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The unthinkable 
happened for the 
Mena Ladycats last 
week, just days before 
a possible conference 
title for the first time 
since 1996. After wins 
over De Queen and 
Hope last week, the 
Ladycats were 12-1 in 
conference play, head-
ing into their final 
conference game of 
the season, against the 
Malvern Leopards. 

Tied for first place 
in the 7-4A, the La-
dycats would win 
the tie-breaker over 
Nashville, after defeat-
ing the Scrapperettes 
by 14 points earlier 
this season. However, 
an off-court strate-
gy from other teams 
in the conference 
stripped Mena from 
their chances of win-
ning their conference 
championship.

Mena was sched-
uled to host Malvern 

on Thursday, Feb. 11, 
at the Union Bank 
Center. Due to possi-
ble inclement weather, 
public schools across 
Arkansas were moved 
online, causing the 
games on the hard-
wood to be cancelled. 
On Friday, the Leop-
ards of Malvern de-
clined to play Mena 
at Malvern or in Polk 
County. By a vote from 
administrators in the 
conference, it was de-
cided a game did not 

have to be played, 
deeming the Nashville 
Scrapperettes as con-
ference champions.

The cancellation 
also denied the Mena 
senior boys squad the 
opportunity to defeat 
the Malvern Leopards 
and up their seeding 
in the district tour-
nament. Therefore, 
the Bearcats were giv-
en the #6 seed, while 
Malvern was handed

Mena continued

on page 8

Mena Police Chief 
Tommy Stueart made 
the following state-
ment on the morn-
ing of Thursday, Feb. 
11 concerning arrests 
made Wednesday 
night in Mena.

“A string of thefts 
from vehicles in the 
Timber Ridge East 
and Ransom Road 
area have been re-
ported in recent 
days. Investigations 
led to the issuance 
of search warrants 
for two residences 
in Mena. During the 
evening of February 
10th, resident search-
es were conducted 
by the Mena Police 
Department aided 
by the 18th West Ju-
dicial District Drug 

Task Force, officers 
from Probation and 
Parole and from the 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Investigator's Office,” 
said Stueart. 

He continued, 
“Items valued at over 
$5,000.00 were re-
covered. Items from 
a recent commer-
cial burglary were 
also recovered, along 
with cash, drugs, and 
drug paraphernalia. 
Arrested were Eddy 
Chance Clovis age 36 
of Mena, Justin Close 
age 33 of Mena, and 
Jakki Lynn Hellyer 
age 28 of Mena.”

Charges are pend-
ing at this time and 
the investigations are 
ongoing.

Malvern refuses to play, costs 
Ladycats conference title

Danny Thrailkill 
was presented with 
a plaque  during the 
February meeting 
of the Polk County 
Housing Authority.  

Thrailkill has 
worked with the 
housing authority 
for over 28 years and 
Executive Director, 
Dixie Shrader and the 
Board of Commis-
sioners have worked 

closely with him pro-
viding decent, safe, 
and affordable hous-
ing for Polk County 
residents.  

Judge Thrailkill 
expressed his appre-
ciation for the plaque 
and acknowledged 
Polk County Housing 
Authority as an essen-
tial part of the com-
munity.

Thrailkill recognized 
for dedication to Polk 

County Housing Authority

According to the US National Weather Service in Little 
Rock, the Polar Vortex, located near the North Pole, was 
weakened and broke into pieces during the month of Jan-
uary. Due to this event, Arctic air was sent toward Arkan-
sas and other southern states from an active subtropical jet 
which has driven storm systems across the southern states. 
Through the storm system, Western Arkansas has experi-
enced frigid temperatures in the single digits with wind 
chills in negative degrees over the Valentine’s Day weekend 
- with more on the way. 

Snow accumulations in Mena and Polk County ranged 
from 5.5” to more than eight inches in higher elevations.

An estimated six 
to ten-plus inches of 
snow has been fore-
casted by the  US Na-
tional Weather Service 
in Little Rock in the 
coming days.

West central Ar-

kansas will begin to 
receive sleet and snow 
during the evening 
hours of Tuesday, Feb. 
16 to continue through 
Thursday morning. 
The incoming system 
will be approaching 

from the west as the 
current system pulls 
away from Arkansas 
toward the Northeast.

Temperatures in 
the region will remain 
below freezing until 
Friday the 19th.

More winter weather to soon arrive

Snow day adventures

A two- vehicle 
crash in Polk County 
claimed the life of a 
Mena man on Friday 
night, February 12th. 

According to the 
Arkansas State Po-
lice report, two vehi-
cles were eastbound 
on Highway 375 near 
Polk County Road 
37 around 9:45 p.m. 
when a 2003 Dodge 
Dakota made an at-
tempt to pass a 2008 
Ford. 

The Dodge struck 
the Ford, left the road-

way, struck a tree and 
caught on fire - which 
resulted in the driver’s 
death.

The victim was 
identified in the re-
port as 67-year-old 
Jerry Don Lane of 
Mena.

The driver of the 
Ford was not injured.

The other driver 
was not identified in 
the report. The acci-
dent was investigated 
with Arkansas State 
Police Senior Corpo-
ral Mike D. Thomas.  

Two-vehicle crash results 
in death of Mena man

Arrests made by Mena PD 

in regard to string of thefts


