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VACATION AT HOME!

SAVE $200!!
24’ & larger 

Above-ground pools.

Save $500
on Caldera Spas

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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Every 10 years in the 
United States as man-
dated by the U.S Con-
stitution, a decennial 
census is conducted 
that determines who 
is counted and where 
they are counted.

The U.S. Census Bu-
reau has worked dil-
igently since 2010 to 
ensure that responding 
to the 2020 Census is 
easy, safe and import-
ant because it is key to 
shaping the future of 
communities. 

Almost 52% of 
households have re-
sponded to the 2020 
Census in Polk County, 
Arkansas since invita-
tions began arriving in 

mailboxes March 12-
20. This can be com-
pared to almost 62% 
who have respond-
ed in the nation. Re-
sponse rates are up-
dated in the map daily 
seven days a week at 
https://2020census.
gov/en/response-rates.
html so that the public 
can see how well their 
community is doing 
compared to the nation 
and other areas.

The Census Bureau 
is strongly encouraging 
the public to respond 
to the 2020 Census 
online using a desk-
top computer, laptop, 
smartphone or tablet. 
You can respond on-

line or by phone in 
English or 12 other 
languages. There are 
also 59 non-English 
language guides and 
videos (plus American 
Sign Language) avail-
able on 2020census.
gov ensuring over 99% 
of U.S. households can 
respond online in their 
preferred language. It 
has never been easier to 
respond on your own 
— all without having 
to meet a census taker. 
This is really important 
with the current health 
and safety guidance 
being provided by na-
tional, state and local 
health authorities.

Households that 

have not responded on-
line or by phone have 
now received a paper 
questionnaire.  Re-
sponding now will 
minimize the need for 
a census taker to follow 
up and visit your home 
in August. Please make 
sure your friends, fam-
ily and social networks 
know about the impor-
tance of responding 
and encourage them to 
complete their census. 

The 2020 Census is 
open for self-response 
online at 2020census.
gov, over the phone at 
844.330.2020 (English) 
and 844.468.2020 
(Spanish) and by paper 
through the mail.

Make the 2020 Census 
Count in Polk County
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2020  SALES TAX HOL-

IDAY Beginning at 12:01 
a.m. on Saturday August 
1, 2020, and ending at 
11:59 p.m. on Sunday 
August 2, 2020, the State 
of Arkansas will hold its 
sales tax holiday allowing 
shoppers the opportu-
nity to purchase certain 
school supplies, school 
art supplies, school in-
structional materials, 
and clothing free of state 
and local sales or use tax.   
All retailers are required 
to participate and may 
not charge tax on items 
that are legally tax-ex-
empt during the Sales 
Tax Holiday.

Statistics show alco-
hol sales in Polk County 
will boost our economy, 
improve our quality of 
life, and decrease alcohol 
related traffic accidents, 
DWI’s arrests, and traffic 
deaths on our roads to 
Oklahoma.

The Committee for 
Growth Polk County is 
conducting a petition 
drive to put the question 
of alcohol sales on the 
ballot for the November 
2020 election. 

“Since 1946 we have 
been leaving our alco-
hol tax dollars in other 
Arkansas Counties and 
Oklahoma. That means 
Polk County residents 
have lost millions of dol-
lars for our cities and our 
county.

Economic studies 
done by the University 
of Arkansas for coun-
ties our size show that 

the potential for tax 
revenues for the county 
and cities could exceed 
$120,000 a year and that 
does not include new 
construction, new jobs 
and additional millage 
from the package stores 
that will be built.  

Boyette Strategic Ad-
visors, a leading eco-
nomic development 
consulting firm, report-
ed in 2009 that there 
were more DWI’s and 
alcohol related fatalities 
in dry counties than wet 

counties.  This report 
supports the belief that 
If Polk County is wet 
there will be fewer peo-
ple drinking and driving 
from Oklahoma and sur-
rounding wet counties.  

Money Magazine re-
ported that the top 10 

“Best Places to Live in 
America” in our size 
category rated on jobs/
economy, affordable 
housing, safety, educa-
tion, and leisure/arts 
were all in wet counties. 
A vote for a wet county 

is not only an economic 
issue but a quality of life 
issue.

“We are asking our 
registered voters to study 
the facts and not chase 
myths and rumors and 
follow their conscience.  

The Committee for 
Growth Polk County is 
not trying to change peo-
ple’s beliefs nor does it 
have a litmus test for our 
elected officials, we just 
want people to consider 
the benefits of having a 
wet county,” said Com-
mittee for Growth Polk 
County Co-Chaiman 
Rick Chrisman.

Petition signing sta-
tions are set up in Cove 
at Scotty’s, in Mena 
at Ouachita Roasters, 
American Artisans, The 
Market on 71, Kess’s  
Corner, Don’s EZ Pay, 
and the Northside Shop-
ping Center.

Inside today’s Mena 
Star, you will find a spe-
cial supplement, “Salute to 
Hometown Heroes”. 

Recently, we invited 
the community to share 
tributes to people they re-
gard as their “hometown 
heroes”.   We received an 
outpouring of sincere and 
moving tributes, and are 
pleased to share them with 
you in this week’s edition.  

Thank you to all the he-
roes – both sung and un-
sung – in our community.  
We are blessed to live in 
a special place filled with 
special people.   Thanks 
also to the dedicated peo-
ple who work hard to 

bring you the communi-
ty news and information 
each week you find in 
print and online from the 
Mena Star. These have not 
been easy times for any-
one, and I can tell you that 
this group deserves hero 
status in my book.

Finally, thank you to 
the local businesses that 
joined us in sponsoring 
this tribute.  I urge every-
one to support your local 
businesses and services 
and remember that they 
are the lifeblood of our 
community.

Thank you for being a 
reader of the Mena Star.

Tom Byrd, Publisher

David Clay Fowl-
kes, Acting 
United States 
Attorney for 
the Western 
District of 
Arkansas, an-
nounced that 
Jacob Samuel 
Green, age 26, 
of Denison, 
Texas, was 
s e n t e n c e d 
today to 60 months 

in federal prison fol-
lowed by 
two years of 
supervised 
release and 
o r d e r e d 
to pay 
$145,272.25 
in resti-
tution on 
one count 
of Mak-
ing Willful 

Threat by Mail or Tele-

phone and one count 
of  Maliciously Dam-
aging and Destroy-
ing or Attempting to 
Damage and Destroy 
Real or Personal Prop-
erty. The Honorable 
Judge P. K. Holmes III 
presided over the sen-
tencing hearing today 
in the United States 
District Court in Fort 
Smith.

 In the early morn-

ing hours of August 3, 
2019, the Mena Police 
Department received 
a telephone call on its 
non-emergency phone 
line there was a bomb 
in one of the Postal 
Service vehicles at the 
Mena Post Office and 
when someone opens 
the door of the vehicle, 
it will
Green continued

on page 10 

Mena Regional Health 
System proudly welcomes 
Interim Chief Financial 
Officer, Paul D. Ervin, 
MHA to the Leadership 
team. Ervin brings over 20 
years of healthcare finance 
and management with a 
proven record in leader-
ship operations and or-
ganizational growth. Paul 
holds a Master of Science

CFO continued

on page 5

MRHS 
Announces

 Appointment 

of New Interim 

CFO

Due to COVID-19 
and current guidelines 
for physical distancing 
at mass gatherings, the 
Mena Advertising & 
Promotion Commission 
has made the difficult 
decision to postpone its 
2020 4th of July Fire-
works Celebration at 
Tapley Park. 

By making this deci-
sion, Mena joins many 
other communities that 
are cancelling events 

out of an abundance of 
caution. Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the

City’s goal has been 
to keep the community 
healthy and safe.

At this time, the 
Mena Advertising & 
Promotion Commission 
is hopeful that the cele-
bration can be resched-
uled around the Labor 
Day holiday.

Green sentenced to Federal 
Prison for Willfull Threat

Petition Drive underway

Mr. Benny Weston, Mena Public 

School Superintendent, award-

ed Mrs. Paulete Sherrer with a 

plaque honoring her for her ser-

vice to the Mena School District 

during the June school board 

meeting held on Tuesday, June 

16. Those attending applauded 

and wished her well in retirement. 

Highlights from the meeting can 

be found on page 8 and 10.

RECOGNITION

4th of July Fireworks 
Celebration postponed


