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All Fair sales must be 

finalized by sept. 6th

HOT TUBS!

from $2795

9
4
7
3
V

•• 4779 33944 6127

BIG GREEN EGG

save $100.00

(at the FAIR)

9
4
7
8
V

NEWS 
BRIEFS
A PATRIOTIC CELE-
BRATION and tribute 
to veterans by the 106th 
Army Band of the Arkan-
sas National Guard will 
take place on Saturday, 
September 14 on the cam-
pus of UA Rich Mountain. 
The event will begin at 1 
p.m. and is free and open 
to the public.

POLK COUNTY FARM 
BUREAU will hold its 
annual meeting on Mon-
day, September 16, 2019 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Polk 
County Fairgrounds. The 
meeting is for the election 
of board members, new 
resolutions and the recog-
nition of the Farm Family 
of the Year. All members 
are welcome and invited 
to enjoy a delicious meal. 
Please RSVP by Septem-
ber 6, 2019 by calling 
479-394-3650 or mail to 
PO Box 1139, Mena, AR. 
71953 if you plan to at-
tend.

THE MENA LIONESS 
LIONS ANNUAL DIN-
NER and Baked Goods 
Auction will be held on 
Tuesday, September 24 
at 6:00 PM located at the 
Polk County Fairgrounds. 
The event is casual dress. 
Tickets are $35.00 each 
or table sponsor available. 
Tickets are available at: 
Arvest Bank, Union Bank, 
and First Financial Bank. 
All proceeds go to local 
charities. 

2019 Mena HoMecoMing court announced

THE 2019 MENA HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING COURT was announced during the first Bearcat pep rally of the new football season on Friday, August 30. The 
homecoming court members, determined by student votes, are Seniors: Kiara Kesterson, Paige Evans, Skylar Smedley, and Amy Thompson; Juniors: Allie Martin and Maris-
sa Ortiz; Sophomores: Sarah Grenier and Cassidy Ashcraft; and Feshmen: Kate McDonald and Emmi Hines. Homecoming 2019 will be Friday, Oct. 4 at Bearcat Stadium. 

Mena Regional Health Sys-
tem is gearing up for the Treas-
ure Your Health and Wellness 
Fair to be held on Saturday, 
September 14 at Mena Re-
gional Health System. The 
annual event provides an op-
portunity for MRHS to show 
their gratitude to the local 
community and surrounding 
areas for entrusting the facil-
ity to provide for their health 
care needs. The Fair offers a 

day of free health and wellness 
education, numerous free and 
reduced cost health screenings, 
glucose, blood pressure, diet 
and nutrition, supplements, 
cosmetics, skin care, free 
chair massages, exciting activ-
ities and games for the whole 
family, concession stand, in-
flatables, Defender’s Boxing 
area for the kids, Air Evac 
and Survival Flight helicopter 
tours and membership oppor-

tunities, Police, Sheriff, Fire 
Dept., Drug Take Back, Face-
book Live and Radio Remote, 
Blood Drive, vendor freebies, 
numerous door prizes and 
grand prize drawings. Golf cart 
transportation to and from the 
parking lot will be available! 
Fasting is recommended for 
those participating in the free 
or reduced cost screenings. 
Juice and fruit will be available 
following screenings.

Treasure Your Health 
and Wellness Fair

Members and volunteers 
with the Rotary Club of Polk 
County/Mena are continuing 
preparation for the October 
12th Wheel A’ Mena Bicycle 
Tour of the Ouachita Moun-
tains and the Talimena Scenic 
Drive. The Tour will be staged 
outside of Mena offering a dis-
tance routes of 30, 50, and 70 
miles. 

According to Rotarians, the 
ride provides some of the best 
scenic views in Arkansas with 
much of the ride being high 
atop the Ouachita Mountains 
on the Talimena Scenic Drive.  
The ride will prove to be quite 
a challenge for some with 
multiple steep climbs.   There 
will be multiple rest stops 
and feed stations available on 

course,  and both routes will 
take you through the Queen 
Wilhelmina State Park on top 
of Rich Mountain.

The first 15 miles of the tour 
shares the same route.  At the 
Rich Mountain Community 
the 30 mile route heads up 
the mountain to the Queen 
Wilhelmina State Park, while 
the 70 mile route continues to 
Oklahoma then to the Talime-
na Scenic Drive  and then to 
the Queen Wilhelmina State 
Park.  Both routes return to 
Mena from the State Park by 
way of the Talimena Scenic 
Drive. 

Over the years, cyclists have 
come from across the region, 

ROTARY CONTINUED

ON PAGE 7A

Rotarians prepare of 
annual bicycle tour

STUDENT 

SAFETY
FIRST

Everything went great at Polk 
County schools today (Aug. 20). 
We had extra officers at every 
campus to make sure our kids, 
teachers, and parents felt safe. 
Thank you to my Deputies, Re-
serve Deputies, the Mena PD, 
Arkansas Game and Fish, Arkan-
sas State Parks, and our School 
Security Teams for stepping up. 
While there were no incidents 
at any of our schools today, it 
did provide an opportunity for 
some training for our LEOs, our 
School Staffs, and for our kids. I 
felt like it was a good chance for 
us to assure our kids (and our par-
ents) that we take their safety se-
riously,      reported Polk County 
Sheriff, Scott Sawyer.

The USDA Forest Service 
will conduct an environmental 
analysis using the National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process to determine the future 
use of the Albert Pike Recrea-
tion Area. 

  The environmental analy-
sis will carefully consider the 
physical environment of the 
site, consider public health and 
safety issues, analyze potential 
liability risks, and will provide 
multiple opportunities for pro-
ductive public engagement.

Two of the four loops have 
been closed and overnight 
camping has not been allowed 
at Albert Pike since a flash flood 

killed 20 people at and around 
the campground in June 2010.

“To ensure visitor safety, the 
entire area will remain closed to 
overnight camping during the 
analysis and decision-making 
process,” said Chris Ham, Rec-
reation and Planning staff of-
ficer on the Ouachita National 
Forest.

The use of the NEPA process 
will allow the Forest Service 
to make a well-informed deci-
sion on the future use of Albert 
Pike. The process will involve 
considering the physical envi-
ronment of the site, the current 
and historic hydrologic status 
of the area, assessing the poten-

tial use of emergency detection 
and warning systems, and the 
opinions and comments of the 
public and other stakeholders.

The environmental analysis 
will allow feedback from the 
public and other stakeholders, 
along with a thorough under-
standing of public safety and li-
ability risks, that will help make 
the best decision for the future 
use of Albert Pike.

The environmental analysis is 
scheduled to begin late autumn 
2019. For more information on 
the Ouachita National Forest, 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/
ouachita.

Environmental Analysis to be 
conducted at Albert Pike 

for determination of future use

ALBERT PIKE RECREATIONAL AREA 
(Photo by Elizabeth Horn)
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