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COMING SOON!
THROWBACK TO THURSDAY!

THE MENA STAR WILL RETURN TO ITS ORIGINAL PUBLICATION DATE AND WILL ONCE 
AGAIN BE PUBLISHED ON THURSDAYS BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 2019!

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR MORE LOCAL NEWS, SPORTS COVERAGE & MORE!

NEWS
BRIEF

The Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office and the U.S. 
Marshals Service in the 
Western District of Arkan-
sas announced the arrest of 
Chad and Stephanie Voelkel 
in Manitoba, Canada on 
Wednesday afternoon, July 
10, 2019.

 Chad Voelkel was want-
ed in Polk County for fail-
ure to appear on the charge 
of Rape, a class “Y” felony. 
Stephanie Voelkel was ar-

rested on the charge of Per-
mitting Abuse of a Minor, a 
Class “B” Felony. Four mi-
nor children, all considered 
endangered, were recovered 
and are now safe in the cus-
tody of Canadian Officials. 

On May 23rd, 2019, a 
warrant was issued for Chad 
Voelkel on the charge of 
failure to appear.  

Voelkel had been out on 
bond pending his court 
date after he was original-

ly charged with Rape on or 
about January 3rd, 2019 in 
the Circuit Court of Polk 
County. 

When Voelkel failed to 
appear for his court appear-
ance, Polk County Sheriff’s 
Deputies immediately be-
gan a search. The search and 
investigation for Voelkel 
by Sheriff’s Deputies deter-
mined that Voelkel had fled 
the area. The investigation 
also revealed that Stephanie 
Voelkel and their four mi-
nor children had also disap-
peared. 

On May 29th, Steph-
anie Voelkel was charged in 
the Circuit Court of Polk 
County with Permitting 
the Abuse of a Minor. Due 
to the nature of the charges 
against the Voelkels, all four 
children were considered 

endangered by law enforce-
ment. 

Soon after the disappear-
ance of Chad and Stephanie 
Voelkel and their four minor 
children, the Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and the 
U.S. Marshals Service began 
working together to locate 
the missing children and 
arrest Chad and Stephanie 
Voelkel. 

Early in the investigation, 
it appeared that the hus-
band and wife fugitives had 
fled the area and had taken 
their four minor children 
to Canada. Polk County 
Deputies and Deputy US 
Marshals continued to in-
vestigate the whereabouts of 
the Voelkels and their four 
children.  In recent days it 
was determined through in-
vestigation that the Voelkels 

were in the Portage la Prairie 
area of Manitoba, Canada. 
The information from the 
investigation was relayed to 
Canadian officials including 
the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police (RCMP) and the 
Canadian Border Servic-
es Agency (CBSA). On 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
fugitive couple were arrested 
and the four children were 
safely recovered.  

The US Marshals Service 
and the Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office would like to 
thank the following entities 
for their assistance in this 
case. The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, Canadian 
Border Services Agency, US 
Attorney Dak Kees, and the 
US Department of Justice, 
International Branch.

Two former Bauxite 
High School baseball play-
ers appeared in the Polk 
County Courtroom last 
week to enter their pleas to 
charges which arose in the 
fall of 2018 while traveling 
to Mena on a school bus.

Lorenz Fehrenbacher 
entered no contest pleas 
to the offense of Assault in 
the third degree, a Class C 
misdemeanor, and hazing, 
a Class B misdemeanor. 
The Court accepted the 
plea, and found Fehren-
bacher guilty of the offens-
es of Assault in the third 
degree, a Class C Misde-
meanor,, and Hazing, a 
Class B misdemeanor. The 
Court granted the State’s 
motion to nolle prosequi 
the charge of Battery in 
the Third Degree, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Fehren-
bacher was sentenced 
to fines and costs in the 
amount of $205 for the of-
fense of Assault, and $505 
for the offense of Hazing 
totalling $810. Fehren-
bacher was ordered to pay 
the fines and costs by 4:30 
p.m., July 9, 2019.

Thomas Gage Lester en-
tered a plea of no contest 
to Assault in the third de-
gree, a Class C misdemea-
nor. The Court accepted 
the defendant’s change 
of pleas and found Lest-
er guilty of Assault in the 
third degree, a Class C 
misdemeanor. The Court 
granted the State’s mo-
tion to nolle prosequi the 
charge of Hazing. 

Lester was sentenced to 
$205, in fines and cost, 
payable by July 31, 2019.

Former 
Bauxite 
Players
fined

Remnants of Tropical Storm Barry battered Southwest 
Arkansas causing torrential downpours and flash flooding 
warnings during the early hours of Tuesday, July 16. The flash 
flood warnings extended into Polk County.

Early morning thunderstorms caused power outages in 
subdivisions as well as outlying communities.

 Arkansas State Police and Polk County Sheriff deputies 
responded to a call west of County Road 93 in the Rocky 
community where a single occupant in a vehicle was swept 
away into Powell Creek. Southwest EMS, Rocky VFD, and 
the Polk County OEM responded to the call. 

According to sources, the individual was transported Mena 
Regional Health Systems.

Barry is expected to exit the state by Tuesday evening, and 
hot and humid temperatures will return to the River Valley 
and Western Arkansas. 

Total precipitation for the month of July for Polk County 
is just over 5” and with a year-to-date rain total approaching  
50.0”.

A vehicle was swept off the road during heavy rainfall Tuesday morning in Rocky.

Tropical Storm Barry inundates Southwest 
and West Central Arkansas

Mena Manor, a medium sized nursing home, announced  
last Tuesday, July 9, that they will be closing their doors 
soon. Currently, there are approximately 50 employees. 
Janette Bernard, Administrator of Mena Manor shared the 
following, “It is with heavy heart that I must announce that 
Mena Manor nursing home will be closing within the next 
60 days....I’m quite confident beyond measure that our res-
idents will continue to receive the upmost care at their new 
homes. I have been honored for many years now to serve as 
the Administrator of Mena Manor. I have the best loving 
staff whose dedication has made us a five-star facility for 
several years.”

The Mena Parks Commit-
tee met at noon on Mon-
day, July 15 to review a lease 
agreement with UARM for 
use of McMillan Park and to 
determine who will bear 
the expense of moving 
the skatepark during 
the phase one reno-
vations of the ball 
fields and tennis 
courts. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to Terri Neu-
gent and council 
member James 
Earl Turner, the 
initial phase of the 
skatepark was through 
city funding as well as 
grants; however the grant 
status does not impact the 

relocation of the park. 
Neugent questioned the 

committee on a suggestion 
for a new location. Turner 

expressed his de-
sire to see the 

park close to 
its original 
proximity 
due to the 
availabil-
ity and 
ease for 
s k a t e -
b o a r d -
ers to 

travel to 
the park. 

Turner also 
m e n t i o n e d 

the “noise” factor 
when considering locations. 

Neugent shared her desire 
to continue adding to Tap-
ley Park while Mayor Seth 
Smith suggested placing the 
park on the other side of the 
creek in McMillan Park or 
behind the pool. 

Discussion was made by 
the committee on the fea-
sibility of Smith’s sugges-
tion due to the terrain and 
elevation found at the park. 
Other options were brought 
forth; however, Neugent 
and Smith stated the loca-
tion should and would be 
determined at a later date. 

The priority was to des-
ignate the responsible party 
for the relocation. 
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