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WANTED Dead Alive

$500.00 REWARD!

WANTED...Dead or Alive
The oleʻ HOT TUB that just limps
along...it s̒ time to trade ‘er up...

up to $500.00 REWARD!
real therapy, real family fun, real relaxation, real value... real enjoyment!

 Family Fun Pools & Spas • 479-394-6127
2850 Hwy. 71 N. • Mena, Arkansas
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Hensley serves as
Grand Marshal in

Homecoming Parade

Polk County Judge Bran-
don Ellison has been elected 
by his peers to serve as pres-
ident of the County Judg-
es Association of Arkansas 
(CJAA). The election took 
place Wednesday, Sept. 25, 
2019, at the judges’ fall con-
ference, held in Benton, Ark. 
Ellison will serve a two-year 
term.

“It is a great honor to 
serve in this capacity. I truly 
love the concept of coun-
ty government as designed 
in Arkansas. I believe this 
form of government is what 
our founding fathers had in 
mind, a nimble, less intru-

sive style that only provides 
the basic services that indi-
vidual citizens cannot pro-
vide for themselves,” Judge 
Ellison said. “Over the next 
two years, I hope to pro-
vide solid leadership to the 
County Judges  Association 
of Arkansas and share Polk 
County values and culture to 
our state. This honor is defi-
nitely a highlight in my ca-
reer as one of the 75 County 
Judges in Arkansas.”

Members of the CJAA 
also re-elected Judge Ellison 
to serve as a Western District 

JUDGE CONTINUED

ON PAGE 5A

Bearcat HOCO 2019

Firefighters respond 
to early morning Blaze

Arkansas Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge today award-
ed the Polk County Out-
standing Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year Award to 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Randy 
Jewell with the Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. Rutledge 
presented the county win-
ners at the annual awards and 
recognition luncheon during 
the 2019 Arkansas Law En-
forcement Summit at the 
Benton Event Center.

 “It’s my honor to recog-
nize our law enforcement 
officers from around the 
state for their dedication to 
protecting Arkansans,” said 

Attorney General Rutledge. 
“Every day, these brave men 
and women leave their fam-
ilies without knowing if they 
will safely return home. To-
day’s recipients have gone 
above and beyond for all of 
us and we are grateful for 
their dedication and sacri-
fice.”

In addition to the state-
wide and regional Outstand-
ing Law Enforcement Officer 
of the Year awards, Rutledge 
recognized an Outstanding 
Law Enforcement Officer 
winner from counties around

JEWELL CONTINUED

ON PAGE 8A

The Mena Bearcat Foun-
d a t i o n 
a n -
nounced 
T u e s -
day that 
t h e i r 
2 0 1 9 
H o m e -
coming 
G r a n d 
Marshal 
was Philip Hensley. Hens-
ley is a 1976 Mena Alumni 
where he played football and 
ran track. Philip and wife 
Tracy, served in the Mena 

booster club for many years 
from 1994 to 2006. He 
was a charter member of 
the Bearcat Foundation 
in 2006 and served on the 
board over 10 years. He is 
a proud husband, dad and 
grandpa.

Philip not only volun-
teered many years for the 
community but has over 40 
years in banking. He cur-

rently is a Senior Adviser for 
Union Bank of Mena. Dur-
ing his time at Union Bank

MARSHAL CONTINUED

ON PAGE 8A

Jewell named Polk County 
Officer of the Year

Ellison, President of
County Judges’ Association

INTRODUCING THE MENA 

HIGH SCHOOL 2019 HOME-

COMING COURT: (Back row, 

left to right)Allie Martin, Kate 

McDonald, Cassidy Ash-

craft, Sarah Grenier, Emmi 

Hines, and Marissa Ortiz. 

(Front row, left to right) Ki-

ara Kesterson, Paige Evans, 

Amy Thompson, and Skylar 

Montgomery. On Friday, Oct. 

4 there will be a homecom-

ing pep rally in the Union 

Bank Center at 10:30 a.m.; 

Bearcat Stadium  gates open 

at 5 p.m.; Homecoming cere-

mony and coronatoin at 6:15 

p.m; Air Evac will deliver the 

game ball at 6:45 p.m.; and 

kick off against Pottsville at 

7 p.m. Let’s GO BEARCATS! 

(Photo courtesy of Andy 

Philpot)

According to Mena Fire-
fighter Joe Quinn, the cause 
of the early morning truck 
fire located at the Old John-
son Mill and Hwy 71 is still 
undetermined. “We were 

dispatched at 3:10 a.m. and 
arrived on the scene by 3:15 
a.m. We were able to quickly 
get the fire in control with 
one apparatus and twelve 
men on the scene,” shared 
Quinn. The origin of the fire 
seemed to be within the en-
gine component. 

No injuries were reported 
and the team left the scene at 
4:47 a.m.

Elizabeth Horn
editor@menastar.com

“Deer season started last 
weekend, with archery sea-
son, but what we have dealt 
with poaching today and in 
the past few weeks with peo-
ple who are hunting out of 
the seasons,” said Wildlife 
Officer Ray Hines.

He continued, “We have 

termed these times as “free 
season” since hunters have 
made a kill prior to any of 
the opening days. During 
pre-season, the deer have 
not been alerted to activity. 
They are not in the habit of 
hiding and becoming noc-
turnal again. I call poaching 
cheating. It’s playing before 
the game has even started 

and that has been going on 
in this county (Polk). We 
have people who are night 
hunting. By night hunting, 
people are going up and 
down the roads using artifi-
cial lighting. Prior to archery 
season, night hunters are tar-
geting the big bucks, because 
they are coming out right 
now. People like to hunt for 

trophy and antlers, so they 
are killing the deer for the 
sole purpose of the antlers 
and wasting the meat. Cur-
rently. I have some that are 
just cutting off the heads and 
leaving the carcasses. When 
they hunt before the opening 

POACHING:
playing before the 
game has started

Lacy Floyd, and 8th grader at Mena Middle School placed 

first in class 9 and was division 3 Grand Champion and Re-

serve Grand Overall Market Goat Champion at the Arkan-

sas/Oklahoma State Fair. Floyd has registered to show at 

the Arkansas State Fair, Oct. 11-20, 2019. During the Polk 

County Fair, Floyd was awarded Grand Champion Overall 

Market Goat. 

STATE FAIR BOUND

POACHING

Continued on page 5A

It’s National 4-H Week!
Look inside for a brief history of 4-H.

I pledge my head to clearer thinking,
My heart to greater loyalty,
My hands to larger service,
and my health to better living,
for my club, my community, my country, and my world.


