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 It’s a New Year, Get a New You  
with TIDAL FIT SWIM SPAS.

Swim Spas
from $158 mo

(W.A.C. ask for details)

 Family Fun Pools & Spas • 479-394-6127
2850 Hwy. 71 N. • Mena, Arkansas 8510V99
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The Bob Carver Chari-
table Trust has presented 
the Ouachita Little Theatre 
with a $10,000 grant. The 
money was placed in the 
building fund and will fund 
additional improvements to 
their home, the Lyric The-
atre.

The building that now 
houses Ouachita Little The-
atre was originally built as a 
movie house, The Lyric, in 
1923. The Lyric had three 
other locations, the last of 
which burned in a fire, on 

January 27, 1922. The first 
Lyric opened in Mena on 
Monday, September 12, 
1909. 

After the fire, the build-
ing OLT is in now, opened 
Monday October first, 
1923. 

In three years, the OLT 
will be have its centennial 
celebration. “We want this 
centenarian to look her best 
for the celebration, ” shared 
OLT members.

The OLT is located at 
610 Mena Street.

Ouachita Little Theatre
receives $10K Grant

According to the State of 
Arkansas House of Repre-
sentatives, the following are 
a list of bills that will be ef-
fective on Jan. 1, 2020:

ACT 182 reduces the top 
income tax rate from 6.9% 
to 6.6%.  This will lower 
again to 5.9% in 2021.

ACT 869 requires the 
implementation of the on-
line insurance verification 
system by January 1, 2020. 
In a routine traffic stop, 
the new online verification 
system allows the officer to 
confirm in real time whether 
the vehicle is insured. Under 
the current system, the in-
surance data accessed by the 
officer may be up to 30 days 
old.

ACT 774 requires the 

Department of Finance and 
Administration to provide 
space on individual income 
tax forms for a taxpayer to 
designate more than one ac-

count for the direct deposit 
of the taxpayer’s refund be-
ginning with returns filed 
for tax year January 1, 2020.

ACT 1063 provides 

that a tow facility may tow 
heavy-duty motor vehicles 
as part of a law enforcement 
program if the tow facility 
is licensed by the Arkan-

sas Towing and Recovery 
Board, passes safety inspec-
tions, and complies with 
state and federal laws.

ACT 564 requires the 

annual publication of the 
county budget and the an-
nual financial report of the 
county.

ACT 653 prohibits state 
funding of human cloning 
and destructive embryo re-
search.

ACT 1021 establishes 
the process for governing 
directed trusts and clarifies 
the applicability, principal 
place of administration, ex-
cluded powers, limitations, 
defenses, and duties and li-
ability of trust directors and 
directed trustees.

ACT 866 prohibits a 
business that is subject to a 
business closure order by the 
Department of Finance and 
Administration from con-
tracting or doing business 

with the state.
ACT 822 extends the net 

operating loss carry-forward 
period to eight years for loss-
es occurring in the tax year 
starting Jan. 1, 2020.

ACT 988 amends the law 
concerning the reemploy-
ment of certain retired 
members of the Arkansas 
Local Police and Fire Retire-
ment System. 

The act applies to a mem-
ber of the system who on or 
after January 1, 2020, elects 
to participate in the Local 
Police and Fire Deferred 
Retirement Option Plan, 
retires from the system as a 
participant in the Local Po-
lice and Fire Deferred Re-
tirement Option Plan, or 
retires from the system.

January 1, 2020 laws now effective

The Polk County Quo-
rum Court met for their 
regular monthly meeting 
on Dec. 23, 2019 at the 
Polk County Office Com-
plex with nine of the 11 
Justices of the Peace pres-
ent. 

The November regular 
meeting minutes were ap-
proved by the JPs.

Also approved was an or-
dinance to appropriate to 
county accounts and make 
line item transfers spon-
sored by JP Tawana Gil-

bert as well as a resolution 
designating percentages 
for funding District Court 
operations for the City of 
Mena, County of Polk, and 
town of Grannis for the 
year 2020, also sponsored 
by Gilbert. 

The next Quorum Court 
meeting take place in the 
Quorum Court Meeting 
Room at the Polk Coun-
ty Office Complex (old 
hospital) on Pine Street in 
Mena on Jan. 28, 2020 at 
6 PM. 

Ouachita Little Theatre 
presents a musical tribute 
to the 1950’s and 60’s with 
Johnathan Len in his show 
“Jukebox Memories.”

Len, an entertainer 
who not only per-
forms a song with 
a powerful and 
expressive vocal 
but captures a 
crowd through 
audience par-
ticipation. 

Len has 
traveled and 
performed at 
numerous state 
fairs, festivals, 
and performing art 
centers in over 25 
states. It is no wonder 
that he is gaining attention 
across the country as a new 

singing sensation. 
A native of Paducah, KY, 

Len’s passion to become a 
singer sparked 

at a young 
age after 

attend-
i n g 
l o c a l 
con -

certs. 
I n 

2 0 0 5 
w h i l e 

attending 
a junior col-

lege in Southern 
Illinois, Johnathan became 

the lead singer of the acap-
pella 50’s group, Blend.  

For over 12 years while in 
the group, Len worked with 
many artists including Ron-
nie McDowell, Narvel Felts, 
and Jimmy Fortune, where 
he honed in on what it takes 
to be a successful entertain-
er. 

As a soloist, Len tours per-
forming the songs that we 
all love and shares his stories 
that made him become the 
entertainer that he is today. 

With a repertoire that 
covers music from the 
1950’s and 60’s, along with 
country, and a touch of gos-
pel, Len’s show is fun for all 
ages. 

Admission is $12; one 
performance only, Thursday 
January 9 at 7:30 PM. 

OLT presents “Jukebox Memories”Polk County Quorum 
Court conducts final 

2019 meeting

Ouachita 
Artists Show
Mena Art Gallery’s first 

show in 2020 will be a mem-
ber artists’ show.

The judged show will have 
prizes of $100 1st place, $75, 
2nd place, $50, 3rd and three 
additional $25 prizes awarded.

All mediums are welcome: 
painting, drawing, photogra-
phy, metal work, pottery, fiber, 
glass, etc. Entry dates are Jan. 
4, 2020 10 - 3 p.m. or Jan. 7, 
2020 10 - 4 p.m.

Contact the gallery if you 
need other times to bring in 
your art, but no work will be 
accepted after 4 p.m. on Jan-
uary 7.

Entry forms may be picked 
up at 605 Mena Street, request 
one via email (email@me-
naartgallery.org).


