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Woman shoots man in the face Board rejects
Imerys mine
expansion
BY LINDA GREEN

lgreen@mcduffieprogress.com

The woman sought in connection
with
shooting
her
boyfriend in the face early Oct.
4 turned herself in to law
enforcement and has been
charged
with
aggravated
assault.
Jaquella Hill, 27, of the 100
block of Cherokee St., in
Thomson, turned herself in to
the McDuffie County Sheriff’s

Office at approximately 6 p.m,
Oct. 4 for the
shooting
of
Ke o n t av i o u s
Deontra Brown,
20, of the 100
block
of
Jaquella Cherokee Street.
She has been
Hill
sought by the
Sheriff’s Office as a person of
interest in the shooting of
Brown, her boyfriend.

According to Sheriff’s Office
Major Ronnie Williamson, at
1:18 a.m., Friday, the sheriff’s
office was called to University
Hospital McDuffie about a man
there with a gunshot wound.
He said deputies arrived to find
Brown with a gunshot wound
to his face.
“Information developed during this investigation leads us

See SHOOTING,
Page 7A

Top teachers
The Briarwood Lady
Bucs have captured
the region title again
and are working to
prepare for the state
playoffs.
See page 6B
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Patrick Molitor gestures in making points opposing mining expansion on Luckey’s Bridge Road.

Six vie to
become
McDuffie
County’s
Teacher of
the Year

BY LINDA GREEN
lgreen@mcduffieprogress.com

McDuffie County’s planning board said
no to a mining company’s desire to further expand its operations in Dearing.
The McDuffie Planning Commission
denied a variance request from Imerys
Clays, based in Deepstep, Georgia, to
begin kaolin mining of 329 acres of land
abutting Wellmaker/Boneville/Hampton
Davis Roads and 10.5 acres of a 54.54-acre
tract of land on Luckey’s Bridge Road.
The board denied the mining company’s
request to expand onto low density residential properties owned by Culpepper
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The THS Dogs fall
55-13 to Lee County
and now are getting
ready for Baldwin
County on Oct. 18.
See page 1B

Obituaries
William D. Corley
Bella D. Dinger
Bostyn M. Dinger
Bryson I. Dinger
Crystal E. Schaefer
Robert C. Swain
Complete obits on page 3A.
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Six
McDuffie
County
schoolteachers are nominees
for the award that designates
them as the school system’s
Teacher of the Year.
Each of the schools named a
teacher of the year as a
school system nominee to be
named top teacher for 2021.
The nominees are: Bliss
Hawkins, a pre-K teacher at
Dearing Elementary School;
Shanda Hunt, a Georgia history and English Language
Arts instructor at ThomsonMcDuffie School; Pamesha
Ivey, a social studies and reading/English Arts teacher at
R.L. Norris Elementary
School; Beth Shedd, a special
education teacher at Maxwell
Elementary School; Shannan
Smith, a special education
instructor
at
Thomson
Elementary School; and
Ashley Wyatt, a Business &
Computer Science teacher at
Thomson High.
The
McDuffie
County
School District’s 2021 Teacher
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The state fire marshal’s
office is helping ThomsonMcDuffie Fire and EMS
investigate the suspected
arson of a home that
burned Sunday night on
Viola Avery Street.
Thomson-McDuffie Fire
and EMS was dispatched
to 196 Viola Avery Street at
approximately 11:15 p.m.,
Oct. 6 after a passerby
sounded the alarm that
the home was burning.
When the first unit
arrived on the scene, the
house was fully engulfed
in smoke and flames and
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See MINE, Page 8A

Man charged
with burglary
of storage units
BY LINDA GREEN
The McDuffie Progress/Wayne Parham

Six McDuffie County school teachers-Shannan
Smith, Pamesha Ivey, Ashley Wyatt, Shanda Hunt,
Bliss Hawkins, and Beth Shedd are nominees to
become the school system’s Teacher of the Year.
The winner will be named Oct. 28.
of the Year will be named
Oct. 28 during a ceremony at
Thomson High School. The
winner will be placed in a
pool of finalists from across
the state to be crowned 2021
Georgia Teacher of the Year.
The
McDuffie
County
Teacher of the Year will have
responsibilities that include
public engagement appear-

ances, meetings, making public service announcements,
serving on various advisory
committees and making a
commitment to honor the
professional learning opportunities afforded as a result of
being named system teacher

See TEACHERS,
Page 7A
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A Thomson man has been
charged with burglary of
storage units on Hill Street.
David Wayne Reese, of the
300 block of Crawford Ave.
was arrested Oct. 1 for burglary after his name was
revealed
during
the
Thomson
Police
David
Department’s investigation
Reese
into the broken into units.
Police officers and detectives responded
to a burglary call Sept. 29.
According to Police Sgt. Robert Brown,
as the result of thorough investigation,

See BURGLARY, Page 7A

Fire officials suspect arson at Viola Avery Street home
lgreen@mcduffieprogress.com
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firefighters engaged in a
plan of attack to quickly
knock the fire down and
then proceeded to extinguish hot spots. The home
was badly burned and the
rear and side of a Nissan
Altima parked next to the
house was damaged from
the heat and flames.
As firefighters were
doing their duties, neighbors outside were in
search of the occupants.
According to Battalion
Chief Seth Key, who was
at the scene, the house was
searched and one was
inside. He told the people

See ARSON,
Page 7A
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Thomson-McDuffie firefighters perform their duties at 196 Viola Avery
St., a home that burned Oct. 6. Officials suspect arson to be the cause of
the fire.

