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VACATION AT HOME!

Order a
Radiant  Pool

Save up to $250!
Get a FREE Custom

Deluxe Winter Cover
Total savings up to 

$1000!
Sale ends April 15th

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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Due to the effects of the Coronavirus, The Mena Star has had 
to condense content in the print edition. Other news stories and 

announcements can be found on our website, menastar.com, or on our 
Facebook page: Mena Newspapers, Inc.

CAN’T FIND IT IN THIS ISSUE?

CHECK OUT MENASTAR.COM!

City of Mena
Spring Clean Up
begins April 28

The City of Mena An-
nual Spring Clean-Up is 
scheduled to begin Tues-
day, April 28, 2020. City 
trucks will pick up items 
you want to dispose of at 
no charge.

This Clean-up ser-
vice is free for residences 
within the City limits of 
Mena only.

Materials will not be 
picked up unless they are 
placed at the curb-side 
and separated. Street De-
partment crew and equip-
ment will not go onto pri-
vate property to move or 
aide in moving items.

It is very important to 
separate any items that 
you want to keep away 
from those that are to be 
discarded (such as trash 
cans).

The following items 
cannot be picked up: con-
crete, brick, rocks, dirt, 
shingles, batteries and 
construction debris.

* PLEASE separate 
your items to be discard-
ed into 5 distinct piles as  
follows:

1. Furniture - - couch-
es, chairs, televisions, 
window frames, etc.

2. Household trash - - 
paper items, etc.

(Please place trash 
cans, that you wish to 
keep, to one side so that 
they will not be disposed 
of inadvertently). 

3. Metal material - - 
hot water heaters, stoves, 
appliances, etc.

4. Large yard wastes - - 
tree limbs, shrubs, etc.

5. Tires
Note – It is required 

that all small yard debris 
such as small limbs, gum 
balls, grass and leaves be 
placed in garbage bags.

The Mena Street De-
partment will begin pick 
up in the Northwest part 
of the city and work their 
way across town following 
the same routes as South-
ern Disposal. Trucks will 
run 1 to 3 days after the 
day of your normal trash 
pick-up. The response to 
this Clean-Up is usually 
overwhelming, so please 
be patient if the trucks are 
running somewhat be-
hind. Each route will only 
be covered one time. It is 
not necessary to call City 
Hall in order to receive 
this service.

MASKED UP! Turn to 

page 10 to see commu-

nity members who are 

“slowing the spread” by 

taking extra precautions 

and wearing a mask .

Confirmation was 
made by Polk County 
Sheriff Scott Sawyer of 
eight confirmed positive 
COVID-19 cases in Polk 
County as of April 7, 2020. 

At press deadline,  189 
Arkansans have recov-
ered from COVID-19 and 
19,919 patients within the 
United States have also re-
covered. 

Of the 13,778 total 
number of tests, 12,781 
were returned nega-
tive leaving 997 positive 
COVID-19 cases in Ar-
kansas. 

Unfortunately, eigh-
teen Arkansans have 
lost their lives to the 
COVID-19 (Novel Coro-

navirus).
According to Arkansas 

Governor Asa Hutchin-
son, the efforts made 
by Arkansans by social 
distancing and limiting 
gathering have impacted 
the state’s overall num-
bers seen in modeling and 
have slowed the spread of 
COVID-19.

“Arkansas is very long 
among the states with re-
gard to cumulative cases 
per 100,000,” shared Gov. 
Hutchinson. 

With Arkansas having 
just short of 800 ventila-
tors in the state and 500-
550 not in use, UAMS will 
provide five ventilators to 
Louisiana to assist them 

this week. Gov. Hutchin-
son confirmed that addi-
tional ventilators are still 
on order should Arkan-
sas need them as the days 
progress. 

In regard to projec-
tions, Gov. Hutchinson 
stated that the state has 
continued to ‘beat the 
curve’. In the cases of 
100,000, Arkansas is at the 
bottom 9 of all 50 states. 

As with most me-
dia conferences, Gov. 
Hutchinson is often asked 
about the possibility of a 
stay-at-home order. 

Gov. Hutchinson re-
iterated the following, “If 
we continue to adhere to 
the directives we have in 

place, they will be effec-
tive. What people can 
sustain over a period of 
time should be taken in 
consideration. We are 
hopeful that what we are 
doing will be effective. 
When it comes to having 
a healthy population – 
we have challenges and a 
somewhat elderly popu-
lation – which sadly im-
pacts the results...,” but for 
now, there is not intention 
by the governor to imple-
ment a stay-at-home or-
der. 

See page 5 for an up-
date to business limita-
tions set forth by Gov. 
Hutchinson for the state of 
Arkansas. 

Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson announced on 
Tuesday, April 6, 2020,  all 
public schools in the state 
would be closed to on-site 
learning for the remaining 
of the 2019-202 school year. 

During the onset of the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus, 
public schools and learning 
had transitioned to Alter-
nate Methods of Instruc-
tion (AMI) through April 
17th by decision of Gov. 
Hutchinson and Secretary 
of Education, Johnny Key.

During the April 6th 
COVID-19 press update, 
Key addressed the gover-
nor and reporters of the 
plans laid ahead for school 
administrators, faculty and 
students. 

According to Key,  the  
seniors which comprise the 
Class of  2020 will graduate 
if they have met all of their 
requirements through the 
third nine weeks of this 
school year.  Seniors who 

are currently enrolled in 
AP classes will have the op-
portunity to complete the 
class as well as take their 
exam at home. 

There are approximately 
35,000 high school seniors 
currently in the public 
school system and each of 
the high schools must ad-
dress the issue of a grad-
uation ceremony which 
would be subjected to the 
Arkansas Department of 
Health’s guidelines on gath-
erings. 

“We will continue  with 
AMI delivery throughout 
the state for the remainder 
of the year,” shared Key. 
AMI plans have been set 
until April 17 and the state 
will have the capacity  to 
expand the plan until May 
1. This allows time for each 
school district to develop 
their AMI plans through 
the last day of classes. Key 
emphasized the impor-
tance of flexibility on both 

administrators as well as 
teachers during this time. 
Due to some parents still 
employed, school sched-
ules may extend beyond the 
typical 8-3 time frame. 

Key encouraged teach-
ers to maintain the focus of 
the curriculum on the core 
subjects of math, literacy, 
science and social stud-
ies while coordinating art, 
music and other creative 
means on an as-needed ba-
sis or for extra curriculum. 

Support teachers will 
collaborate with core-con-
tent teachers.

The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Education is work-
ing with ACT on the re-
scheduling of dates.

Teachers will continue 
their professional develop-
ment courses on-line as the 
Dept. of Education is work-
ing on a policy that will as-
sist teachers in getting their 
Professional Development 
hours.

Positive COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Polk County

Mena Regional 
Health System contin-
ues to provide inpatient 
and outpatient services 
for our community. Ex-
treme infection control 
precautions have been 
implemented in order 
to safeguard anyone en-
tering our facilities for 
care. 

The following visi-
tor restriction policy is 
now in effect until fur-
ther notice. 

Visitation is restrict-
ed to 8:00 am - 7:00 
pm using the main en-
trance only. Visitation 
is restricted to one (1) 
single visitor per day 
per patient choice, 
non-transferable. Vis-
itors must stay in the 
room and not make 
multiple trips to de-
crease traffic through 
the hospital. If you 
leave the patient care 
unit, you will not be 
allowed to reenter. Vis-
itors under 15 years of 
age will not be permit-
ted in the facility. 

Exceptions to the 
number of visitor re-
striction are as follows: 

Labor/Delivery pa-
tients will be allowed a 
visitor and labor coach 
during the Labor/De-
livery process. The 
Postpartum Unit will 
allow only one (1) vis-
itor. 

Senior Behavioral 
Health and Isolation ar-
eas will not be allowed 
any visitors at any time. 

Pediatric patients 
MRHS continued

on page 2

Precautions 

set for patient 

services at 

MRHS

COMMUNITY

New playground equipment has arrived for Janssen Park earlier. City of Mena 

crew members will continue to assemble the equipment throughout this week, 

weather permitting. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)


