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Exclusive tire 

benefits you won’t 
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else in Maine!

Your tire costs are covered with Tires for Life 2.0

*Vehicle must be 8 years old or newer, and have less than 80,000 miles.

Our customers never pay for tires on their new Subaru.
Enjoy FREE tire perks when you buy your car and get 

your regular scheduled maintenance with us. 

Lifetime Powertrain Protection is available on  
select pre-owned vehicles* as long as you own  
the car. Unlimited time and unlimited miles! 

Stanley Subaru goes the EXTRA mile for our guests!

We’re here  

for you, for the 

entire life of  

your vehicle.
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BAR HARBOR TIDES
 Date  High Low

By Nan Lincoln

BAR HARBOR — Mount Des-
ert Island High School continued 
its winning streak at The Downeast 
Regional of the Maine Drama Festi-
val last weekend when it once again 
took top honors in Class A with Sar-
ah Ruhl’s one-act adaption of Vir-
ginia Woolf ’s “Orlando.”

Since 2010, MDI Drama has 
earned 11 Regional Championships 
and two State Championships for its 

performances.
Ellsworth High School’s Mad 

Jesters also won Class B top honors 
with their original one-act about the 
life and death of Marie Antoinette, 
with some contemporary twists.

In the MDI Drama production, 
Ly Dillon, last seen this past fall, 
as an engaging Oliver Twist, took 
home well-deserved acting honors 
for their spot-on portrayal of the 
swashbuckling young poet Orlan-
do, who, like a time traveling For-

rest Gump, manages to touch down 
at many of the important historic 
events and times of the past 500 
years, starting in the court of Eliza-
beth I and stretching to the present. 
Halfway through the centuries, Or-
lando somehow transitions into a 
no-less charming and charismatic 
woman.

And, it appears, it does take half 
of a millennium and a sex change 
for our hero to finally get an inkling 

By Dick Broom

MOUNT DESERT — A few 
opponents of a proposed six-unit 
workforce housing development in 
Northeast Harbor found various ways 
of saying “not in my backyard” without 
actually using those words at the 
Planning Board’s sketch plan review of 

the project last Wednesday.
Mount Desert 365 owns the 0.79-

acre lot at the corner of Neighborhood 
and Manchester roads on which there 
is currently an old single-family home. 
The nonprofit organization wants to 
renovate that home and build another 
single family home and two duplexes 
on the property.

Kathy Miller, executive director of 
MD365, said that a study conducted 
in 2018 in collaboration with Island 
Housing Trust and others showed the 
need for hundreds of homes for people 
who drive on and off Mount Desert Is-
land every day for work.

“So, this is a small drop in that 

By Dick Broom

BAR HARBOR — The school 
committees in all the Mount Des-
ert Island Regional School System 
towns are voting this month to take 
part in planning to replace the cur-
rent school system structure with a 
regional school unit (RSU), which 
advocates say would be more equi-
table and efficient.

Superintendent Mike Zboray 
says it is an early step in a long pro-
cess and doesn’t commit any school 
committee or town to support-
ing the creation of an RSU. In the 
RSU model, there is a single school 
board and a single annual budget 

that covers all the schools in the 
district.

The votes that the school com-
mittees are taking authorize their 
chairs to sign “a notice of intent to 
engage in planning and negotia-
tions with other school administra-
tive units for the purpose of devel-
oping a reorganization plan to form 
a regional school unit.”

A special committee that the 
school system board formed last 
year to look into reorganization 
options has recommended the cre-
ation of an RSU. But first, the school 
system towns must form a Regional 
Planning Committee to come up 

By Malachy Flynn

TREMONT — The Select Board 
was joined by Noel Musson of the 
Musson Group at its meeting on 
Monday to discuss the possibility 
of adopting regulations for short-
term rentals in town. The rental 
properties, and the idea of regulat-
ing them, have been hotly debated 
in town.

Select Board members first dis-
cussed the possibility of a short-
term rental ordinance in December 
2022 after receiving a list of signa-
tures from residents who wanted 
more regulation. The Select Board 
passed the matter along to the 

Planning Board to come up with 
a regulatory process and autho-
rized consultation with Musson at 
a meeting in January.

Musson, a land use planner 
based in Southwest Harbor, has 
done recent work on a similar set 
of short-term rental regulations 
for the town of Mount Desert. He 
advised Tremont town officials to 
start conversations about what par-
ticular issues residents feel need to 
be addressed in regard to short-
term rentals and used the key issues 
behind Mount Desert’s new regula-
tory process as an example.

“The big issues that have come 

By Anne Berleant

KENNEBUNK — The state’s 
commercial lobster fishery contin-
ued its legal push against detrac-
tors with a federal lawsuit filed in 
Kennebunk District Court March 
13 against Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Foundation, claiming it made “false 
and defamatory statements about 
Maine lobster fishing practices.”

The Maine Lobstermen’s Associ-
ation (MLA), with co-plaintiffs the 
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Associa-

tion, South Thomaston lobster pro-
cessor Atwood Lobster, Rockland’s 
Bean Maine Lobster and Port Clyde 
lobster-fishing company Bug Catch-
er, claim that “the Aquarium has 
falsely depicted the Maine lobster 
fishery as being directly responsible 
for right whale injuries and mortal-
ities” and that “consumers’ appetite 
for seafood was ‘driving a species to 
extinction.’”

The Aquarium’s Seafood Watch 
program has defended its assessment 
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aquarium over red-list rating

‘Orlando’ is a winner for MDI Drama

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATT HOCHMAN

An imperious Queen Elizabeth I (Eva Cricklear) becomes besotted with the young Orlando (Ly 
Dillon) in MDI Drama’s production of “Orlando,” which won Class A at The Downeast Regional 
of the Maine Drama Festival last weekend.

Critics, fans of housing development face off

No one said NIMBY, but it loomed large

DRAWING COURTESY OF MD365

An artist’s drawing depicts two of the houses in a proposed workforce housing development in Northeast 
Harbor.
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Fishermen unload their catch at the Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s 
Co-Op on Little Cranberry Island.


