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MENA MAYOR SETH SMITH raises the flags on the 
newly refurbished flag pole in Janssen Park as 
members of Mena’s Marine Corps League salute. 
Thank you to the Herbert A. Littleton Detachment 
1261 of the Marine Corps League for refurbishing 
the pole. (Photos courtesy of the City of Mena.)

Municipal candidates 
for 2020 general election
With just 89 days until the November 3, 2020 
general election, the following Polk County mu-
nicipal candidates have filed with the Polk Coun-
ty Clerk’s office: City of Mena: James Earl Turn-
er, Alderman Ward 1, Position 1, 7/29/20; Terri 
Neugent, Alderman Ward 1, Position 2, 7/29/20; 
Dwight Douglas, Alderman Ward 2, Position 
1, 7/29/20; Mary Alice Head, Alderman Ward 
2, Position 2, 7/29/20; Andy Brown, Alderman 
Ward 3, Position 1, 7/30/20; Larry Stewart, 

Candidates continued on page 2A

Rich Mountain Electric 
Cooperative (RMEC) and 
Today’s Power, Inc. (TPI)  
has unveiled the complet-
ed 1-megawatt (MW) solar 
array near the headquar-
ters of the co-op in Mena, 
Arkansas off of Arkansas 
Highway 88.  In recogni-
tion of his 58 years of ser-
vice to the cooperative, the 

solar generation facility is 
dedicated to the retiring 
President and CEO of the 
cooperative, Leon Philpot. 

This project, the Leon 
Philpot Solar Genera-
tion Facility, is one of the 
country’s most advanced 
systems and includes a sin-
gle-axis tracking array of 
approximately 3,800 panels 

that covers about nine acres 
of land. The system has 
been designed to mitigate 
a portion of RMEC’s peak 
demand and will produce a 
maximum peak power of 1 
MW.  TPI installed 1.4 MW 
of DC power to be inverted 
to 1 MW of AC usable en-
ergy.

“Our cooperative net-

work is always working to 
ensure that we have a va-
riety of power resources to 
meet membership needs, 
and renewable energy is an 
integral part of that strate-
gy,” said Leon Philpot, re-
tiring President and CEO 
of Rich Mountain Electric

RMEC continued

on page 5A

1MW Solar System dedicated to Leon Philpot
Rich Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc. unveiled array with Today’s Power, Inc.

Polk County’s
Parade of Heroes

2020
Polk County Rodeo

See PAGe 4AUA Rich Mountain 
has announced that 
in-person classes will 
now start August 24 
with the exception of li-
censed practical nursing 

classes, which will start 
the week originally set, 
August 17.  “This change 
to the start of class-
es allows us the ability 
to better manage the 
criterion and require-
ments set forth by the 
Arkansas Department 
of Health, and it will en-

able us to maintain the 
same calendar as our lo-
cal area public schools,” 
explained Chancellor 
Dr. Phillip Wilson. 

 Wilson also an-
nounced that the college 
will provide a “flex” 

UARM continued

on page 4A

UARM postpones first day 
of class until August 24

POLK COUNTY BACKS THE BLUE DIRECTOR/FOUNDER CODY SHORES (R) presented Mena Police 
Chief Tommy Stueart (L) and Polk County Sheriff, Scott Sawyer (C), with a Blue Line flag as a token of  
appreciation by the organization for their sacrifice, dedication and service in protecting the citizens of 
Polk County. (Photo by Elizabeth Horn)

Small Town America came to life on Saturday, 

August 1, 2020 as kids, canines and citizens lined 

the streets sporting their BLUE and BLACK 

attire in support 

of our Polk County Heroes. 

The celebrated heroes were those who protect and 

serve this place many of us call home -

 the police officer, 

the sheriff deputy, the firefighter, 

the game warden, the first responder and the 

emergency medic and so many more 

who serve us daily on the frontlines. 

Turn to pages 6A-7A for additional

photo coverage from the event.

(Photos by Elizabeth Horn)

(Photo courtesy  of Sandy Tull.)


