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Inside Today

STUDENT
ATHLETE

Miyah Rogers has
been recognized as a
featured student athlete in the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference. She is
maintaining a 4.0
GPA.
See page 7A
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Carry license requests surge in McDuffie
BY WAYNE PARHAM
wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

McDuffie County saw a
surge in applications for
concealed carry permits
in 2020.
The
probate
court
issues Georgia Weapons
Carry Licenses and in
2019 received 478 applications. In 2020, the office
received 857 applications,
according
to
Judge
Valerie Burley.
During that calendar
year, 817 were completed
and an additional 40 were
submitted and were still

Applications increased 79 percent in 2020
being processed at the
end of the year but will
count in the 2020 tally.
Burley said those have
been sent away but have
not returned by mail yet.
She said with the holidays the printing schedule was behind for the
cards.
Although she an her
staff do not ask everyone
why they apply, she did
notice some things.
“We’ve just had a lot of
violence, a lot of crime,
and with all the stuff

going on the in the world
it just makes people feel
like they just need to try
to protect themselves,”
said Burley. “We’ve had
more elderly people to
apply than we’ve ever
had before, and people
that live alone. And then
we had a lot of young people that have applied.
When they turn 21
they’re in here applying
for a permit.”

See PERMITS,
Page 8A
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The numbers of McDuffie County residents
applying for a Georgia Weapons Carry License
increased significantly in 2020.

Achieving a dream

Inside Sports

BY WAYNE PARHAM

BUCS BEAT
GLASCOCK

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

The Dearing Town Council is exploring pay for the mayor and council members.
“I had an inquiry about city council
members getting paid,” said Mayor
Sean Kelley, in Monday night’s council
meeting.
“Councilman
(Joshua)
Rodgers asked about that after the last
city council meeting and I know it’s
been in discussion, I think, since I’ve

Briarwood Academy
last Friday defeated
Glascock County, but
then came up short
the following night at
Westminster.
See page 1B

Obituaries
Florence R. Bradshaw
Barbara Daniel
Mary C. Denton
Billy Eugene Elmore
Dorothy Faglier
Diana Lee Gant
Ralph Gordon Gay
Wheeler Hall
Leona B. Hawthorne
Donald E. Kendrick
Donald Kitchens
Michael McCullough
Ruben Robinson, Jr
Doris H. Smith
Kimet N. Woolsey, Sr.
Complete obits on page 3A.
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Dearing council
discussing if
they need pay

See DEARING,
Page 8A
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Superior Court Chief Judge Harold Hinesley and Clerk of Superior Court
Connie Cheatham both applaud Jada Shantal Butler. She completed law school
and passed her bar exam, but when it was time to take the oath as an attorney
she chose to travel back to Thomson for the milestone event.

BY WAYNE PARHAM

Even as a child Jada
Shantal Butler knew she
wanted to become an attorney. Last Friday that dream
came true as Superior Court
Chief Judge Harold A.
Hinesley swore her into the

State Bar of Georgia.
In the days of COVID-19,
rather than a handshake the
judge congratulated her
with an elbow bump in his
courtroom after she signed
the book to make it official.
Butler, 28, graduated from
Thomson High School in
2011 and her education trek

BY ERIN BURDITT
eburditt@mcduffieprogress.com

took
her
first
to
Milledgeville and then onto
Atlanta, where she lives
now.
But, when it was time to
take her oath she chose to
come home.

A public hearing to discuss the
McDuffie County Joint Comprehensive
Plan is being held on Jan. 19 at 5:15 p.m.
The hearing will be held at the
Government Services Center in Room
1119.
The comprehensive plan is a document that details future community
plans and goals.
This comprehensive plan is intended
help McDuffie County reach their
vision for the community over the next
10 years.

See DREAM,
Page 10A

See HEARING,
Page 10A

THS grad returns home to take
her oath to become a lawyer
wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Public hearing on
Comprehensive
Plan is Jan 19

City, county building permits show steady growth
BY Denise Etheridge
detheridge@mcduffieprogress.com

Building permits issued
during the past several
years show there has
been increased growth in
the City of Thomson and
McDuffie County.
In 2018 the City of
Thomson issued 8 permits for construction of
new single-family residential units, and in 2019
that number rose to 11
permits, according to
Thomson-McDuffie
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Planning and Zoning
Director Chase Beggs. In
2019, 35 permits were
issued for homes to be
built in McDuffie County,
and
that
number
increased to 55 in 2020,
Beggs told the Progress.
There were also permits
issued for new businesses
to be built, and for some
existing businesses to
undergo renovations or
expansions, according to
the planning and zoning
director.
“In the unincorporated

area of McDuffie County,
we issued permits for
four new commercial
buildings in 2020, compared to no new commercial structures in 2019,”
Beggs said. “One of the
commercial
permits
issued was for the Sprint
Food
Store
on
Washington Road beside
the Interstate 20 Exit 172.
In addition to new commercial buildings, we
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See GROWTH, New construction is evident around the county,
including this new home being built on White
Page 10A Oak Street in Thomson.

