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VACATION AT HOME!

Order a
Radiant  Pool

Save up to $250!
Get a FREE Custom

Deluxe Winter Cover
Total savings up to 

$1000!
Sale ends April 15th

 FAMILY FUN 

Pools 
& Spas 

 
479-394-6127

curb 
service 

available

2850 HWY. 71 N.  
MENA, ARKANSAS
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Birthday Celebrations, Quarantine Style

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARADES took place this past Saturday - quarantine style! Forrest Ogden celebrated 

his 90th birthday while Aurora Pitman celebrated her 7th birthday. Due to social distancing restrictions in 

place for the state of Arkansas as a response to COVID-19 novel coronavirus, no more than 10 people can 

gather for an event, so the parties took to the streets. Friends, family, community members and even local 

firemen and officers took part in the celebrations by driving by each of their homes honking their horns 
and decorating their vehicles for the event. #weareinthistogether

By Easton Leonard 
Sports@menastar.com

Mason Brotherton has 
made his college decision, 
and announced on Tues-
day evening that he will 
join the Kansas Jayhawks 
following his senior sea-
son.

Through his junior sea-
son as the Mena Bearcats 
tight end, Brotherton had 
earned offers from seven 
different schools includ-
ing Texas State, Liberty 
University, Coastal Caro-
lina University, Universi-
ty of Louisiana Monroe, 
Kansas University, Mercer 
University, and the Uni-
versity of Memphis.

Brotherton, 6’4, 242, 
is currently ranked as the 
52nd tight end in the na-
tion for the Class of 2021 
and the 9th ranked player 
in the state of Arkansas, 
according to 247Sports. 

This past season, 
Brotherton caught 21 
passes for 272 yards and 5 
total touchdowns.

On the recruiting pro-
cess, Brotherton noted, “It 
has been one of the most 
exciting processes, but 
also the most stressful.”

“It is extremely hum-
bling to be in this posi-
tion. At first, I didn’t think 
it would happen, but 
when I started getting of-
fers, I knew I had to work 
even harder.”

When choosing a po-
tential destination, Broth-
erton said, “I was looking 
for great relationships on 

and off the field, and also 
a place that just feels like 
home. And with Kansas, I 
feel like it is exactly that.”

Along with his seven 
offers, Brotherton had 
also been receiving in-
terest from Wisconsin, 
Kentucky, Arkansas State, 
West Virginia, Oklahoma 
State, and others.

Mena Bearcat head 
football coach Craig Bent-
ley noted on Brotherton 
saying, “Mason has it all. 
He is obviously very tal-
ented, but what sets him 
apart is his work ethic and 
character both on and off 
the field.”

Bentley added, “I’m 
glad we get him as a Bear-
cat for one more year, and 
I can’t wait to see what the 
future holds beyond that!”

Congratulations to 
Mason on his commit-
ment to the Kansas Jay-
hawks.

Brotherton 
commits

to Kansas

The Arkansas De-
partment of Commerce 
announced earlier 
this week it will award 
$10-million to provide 
financial assistance to 
27 rural hospitals in the 
state whose operations 
have been severely im-
pacted by the corona-
virus pandemic; Mena 
Regional Health System 
will be one of the recip-
ients. The funds will be 
administered through 
the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commis-
sion’s (AEDC) Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant program.

Rural hospitals re-
ceived grants in amounts 
ranging from $200,000 
to $500,000. AEDC 
worked with the Arkan-
sas Hospital Associa-
tion and rural hospitals 
to identify immediate 

needs for assistance.
“It is critical to assist 

hospitals that are work-
ing hard to provide care 
in rural Arkansas and to 
vulnerable populations,” 
said Secretary of Com-
merce Mike Preston. 
“We see the important 
need of consistent, elec-
tive and routine care in 
these facilities to remain 
financially stable. Hospi-
tals are also a major eco-
nomic engine in Arkan-
sas’s rural communities. 
We believe the funds 
will help these hospitals 
weather the storm until 
conditions are back to 
near normal.”

“Rural hospitals are 
the backbone of care for 
hundreds of thousands 
of Arkansans,” said Gov-
ernor Asa Hutchinson. 
“Those with lower num-
bers of beds are partic-

ularly impacted by the 
changes in care brought 
by the crisis. These hos-
pitals are needed now 
and in the future. We 
must continue to sup-
port their operations 
and stand ready to help 
as we work through this 
national emergency.”

In addition to the 
$10-million awarded 
directly to rural hospi-
tals, UAMS will receive 
$500,000 for the Insti-
tute for Digital Health 
and Innovation (IDHI) 
COVID-19 Statewide 
Education Outreach 
Project which will bring 
education and support 
to all Arkansas’s hospi-
tals with an emphasis on 
rural and critical access 
hospitals.

*List of the other 26 

grant recipients can be 

found on page 9.

MRHS among the 27 rural 
hospital grant recipients

On Wednesday, April 
15, 2020, at approxi-
mately 11:52 a.m., the 
Polk County Sheriff ’s 
Office received a call 
about a possible body in 
a creek on Polk County 
Road 71 near Ink. Upon 
arrival at the scene, 
deputies discovered the 
body of an unidentified 
white male in a creek at 
the intersection of Polk 
71 and Polk 194. The 
Arkansas State Police 
C.I.D. was contacted to 
assist working the scene. 

The body was later 
identified as Benjamin 
Dale Gheorghiu, age 44, 
of Mena.

Based on informa-
tion obtained during 
the initial investigation, 
a suspect was devel-
oped. After being inter-
viewed, Hunter James 
Hogan, age 21 of Mena, 
was arrested. Hogan was 
charged with 1st Degree 
Murder and Abuse of 
a Corpse. Hogan is in-
carcerated in the Polk 
County Detention Cen-

ter. 
Polk County Sheriff 

Scott Sawyer stated that 
he wanted to thank his 
deputies and the Arkan-
sas State Police Criminal 
Investigation Division 
for their hard work in 
the case. “They went 
from an unidentified 
body in a creek to hav-
ing a suspect in custo-
dy in a matter of hours. 
This case came together 
very quickly because 
of outstanding police 
work!”

Body found in Ink; Hogan 
charged with First Degree Murder

An Easter morn-
ing, single motor ve-
hicle accident on Polk 
County Road 71 leaves 
one dead and another 
injured.

On Sunday, April 
12, 2020 at 11:15 a.m., 
the driver of a 2003 
Chevrolet Tahoe, was 
headed southbound 
on Polk County Road 
71 when his vehicle left 
the roadway. The Tahoe 
struck more than one 
tree then re-entered 
the roadway and over-
turned. According to 
the Arkansas State Po-
lice Preliminary Fatal 
Crash Summary, the 
vehicle came to rest on 
its driver’s side facing 
West.

The driver, a mi-
nor, was transported to 
Mena Regional Health 
System while the pas-
senger, also a minor,  
was transported to 
Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital where he later 
succumbed to his in-
juries on Wednesday, 
April 15, 2020.

According to Cpl. 
Mike D. Thomas, 
weather conditions 
were cloudy and road 
conditions were wet. 

Single MVA 

leaves one 

dead ; one 

injured

AREA AGENCY ON 

AGING OF WESTERN 

ARKANSAS will be pro-
viding a temporary Rural 
Grocery Delivery service 
available through April 
30. Call 479-259-7359 for 
details. Service available 
in the following coun-
ties: Crawford, Franklin, 
Scott, Sebastian, Logan 
and Polk. Due to grant 
restrictions, this service 
is not available in Fort 
Smith, Barling, Van Buren 
or Alma. 
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The future home for the 

University of Arkansas 

Rich Mountain Bucks 

baseball and softball 

teams continue to take 

shape as construction 

crews clear the land 

and level the dirt at Lee 

McMillan Park. (Photo 

by Tom Byrd)


