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M E N A / P O L K 

COUNTY LIONS 

CLUB is hosting a 
Hamburger Cook-
out. Good food de-
livered to your door 
this Friday,  Jan. 15, 
2021 from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The meal 
will consist of a ham-
burger, chips, oat-
meal cream pie and 
bottled water. The 
cost per meal is $6. 
Call John Vacca to 
place your order to-
day at 234-0645. Beat 
the winter blues with 
the taste of summer-
time!

CELEBRITY CHEF 

MARK ANTHONY 

will be coming to 
Mena this January, 
giving three semi-
nars, and seminars 
are all free and open 
to the public! The 
Farm House will host 
Chef Mark on Friday, 
Jan 22, at 4:00 p.m., 
819 Mena Street for 
Simply Incredible 
Health with Chef 
Mark. Additional 
seminars  include In-
credible Health with 
Chef Mark, Saturday, 
Jan 23, 2:00 p.m. at 
the Mena Adventist 
Church located at 
139 Polk Road 43, 
Fairground Road 
and Sunday, Jan. 24, 
3:00 p.m. at the same 
location.

VETERANS CAFE, 
Friday, January 15, 1 
pm at Sherwood Bis-
tro, Mena. Free cof-
fee and opportunity 
for area Veterans 
to get together and 
swap stories.

POLK COUNTY 

HOUSING will be 
closed Monday, Jan-
uary 18th in obser-
vance of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day.

CITY  OF MENA 

will be closed Mon-
day, January 18th in 
observance of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. 
Day.

MENA CITY COUNCIL members Andy Brown, Dwight Douglas, Larry Stewart, Mary Alice 

Head and James Earl Turner were sworn in Thursday, Jan. 7, 2021 by City Clerk/Treasurer 

Linda Rexroad.  Council member Terri Neugent (not pictured) was sworn in by Circuit Clerk 

Michelle Schnell via phone on Jan. 4, 2021. (Photo courtesy of the City of Mena)

IT’S A GIRL! Mena Regional Health System welcomes the first baby of 2021! Proud parents are Natasha Ward and Charles Cogburn of Glenwood, Arkansas.  Baby 
Lyla Lashay Kay Cogburn was born on January 5th  at 8:09AM weighing 8 pounds 7 ounces and measuring 19 inches at the time of her birth.  Baby Lyla was 

delivered by Dr.Rocha.  Pictured from left are Rick Billingsley CNO, Minta Milam RN, Chole Waggoner, Charles Cogburn, Natasha Ward, baby Lyla, Amber Taylor 
RN and Leah Cannon RN with the New Year Baby Welcome Basket, an MRHS tradition. Area businesses who helped welcome the New Year Baby were Allbaugh’s 
Florist, Gabriel Clothing Co., Jansen Avenue Florist, K&K Cleaners, Mena Regional Auxiliary, Nordyke Photography, Papa Poblanos, Union Bank, The Fair Lady and 

Washburn’s. (Photo courtesy of Jessica Smith)

MRHS welcomes first baby of 2021

 The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(ARDOT) will conduct 
an online public involve-
ment meeting about the 
proposed plans to con-
struct northbound and 
southbound passing 
lanes on Highway 71 be-
tween Mena and “Y” City 
in Polk and Scott Coun-
ties. 

The public is invited to 
listen, view meeting ma-
terials, and provide writ-
ten comments. The web-
site will be available for 
comments until 4:30 p.m. 
on Friday, January 29. 

“In my opinion there 
are not enough safe pass-
ing zones to get around 
slow traffic, semis etc,” 
shared Arkansas State 
Representative John 
Maddox on a recent so-
cial media post in regard 
to travel on US Highway 
71. “Since I got in office 
I have been requesting 
more passing lanes on 
highway 71 specifically 
in Polk and Scott Coun-
ties. If you agree with me 
please login to the on-
line ARDOT meeting ... 
and let them know how 
you feel. We must im-
prove our infrastructure 

to make travel safer and 
to help all our local busi-
nesses be more efficient.”

To access the online 
public meeting,  type 
in the following link on 
your browser: https://
vpiph01-040787-me-
na-y-city-passing-lanes-
hwy-71-ardot.hub.arcgis.
com

It will take you to the 
online neighborhood 
public meeting website. 

This website will pro-
vide project materials 
and handouts that would 
have been shown at the 
in-person meetings. 

A separate link (on 
that page) will provide 
a Spanish version of the 
presentation.  

There will also be an 
option to send online 
comment forms to AR-
DOT staff, or you can 
print the form and mail it 
to, Environmental Divi-
sion, 10324 Interstate 30, 
Little Rock, AR 72209.  

If you do not have in-
ternet access, please con-
tact Karla Sims at 501-
569-2000 to ask questions 
about the proposed proj-
ect and how to access 
project information at 
karla.sims@ardot.gov.

ARDOT seeks Public 
Input about Proposed 

Construction of  Passing 
Lanes on Highway 71

NEWS 
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SET TO SERVE

The Polk County Quo-
rum Court met in regular 
session on Monday, Jan. 
4, 2021 in the Polk Coun-
ty Office Complex. Mem-
bers present were Tommy 
Floyd, Tawana Gilbert, Ba-
sil Kesterson, Margo Kimp, 
Troy Lunsford, Terry Scott, 
Terry Terrell, Mitchell Tid-
well and Levi Ellison. JPs 
Chris Daniel and Jim Neu-
gent were present remote-
ly; however, due to state 
restrictions concerning 
remote attendance, Daniel 
and Neugent were only lis-
tening. During the voting 
of the ordinances that eve-
ning, both Daniel and Neu-
gent voted but the votes 
have been stricken per Polk 
County Judge Brandon El-
lison. 

An established meeting 
time of 6:30 p.m. during 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month was voted upon and 
accepted as the day and 
time of the regular monthly 
meeting of the Court. 

An ordinance providing 
for a Levy of a replacement 
one percent sales and use 

tax within Polk County 
for a period of seven years 
was adopted as well as an 
ordinance calling a special 
election in Polk County, 
Arkansas on the question 
of levying one percent sales 
and use tax. According to 
Judge Ellison, the one cent 
sales tax is restricted for 
road and bridge for county 
and general use for cities. 
The tax was first passed in 
2007, renewed in 2014 and 
has a sunset of seven years 
which places accountability 
on the County Judge, May-
or and road crews. 

Polk County receives 57 
percent while cities share 
43 percent by population. 
Should the renewal pass, 
Judge Ellison shared the 
possibility of proposing a 
rollback of the 1.2 millage 
to zero. All road users will 
pay toward the tax instead 
of just property owners 
which included tourists, 
travelers and persons who 
do not pay property taxes. 

The proposed election 
date for the renewal will be 
March 9, 2021.

Quorum court changes time, 
keeps meeting day

THE MENA BOARD 

OF REALTORS met on 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021. 
MABR President Hershel 
Bell called the meeting 
to order followed by the 
reading of minutes and 
committee reports. Guest 
speakers during the meet-
ing were Pasha Watson, 
Polk County Chamber 
Director and Pilar Fowler, 
2021 Chamber President. 
Each spoke about the 
Chamber’s business initia-
tives and plans for Cham-
ber of Commerce events 
in 2021.

NATIONAL HAT DAY 
– January 15, 2021

Get out your favorite hat and
 celebrate National Hat Day this 

January 15!


