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VACATION AT HOME!

Order a
Radiant  Pool

Save up to $250!
Get a FREE Custom

Deluxe Winter Cover
Total savings up to 

$1000!
Sale ends April 15th

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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The number of pre-
sumptive positive cases of 
COVID-19 novel corona-
virus continues to escalate 
in the state of Arkansas. 
Since the start of the health 
emergency, Polk County 
has had 10 positive cases, 
four of which have recov-
ered. To date, no hospital-
ization has been required 
with any of the cases ac-
cording to County Sheriff 
Scott Sawyer.  

During the April 13 
Arkansas COVID-19 up-
date presented by Gover-
nor Asa Hutchinson and 
Arkansas Department of 
Health Secretary, Dr. Na-
thaniel Smith, Arkansas 
saw its largest single day 
increase of positive cases 
with a total of more than 
130. 

At press deadline, 
21,800 COVID-19 tests 
have been administered 
with 20,238 returning 
negative and the remain-
ing 1,562 as cumulative 

positive cases and 1,024 
‘active’ cases.

There have been 487 re-
coveries within the state of 
Arkansas. According to Dr. 
Smith, criteria for recovery 
outside of a hospital setting 
would be seven days from 
the onset of their symp-
toms and fever free for 
at least three consecutive 
days. 

Both Gov. Hutchinson 
and Dr. Smith explained 
during the Monday confer-
ence, the surge in number 
of positive cases resulted 
from the testing of several 
correctional facilities with-
in the state - the Federal 
Correctional Institution in 
Forrest City and the Cum-
mins Unit of the Arkansas 
Department of Correc-
tions located on Gould. 
According to Dr. Smith, 43 
of 46 inmates within a sin-
gle barracks tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

Within the Federal Cor-
rectional Institution, 46 

inmates tested positive as 
well as eight staff members 
and one contractor. The 
Little Rock Community 
Corrections Center has five 
inmates and 27 staff mem-
bers who have also tested 
positive for COVID-19 
and 15 residents and nine 
staff of a drug rehab treat-
ment facility in Central 
Arkansas were positive of 
COVID-19.

Smith announced 
Monday that the ADH will 
soon release guidance to 
close summer camps for 
the time being. He stated 
camps have the potential to 
become breeding grounds 
for continued community 
spread of the COVID-19 
novel coronavirus.

“Although there’s a big 
difference between sum-
mer camp and a maxi-
mum security unit, to the 
COVID-19 virus, there’s 
not much of a difference,” 
said Smith, in reference to 
the sharp incline of pos-

itive cases at a couple of 
prisons in Arkansas this 
past weekend.

“You’re bringing to-
gether people from all 
over the country, putting 
them in a highly congre-
gate setting for a week or 
so and then sending them 
back,” he continued. “Even 
if we’re on the downside of 
cases at that point, that’s a 
high risk setting for a re-
surgence.”

“With many of these 
summer camps, they start 
bringing together the peo-
ple who are going to work 
there in early May, so 
bringing a bunch of college 
kids or whomever from 
different parts of the coun-
try, living together in the 
same type of barracks  set-
tings as they’re preparing 
for campers, that itself is a 
risk,” Smith said. “I would 
hope that we’ll eventual-
ly be to a point where we 
can safely do that, but the 
COVID-19 virus is not ex-

actly on my timetable.”
Thirty-two lives have 

been lost to the COVID-19 
novel coronavirus, 81 are 
hospitalized and 29 remain 
on ventilators. 

Dr. Smith shared that 
206 healthcare workers 
have tested positive and of 
those, 65 have recovered. 
The testing capacity has 
more than doubled in the 
last 10 days for the state of 
Arkansas. 

Gov. Hutchinson stat-

ed that the he and the 
state will continue to fol-
low the Federal and CDC 
guidelines during the 
COVID-19 novel corona-
virus health emergency as 
best as they can; however, 
ultimately he will do what 
is best for Arkansas. 

Continue to help flat-
ten the curve  by social 
distancing, refrain from 
gatherings of more than 
10 people and wear a cloth  
mask in public settings.

Arkansans continue to see rise in COVID-19 cases

COVID-19 and storm safety

The Cossatot Riv-
er School District an-
nounced on Tuesday, 
April 14, that the Dis-
trict would be going to 
a four-day school week 
during the 2020/2021 
school year. The schools 
include Cossatot Riv-
er High School, Wick-
es Elementary, Um-
pire K-12 Schools, and 
Vandervoort Elementa-
ry School. According to 
sources, the school days 
will be Tuesday through 
Friday.

Cossatot River School 
District participates in 
the Arkansas Public 
School Choice Act of 
2015. School Choice in 
Arkansas. This allows 
students to attend a pub-
lic school in a district 
other than the one in 
which they reside. Ap-
plications for students 
must be made by May 
1 of each year to qualify 
for provisions under the 
Arkansas Public School 
Choice Act of 2015.

COMMUNITY
The Polk County/Mena Rotary Club recently donated $500 to assist with purchasing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Mena Regional 
Health System.  As the COVID-19 pandemic spreads uncertainty and hardship around the world, Rotarians are innovating and caring for those 
affected, and showing that even at a distance, there are ways to help.  Although the Polk County/Mena Rotary Club has cancelled the weekly 
in-person meetings, the members are actively engaged in ways to keep up their fellowship and reimagine their service efforts.  Crystal Liles, 
Polk County/Mena Club President is shown presenting the contribution to Jay Quebedeaux, CEO of Mena Regional Health System.

CRSD to transition 

into a four-day 

school week

Due to the effects of the COVID-19 novel coronavirus, The Mena Star has 
had to condense content in the print edition. Other news stories, WEEKLY 

COLUMNISTS and announcements can be found on our website, menastar.
com, or on our Facebook page: Mena Newspapers, Inc.

CAN’T FIND IT IN THIS ISSUE?

CHECK OUT MENASTAR.COM!

In anticipation of a 
severe weather event 
during the week of April 
19-25 in the state of Ar-
kansas and surrounding 
states, residents should 
begin preparation of lo-
cating their safest place 
to shelter while keeping 
CDC guidelines. 

During a tornadic or 
severe weather event, 
priority is to protect 
yourself and your family 
from a  potential torna-
do. If sheltering at home 
is not a possibility and 
you have intentions of 
utilizing a public shelter 
within the community, 
residents should contact 
their local emergen-
cy management office 
ahead of the event en-
sure the facility will be 

available during severe 
weather.

According to the 
Polk County Office of 
Emergency Manage-
ment, once the tornado 
sirens have been acti-
vated during the torna-
do warning then public 
shelters at Mena High 
School, Mena Middle 
School, Acorn School, 
and the Polk County 
Courthouse basement 
will be open  and avail-
able. 

During time spent in 
the community shelters, 
residents must main-
tain social distancing 
(minimum of six feet 
apart) to the extent 
practical, wear cloth or 
surgical masks, have 
hand sanitizer avail-

able and self-isolate or 
not convene with oth-
ers if a resident exhibits 
COVID-19 symptoms 
and has a temperature 
greater than 100.4.

The Arkansas De-
partment of HUman 
Services in conjunction 
with ADEM, will coor-
dinate long-term shel-
tering if necessary, post-
event. Guidance and 
recommendations from 
the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health and the 
CDC will be followed.

There were 33 re-
corded tornadoes in 
Arkansas in 2019, ac-
cording to the National 
Weather Service and to 
date there  has bee ap-
proximately 18 in 2020.

PROGRESS continues with the installation of the new play-
ground equipment at Janssen Park in the heart of Mena. In-
cluded in the new equipment will be a handicap accessible 
swing. (Photos by Elizabeth Horn)


