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Obituaries

Complete obits on page 3A.

Jimmy Bohler
Virginia Chalker
Rhonda Goforth
Mary Goldman
Mary Langford
Thomas Maxwell
Lois Morris
Judith Thomas
Jesse Williford
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Inside Sports

Jamyes Evans and

Jamon Fanning signed

scholarships to play

football at Hanover

College.

See page 1B.
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Inside Today

The Thomson Police

Department met with

landlords and property

owners in the

Bussey/Dell to discuss

plans for fighting crime

in the area.

See page 2A.

CRIME
FIGHTING

38 indicted in Lincoln Co. cockfighting

Monday in Augusta, two

federal indictments were

unsealed. One of the two

indictments charged 38

individuals in connection

with the Dec. 14, 2019 raid

of a cockfighting tourna-

ment in Lincoln County.

The Lincoln County

Sheriff’s Office and

Georgia Department of

Natural Resources coor-

dinated the raid and

Toombs Judicial Circuit

District Attorney Bill

Doupé worked closely

with the investigation

after the arrests. Doupé

and Rindi Harbeson,

chief assistant district

attorney, joined federal

investigators and prose-

cutors Monday for the

press conference in

Augusta.

“Most people in our

community rightly would

be shocked to learn that

the barbaric bloodsport

of cockfighting still

exists, is happening right

in their midst, and may

involve numerous other

types of criminal activi-

ty,” said Bobby L.

Christine, U.S. Attorney

for the Southern District

of Georgia. “But thanks

to the outstanding coop-

eration and work of our

law enforcement part-

ners, these cruel activi-

ties and a potential bevy

of other criminal activi-

ties have been dealt a sig-

nificant blow in the

Southern District of

Georgia.”

Lanier Augustus

Hightower Jr., 64, of

Lincolnton, along with

six other defendants were

indicted on charges of

Sponsoring or Exhibiting

an Animal in an Animal

Fighting Venture, and

Possession and

Transport of an Animal

BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Special photo

District Attorney Bill Doupé, center, is shown
flanked by Bobby L. Christine, U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of Georgia (left), and
Jason Williams, Special Agent in Charge of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of
Inspector General, during Monday’s announce-
ment in Augusta.

See INDICTED,
Page 8A

A 24-year-old Thomson

man is jailed in Richmond

County after being arrest-

ed on a murder charge in

the weekend death of an

Evans man.

According to a

Richmond County

Sheriff’s Office report,

Terrence Wayne Cumber,

of an address in the 200

block of Timberwood Drive, has been

charged with murder and possession of

a firearm or knife during commission of

a crime.

BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Thomson
man charged
in Augusta
murder

Terrence
Cumber

Dearing man
stabs son
Fathers Day
morning

A Dearing man is jailed

and charged in connection

with the stabbing of his

son in the early morning

hours of Fathers Day.

Jessie James Embry, 63,

of an address in the 5000

block of Iron Hill Road, is

being held at the McDuffie

County Jail. As of press

time Tuesday, bond had

not been set.

Embry is charged with aggravated

assault and possession of a firearm or

knife during commission of or attempt

to commit certain felonies.

Embry is alleged to have stabbed his

38-year-old son, Jasper Embry, in the

BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Jessie
James
Embry

See STABBING,
Page 8A

See MURDER,
Page 9A
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Liz Hill and Brittany Moss, left, pack hot dog dinners in mass quantities as part
of last Saturday’s activities at Springfield Baptist Church. The church offered
free dinners to the community with choices including chicken, hamburgers,
hot dogs, and barbecue.

School board adopts FY2021 budget
McDuffie student retention rates drop

The McDuffie County Board

of Education adopted a $50.2

million general fund budget

for fiscal year 2021 during a

regular meeting June 18 at

Thomson High School. The

school board held two public

hearings on the budget, on

June 4 and June 11.

School Superintendent Dr.

Mychele Rhodes reiterated

that the final budget would

likely be amended once the

district receives confirmed

numbers from the state to

work with, such as monies

based on the QBE (Quality

Basic Education Act) equa-

tion. QBE determines a dis-

trict’s funding amount based

on its total number of stu-

dents. Then a district’s local

“fair share” is subtracted,

before a system receives its

QBE earnings, according to

gbpi.org.

System Comptroller Charisa

Carter has previously said the

QBE allotment makes up

about 70 percent of school rev-

enue.

Rhodes told the school board

during the June 4 and June 11

public hearings that state

funding to public schools

would be cut by about 11 per-

cent. School administrators

had previously been told to

expect a 14 percent cut in state

funds.

The district finance depart-

ment trimmed the FY21 budg-

et by about $1.3 million in

anticipation of state funding

cuts. Projected state funding

cuts to schools are due to a

decrease in state tax revenues,

according to school officials.

Tax revenues are down

because of the coronavirus

pandemic’s impact on

Georgia’s economy, they said.

Local revenue sources cur-

rently make up $11,016,163 of

the general fund budget, and

state revenue is currently set

at $24,310,615. A fund balance

of $14,918,027 is included in

the final general fund revenue

amount.

BY Denise Etheridge

detheridge@mcduffieprogress.com

See SCHOOLS,
Page 8A


