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VACATION AT HOME!

SAVE $200!!
24’ & larger 

Above-ground pools.

Save $500
on Caldera Spas

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
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479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available
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Due to the effects of the COVID-19 
novel coronavirus, The Mena Star 
has had to condense content in the 
print edition. Other news stories, 
WEEKLY COLUMNISTS and 

announcements can be found on our 
website, MENASTAR.COM, or on 

our Facebook page: 
Mena Newspapers, Inc.May 7, 2020

Elizabeth Horn

editor@menastar.com

As Arkansans enter 
in to the month of May, 
Governor Asa Hutchin-
son reported during his 
May 4 COVID-19 update 
a consistent downward 
trend with both total dai-
ly cases and the seven-day 
rolling average of positive 
COVID-19 novel corona-
virus. According to charts 
shown during the update, 
hospitalization has also 
trended downward. 

“The state has worked 
hard to meet the White 
house gating criteria and 
has met Phase 1,” shared 
Hutchinson. In moving 
forward, there will need 
to be 14 days of no resur-

gence to get to Phase 2. 
 At the time of press 

deadline the number of 
for  COVID-19 totaled 
56,431 yielding  52,906 
negative results and 3,525 
positive cumulative cases 
with 1,364 active cases.  
Arkansas has seen 2,091 
recoveries of the virus and 
currently there are 89 pa-
tients hospitalized and 16 
patients on a ventilator. 
Cummins now has 876 
inmates that have tested 
positive and the federal 
prison in Forrest City has 
264 cases.

Within the nursing 
home community, there 
are now 45 homes with 
at least one case, 32 of the 
total deaths were from 
nursing homes. 

To date, 261 residents 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19  and 148 staff 

have tested positive.
There have been 82 

COVID-19 novel corona-
virus deaths in the state of 
Arkansas.

Polk County currently 
has no new cases.

During the Mon-
day conference, Gov. 
Hutchinson announced 
the Guidances for places 
of worship, which went 
into effect the same day.  
The guidance for church-
es included: 

•Online platforms 
strongly encouraged

• Signs advising no en-
try if recent fever, symp-
toms or contact with pos-
itive patient

•6-foot physical dis-
tancing except for family 
groups

• Face coverings worn 
at all times inside by any-
one over 10 years of age

•Worship leaders ad-
dressing congregation & 
performing singers may 
take off face mask

•12-foot physical dis-
tance required at these 
times

•Hand sanitizing sta-
tions at entrances

•“Meet and Greet” 
times moved outside as 
possible

•Refreshments offered 
outdoors only

•Lines for entry/exit 
monitored for distancing

•No physical contact
•Eliminate use of items 

touched by multiple peo-
ple, like collection plates/
shared books

•Refrain from having 
people come forward to 
common altar rail for 
Holy Communion, bless-
ing, etc.

•No classes for youth 

or children
• Sanitize common ar-

eas 
When questioned 

about governing the 
guidances for places of 
worship, Gov. Hutchin-
son simply responded. 
“The faith community 
will want to be safe and 
has worked well with pre-
vious guidances.”

Large Outdoor Venues 
Directive went effective 
May 4. Examples of such 
venues are arenas, sports 
venues, racetracks, stadi-
ums, amusement centers 
fairground

•12-foot distance be-
tween performers, audi-
ence

•50 or fewer perform-
ers/players/contestants

•Audience of 50 or 
fewer people

•6-foot distancing in 

seating, except for family 
groups

•Lines marked/moni-
tored for distancing

•Every other row 
should be unoccupied

Large Indoor Venues 
which include auditori-
ums, lecture halls, movie 
theatres, museums, are-
nas, sports venues, race-
tracks, funeral homes, 
and bowling alleys may 
open effective May 18. 
The large indoor venue 
directive does not include 
casinos. The Governor 
will be making a separate 
set of directives, but the 
casino directive may be 
effective at the same time 
as the other venue direc-
tives. 

Restricting to capac-
ity to 50 is small but is 
manageable to do contact 
tracing.  

Downward trend continues with COVID-19 cases

As our communi-
ty and local businesses 
face difficult times and a 
challenging situation, the 
Mena Star and Ouachita 
Trading Post have created 
an Advertising Matching 
Partnership that will offer 
$50,000 worth of match-
ing marketing dollars to 
local businesses in our 
surrounding area.

As local businesses 
ourselves, we understand 
what businesses are go-
ing through, and we are 
dedicated to serving our 
community and our cus-
tomers.  Small businesses 
are the heart and soul of 
Mena and we have been 
dedicated to helping small 
businesses in Polk County 
since 1897.  

The recent disruptions 
to our well-being and 
economy are known all 
too well by everyone in 
our community.   Today, 
we are faced with unprec-

edented challenges and 
supporting local business-
es has never been more 
important.

So, we are introducing 
our Advertising Match 
Partnership, providing 
up to $50,000 in match-
ing advertising funds for 
not only the Mena Star, 
but also our other affili-
ated products such as the 
Ouachita Trading Post, De 
Queen Bee, Waldron News 
and the Citizen.  Matching 
funds can be used for both 
print advertising as well as 
online advertising on Me-
nastar.com or for one of 
our targeted digital adver-
tising campaigns.

Matching funds are 
open to any local busi-
ness in need of advertis-
ing support due to the 
COVID-19.   We are not 
giving away cash, but will 
be awarding matching ad-
vertising funds on a dollar 
for dollar basis to qualified 

advertisers seeking to re-
bound and restore their 
business as we recover 
from the coronavirus im-
pacts. 

Awards for match-
ing advertising funds 
will range from $200 
per month to $5,000 per 
month and will not apply 
to existing invoices or pre-
viously scheduled ads and 
other restrictions apply.  
To apply for consideration 
and to see other details 
of the program, visit our 
website at MenaStar.com/
advertisingmatchmena.    
You can also email us at 
Tom@menastar.com with 
questions. 

As has been said by 
others, we are all in this 
together.   While we con-
tinue to help our readers, 
our businesses and our 
community, we look for-
ward to the day when we 
can put this behind us.    

Tom Byrd, Publisher

Arkansas State Police, 
the Polk County Sheriff ’s 
Department and other 
area law enforcement were 
in a high speed pursuit on 
Highway 88 E on Friday, 
May 1 resulting in the ar-
rest of Joshua A. Graham, 
29, of Mena. Graham left 
his vehicle within the Pine 
Ridge community and led 
officers on a short foot  
pursuit down Neva Lane 
which led to his arrest by 
an Arkansas State Troop-
er. 

Graham was transport-
ed back to the Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office and has 
been charged with Fleeing 
in a vehicle and a warrant 
for violation of suspend-
ed imposition as well as 
a Body Attachment War-
rant.

No injuries were in-
volved in the chase.

NEWS 
BRIEF

SOLAR FARM

PROJECT

Mena Mayor Seth Smith recently signed a proclama-

tion designating May 2020 as Mental Health Awareness 

Month in Mena, Arkansas. The proclamation encour-

ages local citizens, government agencies, public and 

private institutions, businesses and schools in Mena 

to recommit our community to increasing awareness 

and understanding of mental health, and the need for 

appropriate and accessible services for all people with 

mental health conditions. Sue Cavner, Cedar Haven 

and Senior Behavioral Health Director, is pictured with 

Mayor Seth Smith.

Mental Health 
Awareness Month
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During the April 
2020 meeting of the Polk 
County Quorum Court, a 
proposal for a solar farm 
project was presented by 
Leon Philpot, Executive 
Director of Rich Moun-
tain Electric Cooperative 
(RMEC) and representa-
tives from Today’s Pow-

er, Inc. (TPI). The Solar 
Farm is currently under 
construction on High-
way 88 East across from 
Mena Lake and consists 
of approximately nine 
acres.  Within the pro-
posal, TPI would contin-
ue to develop, construct, 

Solar continued

on page 3

County enters into
agreement with

Solar Farm Project

Mena Star Announces 
Advertising Match Program


