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2019 HOT TUB 
CLEARANCE

Save up to  $3,000
(Limited time)
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The Second Annual 
Special Needs Prom will 
take place at CMA Iron 
Mountain on Feb. 8, 
2020 beginning at 5 p.m. 
The Let Your Light Shine 
event will be a Roaring 
20’s Gatsby theme.

Gentlemen, gather the 
pinstripe gangster outfit 
or a vintage 20’s work-
ing man attire for a more 
casual approach. Ladies 

who will be volunteering 
for the evening, be on the 
lookout for the flapper 
dress, seamed stockings 
and cloche hats. 

All ages are welcomed. 
The event will be hosting 
a live DJ, food and re-
freshments and a profes-
sional photographer will 
be on-site. Corsages and 
boutonnières will be avail-
able for attendees and hair 

styling, make up and nails 
will be provided by Sarah 
Vekre. Appointments may 
be made by contacting Sa-
rah at 479-216-4668 or at 
1410R Amsterdam Street 
in Mena.

You may RSVP by vis-
iting the Facebook page , 
Special Needs Prom 2020 
by sending a message or 
contact Eve Strothers at 
479-216-3667.
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MENA SCHOOL DISTRICT was represented proudly at the 6th grade quiz bowl at UA Rich Mountain on 

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020. The 6th grade Gifted and Talented students won 1st place after a long eventful day. 

We are very proud of our students and their hard work definitely paid off. These students were not only 
able to display their vast array of knowledge but they also encouraged each other throughout the day. They 

truly displayed the Bearcat pride. Pictured are: Eli Swall, Kate Wilson, Dax McMellon, Lynnlee Cook, Elliott 

Dugan, Sydney Jones, Levi Neufeld, Jackson Thompson, Max Rocha, Mackenzie Vega, Jayden Cox, Chloe 

Hooper, Brandon Dong, Tripp Hensley, Vally Reppo, Andrew Erickson, and Beck Vacca. 

Quiz Bowl CHAMPS

Arkansas Supreme Court 

Clears the Way for Polk County 

Death Row Inmate’s Execution
SUBMITTED BY THE

POLK CO. 

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE

On Thursday, Jan. 
30,  the Arkansas Su-
preme Court issued a 
twenty-two page opinion 
denying Karl Roberts’ ap-
peal of the Polk County 
Circuit Court’s May 2017 
decision denying his pe-
tition for post-conviction 
relief. Only one justice, 
Josephine Linker Hart, 
dissented from the court’s 
decision. The State was 
represented at the May 
2017 trial by Prosecuting 
Attorney Andy Riner and 
Chief Deputy Prosecuting 

Attorney Jim Henderson. 
Scott Braden and other 
attorneys from the Feder-
al Public Defender’s Of-
fice represented Roberts.  

At the three day trial 
in Polk County Circuit 
Court, Roberts’ attorneys 
argued that his May 2000 
trial was fundamental-
ly unfair because his at-
torneys were ineffective. 
They argued, among other 
points raised in their 257 
page trial brief, that Rob-
erts was not competent to 
stand trial in 2000, that 
the case should have been 
tried in another county, 
that the jurors were bi-

ased, that the courtroom 
atmosphere was prejudi-
cial, that the State pre-
sented false testimony at 
trial, that trial counsel 
offered insufficient miti-
gation evidence, that the 
jury did not consider the 
mitigation evidence of-
fered, and that Roberts 
was categorically ineligi-
ble for the death penalty 
due to his alleged intellec-
tual disability and alleged 
severe mental illness. 

This ruling should ef-
fectively exhaust Roberts’ 
state court claims, and
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The Arkansas Highway 
Commission has sched-
uled a series of regional 
public meetings in the 
first quarter of 2020. The 
purpose of these meetings 
is to educate and inform 
the public while soliciting 
input regarding proposed 
projects that could be 
funded by a continuation 
of the temporary half-
cent sales tax. 

The next meeting will 
be held in Mena on Tues-
day, February 11 at 5:30 
p.m. at the U of A Rich 
Mountain Ouachita Cen-
ter located at 1100 Col-
lege Drive.

This meeting will con-
sist of an open house ses-
sion where attendees can 
view displays and visit 
with Arkansas Depart-

ment of Transportation 
(ARDOT) staff. 

This will be followed 
by a brief formal presenta-
tion on the current fund-
ing and condition of the 
Arkansas Highway System 
as well as the impact that 
continuation of the half-
cent sales tax would have 
in funding system pres-
ervation and new capital 
projects moving forward.

In early 2019, Gov-
ernor Hutchinson an-
nounced his highway 
funding legislative pack-
age that resulted in Act 
416 and a proposed Con-
stitutional Amendment, 
House Joint Resolution 
1018. 

Act 416 provides rev-
enue from motor fuel 
taxes, electric and hybrid 
vehicle registration fees, 
and casinos resulting in an 
estimated $95 Million in
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Early Spring 
predicted by

Punxsutawney Phil

By not finding his 
shadow during a light 
snow covered day on Sun-
day, Feb. 2,  Punxsutaw-
ney Phil has predicted an 
early spring.

According to historical 

records, this was only the 
20th time out of 124 in 
his recorded history (there 
are 10 years where no re-
cord remains) that
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NEWS 
BRIEF

Regional Public 
Meeting set to 
educate public 

on funding 
option

2nd Annual Special Needs 
Prom set for Saturday

THRIVALISTS! Gar-
dening tips and Seed 
Swap will be held at 
the Farm House locat-
ed at 819 Mena Street 
on Thursday, Feb. 20 
beginning at 6:00 p.m.
This is free event.


