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VACATION AT HOME!

Order a
Radiant  Pool

Save up to $250!
Get a FREE Custom

Deluxe Winter Cover
Total savings up to 

$1000!
Sale ends April 30th

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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Arkansas State Parks 
will begin a limited re-
opening of some facilities 
for Arkansas residents 
starting May 1, Gover-
nor Asa Hutchinson an-
nounced on April 28.

“Closing our parks, 
campgrounds, and visitor 
centers has been one of 
the toughest restrictions 
during this pandemic, but 
it was necessary,” Gover-
nor Hutchinson said. “I 
am elated that we can give 
Arkansans the opportunity 
to get out of their homes to 
enjoy our natural resourc-
es again.”

Rental of camp sites, 
cabins, lodges, and RVs 

will be limited to Arkansas 
residents.

Beginning May 1, Ar-
kansas residents with 
self-contained RVs will be 
allowed to stay overnight 
in campgrounds. Bath 
houses will remain closed. 
Check in and check out 
will be automated.

On May 15, State Parks 
will open visitor infor-
mation centers, museums 
and exhibits, gift shops, 
golf pro shops, marinas, 
and equipment rental. Staff 
will limit the number of 
visitors allowed into the 
visitor centers and shops, 
and will enforce social dis-
tancing.

On May 15, State Parks 
also will reopen to Arkan-
sas residents cabins, lodg-
es, and RV rental. Rentals 

will be limited to Friday 
through Monday to allow 
for deep cleaning between 
visitors.

“Arkansans love their 
parks, and we want to in-
vite Arkansans back,” said 
Arkansas Department of 
Parks, Heritage and Tour-
ism Secretary Stacy Hurst. 
“This proposal was re-
viewed and approved by 
Secretary of Health Nate 
Smith before going to the 
Governor for final approv-
al.  These precautions will 
allow Arkansans to enjoy 
camping while maintain-
ing guidelines for social 
distancing.”

Some high-use trails at 
Pinnacle Mountain State 
Park, Devil’s Den State 
Park, and Petit Jean State 
Park will remain closed.

It is once again time 
for Americans to unite 
and pray! This year with 
the Covid-19 crisis our 
annual nation obser-
vance will not be held 
on the courthouse lawn. 
However, we are excited 
to announce that we will 
observe The 69th Annual 
National Day of Prayer! 

First Baptist Mena has 
setup a Facebook page, 
Polk County AR - Na-
tional Day of Prayer and 
the event is called Virtual 
National Day of Prayer - 
Polk County, AR and will 
be published on Thurs-
day, May 7th at noon un-
til 1:00pm. There will be 
links to the categories of 
prayer with an area pas-
tor praying for each spe-
cific one: 

Church - Russell 
Threet, First Baptist;  
Mena Government - La-
mar Austin, Grace Bible;  
Family - Victor Rowell, 
The Crossing;  Education 
- Steve Ellison, Salem 
Baptist; Business - Mark 
Lyle, Mena Church of 
God; Military - Ron Til-
ley, First Assembly of 
God; and Media - Grant 
Geiger, Cherry Hill Bap-
tist.

The National Day of 
Prayer coordinators are 

planning a broadcast that 
will take place that eve-
ning from 7 - 9 p.m. CST. 
It will also be broadcast, 
streamed and posted in 
many ways including 
their website, seen Live 
on their Facebook  page 
and cross-posted by 
many of their ministry 
partners. It can be viewed 
on television on GodTV, 
Daystar, NLC, and Brio 
TV, with more stations 
to come, and on radio 
through Moody and Bott 
Radio Networks. 

The 2020 theme is 
Across the Earth, Habak-
kuk 2:14 (NIV), “For the 
earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the glo-
ry of the Lord as the wa-
ters cover the sea.” 

The National Day of 
Prayer Task Force Pres-
ident, Kathy Branzell, 
said this, “Unprecedent-
ed times call for unprec-
edented prayer! 

This year’s ‘virtual’ 
National Day of Prayer 
Observance may have 
more prayer - and more 
‘pray-ers’ than ever be-
fore!” 

Please join them 
Thursday, May 7th at 12  
noon on Facebook and 
then again at 7 p.m. for 
the Live Broadcast. 

Independent artist Lana 
Gail Coogan celebrates 
the release of her new sin-
gle, “Cool In My Skin” to 
Country Radio Stations 
across the US.  The song 
was written by Peter Cal-
lander and Steve Dean, and 
sends a positive message 
that encourages every-
one to be comfortable and 
happy with themselves in 
their own skin. The sing-
er recorded a 4 song EP in 
Nashville, which was pro-

duced by celebrity Amer-
ican Idol voice coach and 
producer, James Lugo. She 
is being promoted to radio 
by Mach3 Entertainment 
Group in Nashville, and 
plans to eventually release 
all four songs to country 
radio. 

Lana Gail is a long time 
Mena resident, and won 
the local Colgate Country 
Showdown in 2006.  She 
has also starred in many 
OLT plays, including por-

traying Mary Poppins in 
“Mary Poppins” and Patsy 
Cline in “Always…Patsy 
Cline”.  She and her band, 
Gail Force, have performed 
at many local events, and 
she and her husband, Todd, 
are currently the worship 
leaders at Christ Commu-
nity Fellowship. You can 
follow Lana Gail on Face-
book at @lanagailofficial 
or Instagram at lana_ _gail 
for current info and song 
downloads.

As Arkansas approach-
es the end of April, test-
ing for the COVID-19 has 
totaled 45,394 yielding 
42,257 negative results and 
3,137 positive cumulative 
cases. More than 1,000 
Arkansans have recovered 
and at press 109 hospi-
talizations were reported 
with 25 patients on venti-
lators. There have been 57 
COVID-19 novel corona-
virus deaths in the state of 
Arkansas.

Gating criteria set by 
White House opening up 
America has three differ-
ent categories and during 
the Monday media news 
conference, Governor Asa 
Hutchinson broke each 
category down into a chart 
and followed with a status. 
Hutchinson stated that 
Arkansas was on a down-

ward trend. 
Within the Gating Cri-

teria of symptoms: There 
needs to be a downward 
trajectory of flu-like illness-
es within a 14-day period 
and a downward trajectory 
of COVID-like cases for 14 
days. Status: “We are seeing 
a downward trend of both 
daily emergency room vis-
its and flu-like symptoms,” 
shared Gov. Hutchinson.

Gating Criteria – Cases: 
There needs to be a down-
ward trajectory of docu-
mented cases within a 14-
day period or a downward 
trajectory of positive tests 
as a percent of total tests 
within a 14-day period 
(flat or increasing volume 
of tests). Status: The per-
centage of positive tests has 
been on a downward trend 
after the Cummins out-

break on April 14.
Gating Criteria – Hos-

pitals: Each of the Arkansas 
hospitals need to be able 
to treat all patients with-
out crisis care and have a 
robust testing program in 
place for at-risk healthcare 
workers, including emerg-
ing antibody testing. Sta-
tus: Arkansas has had this 
in place for some time.

Hutchinson reported 
the of his two-day testing 
surge was to increase daily 
tests from 1,000 to 1,500. 
On the two days of the 
campaign, Friday and Sat-
urday, they had at or over 
1,500 tests each day. Of the 
most recent 1,506 reports 
only 1.8% were positive, 
which is much lower than 
the 7.5% average positive 
total out of 40,074 tests.

At press deadline, there 

are 316 health workers 
who have tested positive 
for COVID-19, 203 resi-
dents in nursing home and 
115 staff members within 
the homes have also tested 
positive. At Cummins, the 
total number of cases in-
cludes 856 inmates with 32 
tests results pending and 
50 staff with about 15 test 
results pending.

During Q&A, Gov. 
Hutchinson addressed 
the concern of food chain 
supply shortages. Gov. 
Hutchinson stated he has 
been in contact with food 
processing companies. 
“We have 60 food process-
ing plants in Arkansas, so 
those plants are critical 
to Arkansas, the country, 
and the world in providing 
food. Secretary Smith has 
worked with these com-

panies to help them stay 
open,” stated the Governor.  
To date, no plants have shut 
down in Arkansas. 

In regard to tourism 
and the reopening of ho-
tels and vacation sights, 
Gov. Hutchinson reiterated 
that all state park lodging 
remain closed and overall 
hotel restrictions were only 
about out-of-state travel-
ers. Phase 1 still discourag-
es travel, “As we look at cri-
teria moving forward and 
the guidelines on opening 
things up, residents will 
still need to wear masks, 
practice social distancing 
and maintain group size 
limitations,” shared Gov. 
Hutchinson.

During the Saturday 
COVID-19 media update, 
Gov. Hutchinson and Sec-
retary of Education, John-

ny Key, stated that there 
will be no traditional 
graduation ceremonies 
before July 1. After July 
1, they will convene in 
conjunction with the Ar-
kansas Department and 
Health to present updates 
guidelines.

Gov. Hutchinson be-
gan announcing decision 
points leading to May 4th 
on Wednesday, April 29 
with an announcement of 
the restaurant decision; 
April 30 with announce-
ment on gyms decision; 
May 1, announcement of 
beauty and barber salons 
decision; and May 4 places 
of worship and larger ven-
ues.

For continuous and 
updated COVID-19 novel 
coronavirus information, 
visit www. menastar.com.

Arkansas set to meet all ‘Gating Criteria’ of Phase 1

Arkansas State Parks to begin 

limited reopening per the Governor

Local Singer and Recording Artist Lana Gail

Releases Debut Single “Cool in my skin” to Country Radio

Celebrating National 
Day of Prayer, May 7

At time of press, Polk 
County has 8 active pos-
itive COVID-19 novel 
coronavirus cases and five 
recovered cases according 
to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health.  A total of 
242 test results came back 
negative. With the reopen-
ing of the state of Arkan-
sas, the ADH has issued an 
alert in regard to everyone 
wearing a face covering or 
mask in public. 

“When we begin get-
ting back to more normal 
social interactions, we risk 
spreading the virus all over 
again. Some people may 
still have the virus with-
out showing symptoms. 
So, phasing in normal life 
will require MORE dili-
gence in personal preven-
tive measures, not less. 
When current restrictions 
on where we go and how 
we gather are loosened, we 
must double down on pre-
ventive practices. No one 
wants businesses to reopen 
only to have infections 
surge and cause a second 
round of closures,” shared 
the Arkansas Department 
of Health.

For continuous and 
updated COVID-19 novel 
coronavirus information, 
visit www. menastar.com.

COVID-19 in 
Polk County

Catch of 

the Day!
Area fisherman 

Trevor Johnson reeled 
in a four foot, 59 lb cat-
fish on Tuesday, April 
29 at Irons Fork Lake 
just north of Mena.  

We welcome your 
outdoor submissions 
at editor@menastar.
com.

Due to the effects of the COVID-19 
novel coronavirus, The Mena Star 
has had to condense content in the 
print edition. Other news stories, 
WEEKLY COLUMNISTS and 

announcements can be found on our 
website, MENASTAR.COM, or on 

our Facebook page: 
Mena Newspapers, Inc.


