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 It’s a New Year, Get a New You  
with TIDAL FIT SWIM SPAS.

Swim Spas
from $158 mo

(W.A.C. ask for details)

 Family Fun Pools & Spas • 479-394-6127
2850 Hwy. 71 N. • Mena, Arkansas 8510V
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Mena Regional Health 
System proudly announces 
an upcoming merge with 
Mountain View Clinic. 
Extraordinary things can 
occur when like-minded 
partners, committed to the 
same vision, come together 
in ways to better serve our 
patient community. “I am 
very excited about joining 
the MRHS team and feel 
like this is going to improve 
patient care for our com-
munity,” Richard Lochala, 
M.D. 

During this period of 
rapid change within the 
health care sector, the focus 
of Mena Regional Health 
System continues to belong 
on improving care for the 
patient. The opportunity 

to integrate with Mountain 
View Clinic will ensure that 
local access to patient-cen-
tered care will be main-
tained by offering regular 
and convenient access to 
providers combined with 
cost-effective delivery of 
high-quality care and oper-
ational efficiencies. 

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Mountain View Clin-
ic’s extraordinary team and 
their years of such valuable 
expertise to our healthcare 
system. Together, we will be 
stronger, with strategies and 
goals designed for the same 
purpose, to continuously 
improve health care in our 
community,” Jay Quebe-
deaux, MRHS CEO. 

Mountain View Clinic 
Merges with MRHS

Cole, Liles awarded 
for exemplary work

First Baby of the Year

Several Ouachita Nation-
al Forest employees were 
recognized with awards for 
exemplary work, dedica-
tion and commitment in 
the Southern Region at the 
2019 Regional Forester’s 
Honor Awards in Atlanta, 
Ga., Dec. 12.

The theme for this year’s 
awards was “Shared Stew-
ardship, Shared Excellence 
– Our Commitment to the 
Land and People”.

Mena-Oden Ranger Dis-
trict personnel, Mitzi Cole, 
wildlife biologist and fisher-
ies biologist received the in-
dividual award for “Natural 
Resource Leader”; Joe Liles, 
a law enforcement officer 
was recognized for the in-
dividual award, “Delivering 
Benefits to the Public”; and 
the members of the Oua-
chita and Ozark-St. Fran-
cis National Forests’ Law 
Enforcement and Investi-

gations received the group 
award, “Cultural Resources 
Theft”.

The group award recog-
nized law enforcement per-
sonnel for their actions in 
solving incidents of cultural 
resources theft. 

The recipients include 
Ouachita National Forest, 
Daniel Boone National 
Forest, National Forests in 
North Carolina, National 
Forests and Grasslands in 
Texas, Ozark-St. Francis 
National Forest, Arkansas 
Game and Fish, Arkan-
sas State Police, Arkan-
sas Highway Police, Scott 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Sebastian County Sheriff’s 
Office, Waldron Police De-
partment and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms.

AwArds continued 
on PAge 3A

The Arkansas Highway 
Commission has scheduled 
a series of regional public 
meetings in the first quarter 
of 2020. 

The purpose of these 
meetings is to educate and 
inform the public while so-
liciting input regarding pro-
posed projects that could 
be funded by a continua-
tion of the temporary half-
cent sales tax. A total of 12 
meetings have been sched-
uled, the earliest of which 
will be held January 21 in 
Monticello. Other meetings 
are planned in West Mem-

phis, Harrison, Texarkana, 
Mena, Fort Smith, Hot 
Springs, Maumelle, Spring-
dale, Batesville, Jonesboro 
and El Dorado (see page 3A 
for specific dates and loca-
tions).

These meetings will con-
sist of an open house ses-
sion where attendees can 
view displays and visit with 
Arkansas Department of 
Transportation (ARDOT) 
staff. This will be followed 
by a brief formal presenta-
tion on the current funding
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AR Highway 
Commission to hold 

meeting in Mena

MRHS UPDATE - It was brought to our attention as well 
as other community members of possible negotiations 
that may have taken place in regard to Mena Regional 
Health System and another hospital organization. Jay 
Quebedeaux, CEO of MRHS, has provided the following 
statement, “We are constantly evaluating how to expand 
access to care and opportunities to partner with other 
providers. We have invited Baptist Health to have a con-
versation with our organization. We don’t have anything 
specific to announce at this time.”

Never Forgotten

Mutiple arrests made 
in Operation Hairspray

The Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office, 18th Judicial West 
Drug Task Force, and the 
Mena Police Department 
assisted by Officers with the 
AG&F and ACC conducted 
an early morning New Year’s 
day raid at a residence on 
Cordie Drive in Mena.

Sheriff Scott Sawyer stat-
ed that the Search Warrant/ 
Arrest Warrant served this 
morning was the result of 
a lengthy investigation into 
the sale and distribution of 
Methamphetamines in Polk 
County. The New Year’s 
Day raid, dubbed “Opera-
tion Hair Spray” consisted 

of over 20 Law Enforcement 
Officers from five different 
agencies. During the search 
of the residence, Officers 
located a large amount of 
Methamphetamines, cash, 
and assorted items of drug 
paraphernalia. 

Arrested at the scene were 
Michelle L. Block (age 46) 
of Mena, Kayla Odom (age 
32) of Mena, Kevin Smith 
(age 29) of Cameron, Ok, 
and Brianna M. Ramirez 
(age 20) of Mena.

Michelle Block was 
charged with 2 counts of 

Arrest continued
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MILLIE SIMON, right, was presented with military medals 
on behalf of her brother, Cove native, Army Pvt. Virgle L. 
Hamock by Lt. Col. Roger Gavriluk in Yakima, Washing-
ton on Dec. 11, 2019. Hamock died as a prisoner of war 
after surviving the Bataan Death March during World War 
II. Turn to page 8A for complete coverage.                     
                           (Photo by Evan Abell, Yakima Herald-Republic)

NEWS BRIEF

Mena	 Regional	 Health	 System’s	 First	
Baby	of	the	New	Year	has	arrived!	
Gracelynn	 Ward,	 daughter	 of	 Sabrina	
Ward,	was	born	on	 January	 7,	 2020	 at	
8:10	am	weighing	7lbs.	12oz.	and	mea-
suring	 20	 ½	 inches	 long.	 The	 mother	
was	presented	a	gift	basket	full	of	items	
generously	 donated	 by	 the	 following	
business:	 	 First	 Financial	Bank,	Union	
Bank,	Allbaugh’s	Florist	and	Gifts;	Papa	
Pablanos,	Pizza	Hut,	James	Supersave	
Foods,	 Sweet	 Peas	 Photography,	 The	
Corner	 Shoppe,	 Mena	 Regional	 Auxil-
iary	and	Mena	Regional	Health	System.		
Pictured	 from	 left:	 	 Karey	Don	Kester-
son,	CFO;	Rick	Billingsley,	CNO;	Amber	
Taylor,	Women’s	Services	Director;	Sa-
brina	Ward,	mother	of	Gracelynn;	Minta	
Milam,	RN;	Leah	Cannon,	RN;	 and	Sa-
sha	Wise,	LPN.


