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VACATION AT HOME!

SAVE $200!!
24’ & larger 

Above-ground pools.

Save $500
on Caldera Spas

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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JESSE GARCIA, of Sanctified Design Studio, LLC, proudly displays one of his inspirational graffiti mes-

sages covering the profanity at the old water treatment facility. The makeover project was supported by 
a local church group known as DOC - Disciples of Christ. Photo submitted by The Wandering Squirrel 
Adventure Photography.

MAYOR SETH SMITH, CITY ATTORNEY PATRICK MCDANIEL AND THE MENA 
CITY COUNCIL met for their regularly scheduled May meeting at Fire Station #1 
on Tuesday, May 12, 2020. In accordance to Governor Asa Hutchinson and the 
Arkansas Department of Health’s directive of social distancing, members were 
positioned a minimum of 6 feet apart. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)

Ouachita National Forest officials have announced 
today they are planning to reopen Wolf Pen Gap 
Off-Highway Vehicle Trail complex located near 
Mena on May 15.

 Designated OHV trails and trailheads will be 
open, however the restrooms will remain closed.

Forest visitors are asked to avoid congregating at 
trailheads and parking areas and refrain from gather-
ing in groups of 10 or more.

 “We are looking forward to opening the Wolf Pen 
Gap OHV complex for public use and enjoyment,” 
said Tim Oosterhous, Mena-Oden district ranger. 
“While we understand there may be some excitement 
from the public to return to the OHV trails, please 
continue to follow local, state, and federal guidelines 
on staying safe.”

 Other developed recreation areas and camp-
grounds may not be immediately open and available 
for use. Expect recreation area reopenings and mod-
ified operations to happen on a case-by-case basis. 
Re-openings may not be quick or permanent, please 
be patient as this transition occurs.

 The Ouachita National Forest continues to moni-
tor the COVID-19 situation. Please remember to re-
view current recommendations from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention along with local and 
state guidelines for social distancing and cloth face 
coverings.

For more information, contact the Mena-Oden 
Ranger District at (479) 394-2382 or visit the Ouachi-
ta National Forest website at https://www.fs.usda.
gov/ouachita/.

The graduating 
high school seniors of 
2020 are missing out 
on many of the normal 
milestones that occur at 
this time. 

In response, many 
of the local businesses 
in Mena have decorat-
ed their windows in 
support of our grad-
uating seniors. Each 
participating business 
is sponsoring one or 
more specific students 
graduating from Mena 
High School this year. 
On Sunday, May 17th, 
from 1 to 2 pm the se-
niors will be standing 
in front of their spon-
soring business. Com-
munity members are 
encouraged to drive by 

during this time and 
honk, wave, and cheer 
for each senior. Maps 
of the participating 
businesses will be avail-
able on Facebook and 
for pick-up at the Polk 
County courthouse, 
Select Realty, and Tim’s 
Yamaha.

Salute to Seniors to

 take place May 17

Wolf Pen Gap trails 
to open on Friday

Council convenes while 
practicing social distancing

During the May Mena 
City Council meeting, the 
following resolutions and 
ordinances were passed 
unanimously by all six city 
council members:

Resolution 1383 au-
thorizing the Mayor, City 
Clerk/Treasurer, and City 
Attorney to submit grant 
applications to the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration in the amount of 
$3,433,335.00 for the con-
struction phase of Runway 
17-35 Surface Rehabilita-
tion at Mena Intermoun-
tain Municipal Airport and 
authorizing Mena Airport 
Commission to enter into a 
contract with Garver LLC 
to oversee and closeout the 
project.

Resolution 1384 encour-
aging the Arkansas Munici-
pal League to include in its 
legislative package a revi-
sion to Arkansas Code An-

notated 14-235-223 (2012) 
concerning the procedure to 
raise sewer rates for the op-
eration of sewerage systems 
by the municipalities of the 
State of Arkansas.

Ordinance 2316-20  
amending the 2019 Budget 
Ordinance No. 2295 and 
Ordinance No. 2306-19; De-
claring an Emergency to Ex-
ist; and for Other Purposes

Ordinance 2317-20 per-
mitting a member of the 
Mena Advertising and Pro-
motion Commission, Tim 
Kizer, to conduct business 
with the Mena Advertising 
and Promotion Commis-
sion and the City of Mena, 
Arkansas, under certain cir-
cumstances, as authorized 
by Arkansas Code Annotat-
ed 14-42-107, and specifi-
cally prescribing the extent 
of this authority; declaring 
an emergency to exist; and 
for other purposes. 

Ordinance 23118-20 

permitting the City Attor-
ney of the City of Mena, Pat-
rick McDaniel, to conduct 
business with the City of 
Mena Advertising and Pro-
motion Commission, Mena, 
Arkansas, under certain cir-
cumstances, as authorized 
by Arkansas Code Annotat-
ed 14-42-107; and specifi-
cally prescribing the extent 
of this authority; declaring 
an emergency to exist; and 
for other purposes.

Derek Campbell was 
re-appointed to serve on the 
Mena Advertising and Pro-
motion Commission for a 
four-year term; Rowe Lawn 
Care and Landscape’s quote  
of $10,1000 was accepted for 
the landscaping and dress-
up work around the Jans-
sen Park Playground; and a 
quote of $15,150 by George 
Davis was accepted by the 
full council to re-roof the 
log cabin and rock storage 
building at Janssen Park.

Sections B and C

Front 
Porch 

Project
During the recent pan-

demic, local photographer 

Levi Holmes, with The Wan-

dering Squirrel Adventure 

Photography, has made 

visits to area families of-

fering to take their photos 

on their front porch. “The 

front porch project is being 

done by donation only (if 

they can’t donate - that’s 

fine too). The project pro-

vides  families with a keep-

sake photo serving as doc-

umentation during this time 

of isolation. I ask them a 

little bit about what they 

have been doing and how 

Covid-19 has affected their 

lives and do a short write up 

when I post their photos,” 

explained Holmes.  Accord-

ing to Holmes, he provides 

each family with a code for 

a free, high resolution lightly 

edited photo. Photos like the 

Johnson family (above) can 
be viewed at www.facebook.

com/frontporchproject2020.

According to Librarian 
Mary Renick, the library will 
initially be open Monday 
through Friday, 10:00am to 
2:00pm, with no admittance 
except for staff.  All staff will 
wear masks and gloves, and 
will use hand sanitizer after 
each trip to deliver materi-

als.  Patrons are encouraged 
to wear masks and gloves as 
well. Plans are being made 
to open the library to patron 
admission in the near future.  
Please note that this does 
not apply to branch libraries.

Patrons can phone in 
their requests to 394-2314, 

e-mail requests to polkcoun-
tylibrary@yahoo.com, or re-
serve specific books via the 
library website at menapolk-
countylibrary.com.  Catalog 
searches can also be made 
from the website.  Requests 
should be made at least one 
day in advance, and patrons 

should bring their library 
card when they pick up their 
materials.

“We appreciate the pa-
tience and understanding of 
all our patrons,” Renick said.  
“We will be back to normal 
operations as soon as possi-
ble.”

Polk County Library to Re-open; curbside service only


