
Curtavious Bonner, 30,

of Thomson, has been

sentenced to serve 48

months in federal prison

in connection his being

in possession of a

firearm when arrested by

Thomson Police in 2019.

After entering a plea

agreement to the charge

of possession of a

firearm by a convicted

felon, Bonner was sen-

tenced in

f e d e r a l

court Sept.

30. In addi-

tion to the

four years

in prison,

he will

serve three

years of

supervised

release, pay a fine of

$1,500, and a $100 special

assessment.

The charges come from

July 17, 2019, when police

received a complaint

about a block party at a

home in the 600 block of

Ellington Avenue.

“I took some guys over

there and we did a small

sting operation,” then

Police Chief Anson

Evans said following the

original incident. The

chief said there were peo-

ple and two vehicles in

the backyard of the

home, when he and offi-

cers arrived. “We ques-

tioned people and

checked IDs.”

Bonner was inside one

of the vehicles.

“During questioning, he

got nervous and took off

running,” Evans said.

A short foot chase

ensued, and Bonner was

taken into custody. At the

time of the arrest, Evans

said Bonner was a con-

victed felon and in pos-

session of possessed two

weapons and drugs.

Bonner was booked into

the McDuffie County Jail

and charged with Bonner

has been charged with

possession of schedule I

or II controlled substance

with the intent to distrib-
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Curtavious

Bonner

Cowboy courtesy

The McDuffie Progress/Wayne Parham

Brandon Hill, a rodeo competitor from Twin City, takes time to help out a little

cowboy. Carter Chester, 5, of Thomson, was playing on the fence awaiting the

start of the Will Smith Memorial Pro Rodeo this past Saturday night at The Old

Frontier, when his hat fell off just as the team roper was walking past. For

more photos from Saturday’s rodeo, see page 9A.

County approves equipment for Raysville Fire Station

CVB to host McDuffie Mixer at Wrightsboro Church

The Board of

Commissioners met for

their meeting on

Wednesday, Oct. 6 in the

Government Services

Center.

A public hearing on pri-

vate wells was the first

item the board discussed.

According to David

Crawley, county manager,

the use of a single water

well to supply water to up

to three households may

be allowed, upon being

reviewed and approved

from the planning com-

mission.

“Technically, we can’t

allow that anyway,”

Crawley said. “Anything

that’s ten connections or

less is regulated by State

Health Department, and

we run into the issues as

we discussed Monday

night with multiple indi-

viduals, family members

is the way it starts off, con-

nected to a single well and

then something changes.”

The board voted to
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David Crawley, county manager, looking over items from the agenda

during the Board of Commissioners meeting.
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The next McDuffie

Mixer is set to take place

later on this month.

The McDuffie Mixer

will take place on

Thursday, Oct. 21 from

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the

Wrightsboro Church.

“This is the third one,”

Elizabeth Vance,

Executive Director of the

T h om s o n -M cD u f f i e

County Convention &

Visitors Bureau said.

“It’s a community event

to spotlight a different

local attraction.”

According to Vance,

each mixer was at a dif-

ferent location to bring

light to the significance

to the history of each

location.

Vance said she hopes to

see people from the com-

munity to stop by the

Wrightsboro Church for

the mixer, and she

encourages people to

come out.

“I hope they’ll join us to

learn about the history,”

Vance said.

According to Vance, this

is the most southern

point of where the

Quakers migrated to in

North America.

Vance said there will be

appetizers, wine, and

beer, including the 12

string strut pale ale.

According to Vance, this

mixer happens a few days

before the 150th celebra-

tion, and she felt that this

lined up well because the

community can learn

about the Wrightsboro

Church a few days before

celebrating McDuffie

County.
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Bonner sentenced to serve federal time for guns
BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com
He was caught with guns, drugs at 2019 block party

Local man
enters guilty
plea to Feds’
gun charge

A McDuffie County man is awaiting

sentencing after entering a guilty plea

on one count of possession of a firearm

by a prohibited person.

David Bryson Murphy was indicted by

federal grand jury earlier this year and

charged with the firearm possession

offense. The federal charges stem from

an April 25 traffic stop in McDuffie

County. At the time, Murphy had in his

possession a Heritage Mfg. .22-caliber

revolver.

The plea agreement, which was filed at

the end of September, details that

Murphy knew he should not have a gun.

The plea agreement filed with the feder-

BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

See PLEA,

Page 9A

Obituaries

Complete obits on page 3A.
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LADY BUCS
ADVANCE

Inside Today

Various public safety

officials, churches,

and Town of Dearing

leaders gathered for

National Night Out.

See page 10A

NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT

After two wins

Monday, Briarwood’s

Lady Bucs advance in

GISA state playoffs.

See page 1B
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