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CHEERS FOR AURORA - Acorn Tiger cheerleaders surround Aurora Pitman on the evening of Tuesday, Nov. 5 as a packed-out gymnasium cheered 
the for the honorary cheerleader. Aurora, age 6, was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy soon after birth and at the request of her mom and dad, Neva 
and Charles, Aurora was able to be a cheerleader for the night. “Aurora was going to get to cheer at Acorn’s homecoming game later in the month, 
but she has surgery scheduled so she was able to be a part of Tuesday night’s half-time show,” shared Charles.  Fundraising efforts are still 
on-going in assisting the family with medical expenses. Additional information may be found on the Cheers for Aurora Facebook page including an 
account set up at the Union Bank of Mena. 

Governor Asa Hutchinson and Arkan-
sas Secretary of Agriculture Wes Ward in-
ducted 46 Arkansas farms into the Arkansas 
Century Farm Program at the State Capitol 
on Monday, Oct. 28th. The Wiles Fami-
ly Farm, established in 1889 was the Polk 
County Farm inductee.

The Arkansas Century Farm program 
recognizes Arkansas farms of 10 acres or 
more owned by the same family for at least 
100 years. Arkansas Department of Agri-
culture began the Century Farm program 
in 2012 to highlight the contributions of 
these families to the agriculture industry 
as well as their overall contributions to our 
state. 

Agriculture is Arkansas’s largest industry, 
contributing more than $21 billion to the 
state’s economy annually and providing one 
in every six jobs in the state. Arkansas con-
sistently ranks in the top 25 nationally in 
the production of more than 15 agricultural 
commodities. 

“How reassuring that we are adding more 
families to the Arkansas Century Farm Pro-

gram,” Governor Hutchinson said. “Fam-
ilies who have held on to their farms for 
generations lend a sense of continuity in a 
time of frequent change. These families pass 
down more than the knowledge of farming. 
They are handing down love of family and 
an ethic of hard work as well as a love for 
the land.” 

Including the 2019 inductees, 464 farms 
are currently recognized as Arkansas Cen-
tury Farms. The 46 newly inducted Cen-
tury Farms are located in the following 30 
counties: Arkansas, Benton, Clay, Conway, 
Drew, Faulkner, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, 
Howard, Independence, Izard, Lawrence, 
Lincoln, Little River, Logan, Lonoke, Mis-
sissippi, Monroe, Nevada, Poinsett, Polk, 
Prairie, Scott, Searcy, Sebastian, Sharp, 
Stone, Union, and Woodruff. 

Applications for the 2020 Century Farm 
Inductees will open in February. For ques-
tions about the Arkansas Century Farm 
program, contact Mary Elizabeth Lea at 
maryelizabeth.lea@agriculture.arkansas.
gov.
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YOUTH DEER HUNT WEEKEND -  Bentley Brewer, age 
8, had a double kill on Saturday, Nov. 2 at Muddy Creek. 
Brewer is just one of numerous Polk County youth hunt-
ers who participated in Youth Hunt Weekend. Additional 
photos from the Youth Hunt may be found in this week’s 
A Section of The Mena Star.

Wiles Family inducted into 
Arkansas Century Farm Program

Ouachita Little Theatre, in conjunction 
with the UA Rich Mountain drama depart-
ment, is announcing auditions for the win-
ter production of 
“A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream.”  
This classic Shake-
spearean comedy 
will be directed 
by Robby and 
Gini Burt.  This is 
not the first time 
UARM and OLT 
have joined forces 
to bring enriching 
entertainment to Polk County.  The re-

sult is certain to be a well-produced special 
event for our community.  At this printing, 
the exact dates for performances are not 

chosen, but will 
most likely occur 
over two weekends 
in late February.

Auditions  for 
“A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” 
will be held at the 
UA Rich Mountain 
Lecture Hall on 
two dates: Wednes-
day, November 13 

OLT continued on page 5A

 “A midsummer night’s Dream”
audition dates approaching

NATIONAL HOSPICE MONTH - Mayor Seth Smith, pro-
claims November 2019 as National Hospice Month in 
the city of Mena and encourages the support and par-
ticipation of all citizens in learning more about the hos-
pice concept of care for the elderly, disabled, and infirm. 
Pictured left to right: Ashley Sharp, Director of Nursing, 
Tom Patterson, Executive Director, Jessica Woodall, 
Account Executive and Mayor Seth Smith, signing the 
proclamation.


