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Tom Byrd, Mena Star Publisher

As a relative newcomer to the communi-
ty, I was pleased to accept the gracious in-
vitation to attend Ouachita Little Theater’s 
Benson Award Ceremony Saturday night at 
UARM’s Ouachita Center.  

What I got in return was an entertaining 
and enjoyable evening, but more important-
ly a deeper sense of the remarkable asset the 
OLT is to the community, the passion of our 

local talent,  and the many lives OLT touches 
and influences in a positive way.   

For those not familiar, the Benson Awards 
are held every two years to recognize and 
celebrate the productions and performances 
and honor volunteers for their work both on-
stage and backstage.  The awards are named 
for the OLT’s first president and founder, 
Leda Benson.    The OLT was founded in 
1979, and in the early 

AwArds continued on 9A

Search continues
for missing hiker

On the afternoon of Sat-
urday, June 1, 2019, the 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
received a call about a lost 
hiker on the Buckeye Trail 
in the Caney Creek Wilder-
ness Area east of Mena. The 
Caney Creek Wilderness 
area is a remote and rugged 
mountainous area southeast 
of Mena. It has numerous 
hiking trails.

The hiker, Joshua Mc-
Clatchy (37 year-old male 
from Texas) reported to the 
caller that he was lost some-
where on the Buckeye Trail. 
The Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office and the U.S. Forest 
Service sent a team in on 
the Buckeye Trail but were 
unable to locate him. His 
car was located at the Buck-
eye Trailhead.

On Sunday, June 2, 2019, 
teams from the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Forest Service, OEM, 
Arkansas Game & Fish, and 
the Mena Fire Department 
conducted a more extensive 
search of the Buckeye and 
Caney Creek trails.

Teams were back in the 
area on Monday and an 
aerial search was also con-
ducted.

More searchers from the 

Polk County Sheriff’s Of-

fice, Arkansas Game & 

Fish, U.S. Forest Service, 

and Arkansas State Parks 

were brought in to replace 

fatigued volunteers on 

Tuesday morning as the 

search continued. Sheriff 

Sawyer stated that the fo-

cus of Tuesday’s search was 

Short Creek, an area just 

north of the Buckeye Trail.

“We will do whatever 

it takes to find Mr. Mc-

Clatchy and get him home 

to his family. We will con-

tinue searching and we 

will find him. The area we 

are searching today is ex-

tremely tough to negotiate. 

It’s rocky, it’s steep, and it’s 

thick”.

Sheriff Sawyer stated that 

while lost hikers are com-

mon in the area, most are 

located within a few hours.

At press time, Sawyer 

confirmed that McClatchy 

has not been located.

UA Rich Mountain’s 
scheduled ground-break-
ing has been postponed 
and will be combined with 
their Foundation’s Pic-
nic Fundraiser scheduled 
for June 11. The ground-
breaking ceremony will 
take place at 5:30 p.m. on 
June 11 and 6 p.m. for the 
picnic.  

The public is invited for 
a casual summer evening 
on the Beam Veranda and 
Union Bank Plaza behind 
the Ouachita Center for 
BBQ and all the fixings.

The cost is $30 per per-
son. RSVP by June 8 to 
479-394-7622 ext. 1221 
or by emailing jbarr@uar-
ichmountain.edu.

FLASH FLOODING

OLT Benson Award Ceremony:  
An Affirmation of Our Community

UARM 
Foundation

to host
picnic
June 11

T
ime to gather 
friends and fam-
ily and celebrate 

Mena, Arkansas’ signature 
event this weekend during 
the  42nd Annual Lum & 
Abner Festival June 7th and 
8th at the historic Janssen 
Park located in the heart of 
Mena. 

This annual event is spon-
sored by the Mena Advertis-

ing & Promotion Commis-
sion a festival that just keeps 
getting better. Join them and 
the fun-loving folks who 
make the Lum & Abner Fes-
tival a yearly tradition for 
two full days of attractions, 
events, music, and shopping. 
Turn to pages 3A-6A for ad-
ditional information includ-
ing a schedule and a map of 
the event.

A storm system arrived in 
Polk County late Monday 
afternoon, June 3 dump-
ing more than 2.5” of rain 
in some areas within a two-
hour period prompting a 
flash flood warning to resi-
dents. Pictured is the result 
of heavy rains within the 
ditches and bridge on Race 
Track Road by the Polk 
County Senior Center. In REMEMBRANCE

Family members of the late Dale “DC” Spencer gathered together on Monday, June 3, 
at the entrance drive of Aubrey Tapley Park to commemorate the park entrance as the  
Dale DC Spencer Lane. The Mena City passed a resolution 6-0 during the May regular 
session to change the name from Recreation Lane to honor Spencer for the numerous 
projects that was undertaken by Spencer and for his dedication and contribution for 
Streetscape and the Tapley Park ballfields. (Photo by Easton Leonard)

Lawrence E. Kropp, Judy Kropp and Jessica Kropp take time for a photo opt prior to the 
award ceremony during the Benson awards and dinner held Saturday evening, June 1, 
in the Ouachita Center at UARM. (Photo courtesy of the Ouachita Little Theatre.)

ARCO in Action
Mark Peterson of Breakthrough Solutions Program of the U of A Cooperative Extension 
service listens at ARCO Chairman Gar Eisele and Mena Mayor Seth Smith discuss key 
issues found in Polk County in regard to funding and finance during the ARCO in Action 
meeting held Friday, May 31. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)

Elizabeth Horn, Editor

Polk County and Mena leaders and citi-
zens spent their Friday afternoon amongst 
other regional leaders for the Arkansas Re-
gional Coalition of the Ouachitas in Action 
workshop.

ARCO in Action is a new initiative in the 
partnership between ARCO and the Break-
through Solutions Program of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Cooperative Extension of-
fice.  The purpose 

Arco continued on 2A

Look insidE
For a special Lum & Abner section! 
Find the history of the festival, a schedule of 
events, map of the festival grounds & more! 
Page 3A - 6A


