization was not due for another year, but 
due to the time constraints of contracts and 
constructors, a decision should be made in 
the near future so they will know what type 

of funding will be available. 
Boozman commented “I be-
lieve one of the reasons we 
have become the economic 
power we are was because 
we have had good infrastruc-
ture.” 

Gar Eisele, of the Interna-
tional I40 Coalition, shared 
his concern of Arkansas be-
ing the 180 mile missing link 
within the 1300-mile corri-
dor between Winnipeg Can-
ada and New Orleans, Lou-

isiana. “You can easily make the argument 
that nothing can bring more prosperity to 
the stare of Arkansas than the completion of 
I49,” said Eisele. Eisele questioned Boozman 
on any comments in regard to the completion 
of the bridge across the Arkansas River.  “It 
was easier to steer money in the old days … 
it’s a different system today … but with the 
great examples set forth with the economic 
development done in the right place and the 
right time the infrastructure can be done,” 
shared Boozman. Boozman supported the 
efforts in the construction of the bridge for 
continued support of I49 completion.

Boozman also spoke about his support for 
the expansion of broadband, especially in 
areas of rural Arkansas. Boozman explained 
that the mindset must expand beyond the 
“three ‘R’s of roads, railroads, and runways 
when you think of infrastructure. You have 
to think broadband.”  According to Booz-
man, the concept of broadband has “caught 
on” and advancements will be taking place in 
rural America. Boozman answered questions 
in regard to core regulations for Judge Bran-
don Ellison and spoke briefly on agricultur-
al programs and the necessity of them and 
funding with Polk County Exntension Agent 
Sherry Beaty-Sullivan.

After the breakfast, Boozman toured Nidec 
followed by a UA Rich Mountain Athletic 
Program Ribbon cutting ceremony. 

By Elizabeth Horn 
Editor@Menastar.com

Mike Shepard, consultant 
with the Shepard Group, 
confirmed the August 17, 
2019 closure of the The 
Oaks at Mena Assisted Liv-
ing. The immediate release 
provided to us stated, “The 
Ouachita Senior Commu-
nity Development Limit-
ed Partnership, owners of 
The Oaks at Mena Assist-
ed Living, have announced 
the closing of The Oaks At 
Mena effective at midnight 
Saturday, August 17, 2019 
due to insufficient operating 
revenue brought about by a 
reduction in Arkansas Med-
icaid reimbursements which 
took effect July 1, 2019 
with an additional reduction 
scheduled in the future.”

“The issue boils down to 
two things. First, DHS (De-
partment of Human Servic-
es) and the state of Arkansas 
have restricted the number 
of Medicaid admissions go-
ing on the third year to 1200 
applicants at any one time 
statewide. This is a CMS 
waiver program. When you 
go back to when the Assisted 
Living Program was formed 
in 2001, the state assured us 
that all of the Medicaid pro-
grams would remain viable. 

This assurance was necessary 
because the providers would 
have to invest millions of 
dollars to provide the build-
ings. When they restricted 
the slots, they created the 
start of the pressure. Then 
with the rate cut, which we 
argued and were able to get 
reduced to 16 percent rather 
than 22 percent, was still be-
low our cost. Small facilities 

OAKS Continued 
on page 3A

Don't forget the “Barn in 
the USA” Rodeo Parade will 
take place this Thursday at 6 
p.m. Riders and floats will 
need to gather up at The 
Crossing parking lot locat-
ed on north Mena Street. 
The parade will travel south 
on Mena Street toward the 
railroad tracks, left on Sher-
wood, left on 4th Street and 
back to The Crossing. If you 
ride a horse in the parade, 
you will receive a free pass 
to Thursday night's rodeo. 
There are cash prizes for 
the best 3 floats in the pa-
rade. In addition to the pa-
rade, ,there is a full slate of 
rodeo entertainment. Polk 
County's Shadowriders will 
be performing each night, 
along with trick riders, fun-
ny man Willie Cline, and 
the best cowboys and cow-
girls around. The rodeo will 
also have Mutton Bustin 
($15 enter nightly) and Jr 
Barrels ($25 enter nightly). 
Both events will give a buck-
le to the average winner! 
Come on out and watch the 
youth of the Rodeo. Pictured 
above (from left to right) are 
members of the Polk Coun-
ty Shadowriders: Andrea 
Lane, Aby Fourtner, Kris-
ten White, Michelle White, 
Amanda Harrison, Maggie 
Barret, Tori Barret.

By Elizabeth Horn 
Editor@Menastar.com

Within just two hours and 
ten minutes, the Mena Po-
lice Department was able to 
apprehend and make the ar-
rest of  Jacob Samuel Green, 
age 25, of Denison, Texas 
on Saturday, August 3 in re-
gard to a bomb threat to the 
Mena United Postal Service 
office and arson of the “Just 
for Kids” PCDC resale store.

“About 0340 hours, the 
Mena Police Department 
received a bomb threat to 
the Mena Post Office at 400 
South Morrow Street. After 
responding to the call, of-
ficer noticed the PCDC re-
sale store “Just For Kids” at 
811 Eagle Gap was on fire 
and the front glass door had 
been shattered,” stated Chief 
Deputy Tod Cannon. 

Immediately after the dis-
covery, the Mena Fire De-
partment was dispatched at 
4:10 a.m. to the resale store 
and was able to contain the 
fire within minutes. Accord-
ing to Fire Chief Steve Egger, 
the fire was contained to a 
rack of clothing and a baby 
bed, but the entire building 
experienced smoke damage. 
There were no injuries.

Green was en route to Fay-
etteville from Texas when he 
was arrested at a local motel. 

“We were very fortunate to 
have located him. Usual-
ly in something like this, if 
you do not get them quick 
you do not get them,” said 
Mena Police Chief Tommy 
Stueart. Police offers were 
able to ping the cell phone 
used during the call-in of the 
threat by the number provid-
ed to dispatch through caller 
ID. Green is currently being 
held at the Polk County De-
tention Center on charges 
of arson, commercial bur-
glary, and threatening a fire 
or bomb. At time of press, 
it was not known if federal 
charges would be filed.

The Mena Fire Depart-
ment, the Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Fort Smith 
Fire Department Bomb 
Squad, the US Postal Ser-
vice and the ATF assisted the 
Mena Police Department 
with the investigation.

Nidec Plant Manager Jim 
Stroope and his manage-
ment team briefed Senator 
Boozman on their recent 
continuous improvement 
program at the Nidec U.S. 
Electrical Motors Plant.
Left to Right:  Will Bow-
ers (3Q6S Manager), Jim 
Stroope, Senator Boozman, 
County Judge Brandon 
Ellison, Billy Carmack 
(Nidec HR Manager)

Boozman 
tours Nidec

AUGUST 15TH HAS 
OFFICIALLY BEEN DE-
CLARED AS ‘MEET THE 
BUCKS’ DAY by Polk 
County Judge Brandon El-
lison. He was joined by 
State Representative John 
Maddox, Mena Mayor Seth 
Smith, U.S. Senator John 
Boozman for the proclama-
tion signing. The proclama-
tion encourages residents to 
participate in all events in-
cluding Paint the Town Red 
and MEET THE BUCKS 
NIGHT on August 15 at 
Bearcat Stadium. Tailgat-
ing begins at 5:30 p.m. The 
event is free.   The Meet the 
Bucks community pep ral-
ly will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
featuring a joint honorary 
Bucks cheerleading squad 
comprised of Acorn, Mena, 

and Cossatot River cheer-
leaders, as well as all of the 
Bucks cross-country and soc-
cer student-athletes will be 
announced followed by the 
mens’ Bucks soccer scrim-
mage. All youth soccer ath-
letes are encouraged to come 
‘run with the Bucks’ during 
intros, National Anthem, 
and assist with balls.

L-R seated: State Rep-
resentative John Maddox, 
Mena Mayor Seth Smith, 
Polk County Judge Bran-
don Ellison, and U.S. Sen-

ator John Boozman. L-R 
standing: Assistant Athletic 
Director Jerod McCormick, 
Chancellor Dr. Phillip Wil-
son, Athletic Director Mor-
ris Boydstun, Soccer Coach 
Brian Byrd, Cross-Country 
Coach Samantha Shores, 
Baseball Coach Lance Spign-
er, Vice Chancellor of Ac-
ademic Affairs Dr. Krystal 
Thrailkill, Vice Chancellor 
of Student Affairs Chad 
Fielding and the Bucks Soc-
cer and Cross-Country stu-
dent-athletes.


