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VACATION AT HOME!

Order a
Radiant  Pool

Save up to $250!
Get a FREE Custom

Deluxe Winter Cover
Total savings up to 

$1000!
Sale ends April 15th

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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Show your 
appreciation to 
you local medical 
staff, especially 
during these 
difficult times 
as we fight the 
COVID-19 virus.

SPRING HAS ARRIVED in the heart of Mena with flow-

ering blooms found bordering the two ponds at Janssen 

Park. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)

The Arkansas State Highway Commission has ap-
proved a bid for improvements to roadways in Polk 
County, according to Arkansas Department of Trans-
portation (ARDOT) officials.

The purpose of this project is to overlay .84 miles 
of various city streets in Cove to include E. Barton 
Avenue, East Street, Old Cove Road, Depot Street, 
Main Street and Middle Street; and .83 miles of var-
ious city streets in Mena to include Janssen Ave and 
Reeves Avenue.

Crow Group, Inc. of Morrilton was awarded the 
contract at $561,921.37.

Construction is scheduled to begin in two to four 
weeks, weather permitting. Completion is expected 
in mid 2020. Travel information can be found at ID-
riveArkansas.com or ArDOT.gov. You can also follow 
us on Twitter @myARDOT.

Arkansas Highway Commission 
Approves Bid for Improvements 

in Mena and Polk County

A state of emergen-
cy was declared in Polk 
County by County Judge 
Brandon Ellison. “The 
primary reason for this 
decision was to give Polk 
County the ability to re-
quest certain items and 
resources from the state 
and federal governments 
that are not currently 
available locally,” said El-
lison. “We have request-
ed personal protection 
equipment (PPE) for our 
law enforcement and jail 
personnel from the Ar-
kansas Department of 
Emergency Management 
(ADEM). The declara-
tion can give us some 
other benefits, if need-
ed, as we navigate the 
uncharted waters of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

“Over the last few 
weeks I have educated 
myself on the best strate-

gies to mitigate the threat 
this virus brings to the 
elderly and health com-
promised in our coun-
ty. According to many 
experts and lessons 
learned, social distancing 
and frequent disinfection 
are key in the reduction 
of spread of COVID-19. 
Our team will continue 
to learn as we give this 
subject proper attention.” 

“Please be kind to one 
another and call your 
elderly friends and fam-
ily members instead of 
dropping by. Refraining 
from travel to other ar-
eas and self-isolation will 
further mitigate spread. 
I know we can count on 
the people of Polk Coun-
ty to use common sense 
and the discipline to “lay 
low” for a few weeks 
while conditions devel-
op,” concluded Ellison.

Ellison declared State of 
Emergency in Polk County

As of the early morn-

ing hours of Wednesday, 

March 25 there are now  236 

confirmed positive cases 

of the novel Corona Virus 

COVID-19 within the state of 

Arkansas.  Of the number, at 

least two cases are from Polk 

County.

During daily press con-

ferences, Governor Asa 

Hutchinson has briefed both 

the media and the commu-

nity on measures that have 

been taken in regard to virus 

and the citizens of Arkansas 

as well as actions that have 

been taken to continue the 

mitigation of social distanc-

ing and working together to 

‘flatten the curve.’

Directives which imme-

diately went into effect  last 

Thursday, March 19 were: 

K-12 public schools will 

remain closed until April 

17th. The state will re-eval-

uate re-opening at that time 

and education will continue 

through AMI after next week’s 

scheduled spring break.

All bars and restaurants 

will now be closed for dine-

in service and open for car-

ry-out, drive-through, and 

delivery. Arkansas Alcoholic 

Beverage Control issued a 

rule allowing restaurants and 

microbrewery restaurants 

to sell beer and wine (un-

opened/corked) for off-site 

consumption with the pur-

chase of food. This will be for 

the next 30 days.

Indoor venues, includ-

ing gyms, are now closed to 

“non-essential” functions.

State government em-

ployees will conduct business 

through telecommuting and 

on-site work, which will be 

limited to personnel neces-

sary to the proper function-

ing of government. 

Hospitals, clinics, and 

mental health facilities are 

mandated to screen staff and 

visitors with temperature and 

symptom-screening.

Barbershops, beauty sa-

lons, nail salons, tattoo par-

lors, and massage therapy 

locations must close to stop 

the spread of COVID-19 as of 

Tuesday, March 24.

The Governor and Dr. 

Nathan Smith continue to 

encourage citizens to avoid 

the gathering of groups since 

we have transitioned into the 

community spread phase. 

Each are looking at Arkansas 

reaching its peak of casses, 

equating to just over 1,000 

patients hospitalized, in six 

to eight weeks. During this 

time period, Gov. Hutchin-

son is urging citizens to com-

ply with the directives and 

guidelines. 

For the most updated 

information in regard to 

COVID-19 novel coronavis-

rus, visit the Arkansas De-

partment of Health’s website 

at www.healthy.arkansas.gov. 

and for local news coverage 

www.menastar.com.

COVID-19 spread increases
directives from state Governor

POLK COUNTY REMAINS a shade of light blue on 

the Arkansas Department of Health Positive Cases 

of COVID-19 on Arkansas indicating there are 1-4 

positive cases within the county. ADH has activat-

ed a call center to answer questions from health 

care providers and the public about the novel coro-

navirus. During normal business hours (8 a.m. 

– 4:30 p.m.), urgent and non-urgent calls, please 

call 1-800-803-7847. After normal business hours, 

urgent calls needing immediate response, please 

call 501-661-2136.

UA Rich Mountain 

Chancellor Phillip Wil-

son announced last week 

that all campuses will 

move to online instruc-

tion for the remainder of 

the semester. 

“In the interest of the 

continuity of course de-

livery and for the protec-

tion of our community, 

we have made the deci-

sion to remain online un-

til the conclusion of the 

semester.”

The announcement 

follows a week of un-

precedented measures to 

contain the community 

spread of the coronavi-

rus. “Making this deci-

sion now will allow all 

of our students, wheth-

er local, out of state, or 

out of country, to return 

home to practice social 

distancing and minimize 

the risk associated with 

this terribly contagious 

COwVID-19,” Wilson 

added. 

Faculty and staff will 

remain at work. “Our 

commitment to our stu-

dents during this transi-

tion is unwavering,” said 

Wilson.  Students are 

encouraged to call with 

any questions or issues. A 

complete employee direc-

tory is available at: http://

uarichmountain.edu/

departments-and-staff. 

“The library, which will 

remain open to cur-

rently enrolled degree 

seeking students begin-

ning March 30, will of-

fer limited access. Call 

479.394.7622 ext. 1371 

for those details.  In addi-

tion, our student support 

service is available to 

provide tutoring… know 

that we are here for you 

every step of the way.”

All UARM classes now 
being conducted on-line 

or via other remote 
instruction methods

DREW PLUNKETT, a Mena High School graduate, 

has been accepted into the University of Arkansas 

School of Law. Pictured with Drew is District Judge 

Danny Thrailkill. Drew is 

the son of PT and Christy 

Plunkett and big brother 

to Jake. Congratulations 

Drew!


