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ON 2018 MODELS 

HOT TUBS!HOT TUBS!

On Thursday, March 7th, the Mena Unified basketball team competed against Huntsville in the Centennial Bank State 
Championship. The local Mena High School team fell short to Huntsville by nine, 33-24.

State Runner-up

Tragedy to Triumph 

Sophia Vacca, a seventh 
grade student from Mena 
Middle School,  has  been 
notified by the National 
Geographic Society that 
she  is one of the semifi-
nalists eligible to compete 
in the 2019 National Geo-
graphic GeoBee Arkansas 
State Competition. 

The contest will be held 
at the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas in Conway 
on Friday, March 29, 2019.

This is the second level 
of the National Geograph-
ic GeoBee competition, 
which is now in its 31st year. 
School GeoBees were 
held in schools with fourth- 
through eighth-grade stu-
dents throughout the state 
to determine each school 
champion. School cham-
pions then took an online 
qualifying test, which they 
submitted to the National 
Geographic Society. The 
National Geographic So-
ciety has invited up to 100 
of the top-scoring students 
in each of the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, 
Department of Defense 
Dependents Schools and 
U.S. territories to compete 
in the State GeoBees.

This year, National Ge-
ographic increased the 
prize money for all State 
GeoBees. State champi-
ons will receive a medal, 
$1,000 in cash, and other 
prizes, as well as a trip 
to Washington, D.C., to 
represent their state in the 
National Championship 
to be held at National 
Geographic Society head-
quarters, May 19-22, 2019. 
Students that come in sec-
ond and third place will re-
ceive cash awards of $300 
and $100, respectively.

Vacca is the daughter of 
Scott and Ashley Vacca.
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The Polk County Sher-
iff’s office and the Arkansas 
State Police Criminal In-
vestigation Department are 
continuing an investigation 
in the death of Calvin “CJ” 
Goforth, 36, of Mena.

Goforth was discovered 
in a vehicle parked on Polk 
Road 42 after the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived a 911 call at approxi-
mately 2 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 9 about a gunshot 
victim on Polk 42, just East 
of Mena.

“This is an active investi-
gation and to protect the in-
tegrity of our investigation, 
no further details will be 
released at this time. Please 
keep the Goforth family and 
friends in your thoughts and 
prayers,” Polk County Sher-
iff, Scott Sawyer, said.

Investigation 
ongoing in 
local death

Due to an outbreak of 
mumps across the district, 
Cossatot River Schools 
closed all campus locations 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday for the 
remainder of the week. Ac-
cording to a Facebook post 
from the District, students 
will be using three A.M.I.  
(Alternate Methods of In-
struction) days for conta-
gious disease. Parent Teach-
er conferences have been 
cancelled and rescheduled 
at a later time. Students will 
return March 25 after Spring 
Break.

Mumps 
outbreak 

shuts down 
area school

Need a passport, but can-
not make it to the post office 
during normal hours? To 
ensure U.S. Citziens are 
prepared to travel abroad 
this spring and summer, the 
U.S. Postal Service will be 
hosting a passport fait at the 
Mena Post Office from 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 16. Appointments are 
not required on this day, so 
customers are encouraged 
to show up early, as appli-
cants will be served on a first 
come, first serve basis un-
til the applicant maximum 
capacity has been reached. 
The Mena Post Office is lo-
cated at 400 Morrow St. S. 

For additional informa-
tion, Mena postal custom-
ers may contact Passport 
Acceptance Clerk Tamyra 
Clark by calling 479-394-
2884 or via e-mail: tamyra.d.
clark@usps.gov.

Mena Post 
Office to host 

Passport 
Fair

The Mena Intermountain Municipal 
Airport commissioners met for their 
regularly scheduled March meeting on 
Monday,March 11. 

Discussion included the progress 
made with the taxiway construction. 
According to Fred Ogden, Airport 
Manager, asphalt will be poured 
around March 18 for the phase one of 
the project. Three thousand of the five 
thousand feet will be laid. According to 
Ogden, engineers and contractors de-
cided to conduct a one-time pass of 4” 
asphalt on the gravel. 

“Good progress is being made on 
Taxiway Bravo in spite of the per-

sistently bad weather since before 
Thanksgiving.  Mark Word and the 
Redstone team are making the best of 
a difficult situation,” Ogden shared. “If 
all goes well, Redstone and their sub-
contractor may be able to start laying 
asphalt on about 3000’ of the taxiway 
sometime during the week of March 18, 
or sometime the next week depending 
on the weather. A diagram is attached 
that depicts the areas they hope to pave 
during this “lift.”

Also during the progression of the 
project, there is a possible 90-day shut 
down  of Runway 09-27 during the start 
of summer “With regard to the 90-day 

closure of runway 09-27 later this year, 
please note that runway 17-35 will be 
open during this time and that the en-
tire length of runway 17-35 will be open.  
Also, our tenant on taxiway alpha will 
be able to access the rest of the airport 
during the closure of 09/27 since taxi-
way bravo will be open north of alpha. 
It will not be necessary to close taxiway 
alpha,” Odgen said. 

A bid request has been sent to the 
state for an apron for the north end of 
Taxi Bravo according to Ogden. When 
questioned about the apron, Ogden 
explained to commissioners that the 
apron was beyond the scope of what 

the FFA wanted during the 
initial discussion of construc-
tion. 

Fuel sales from the previ-
ous month was down due to 
weather conditions. 

A one-year mowing bid 
was awarded  Miles Feer-
ick and the Freerick Family 
Partnership for the airport 
grounds and nominations 
were taken for open commis-
sioner positions.

Airport Taxiway construction 
continues to move forward

COMMUNITY
The newly formed Polk County Community Veterans Engage-
ment Team (C-VET) hosted a Veterans Benefits Fair on Sat-
urday, March 9 at the old historic Armory. 

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS
Shop local enthusiasts made the trek from Suzy Q’s Sweet 
Creams and Coffee to ‘Mob’ the Old Bank Antiques store dur-
ing the March Cash Mob event held on Saturday, March 9.

Share your stories, memories, and 
photos with us for the 10-Year 
commemorative edition of the 
April 9, 2009 tornado.  Send 

information to editor@menastar.com.


