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Obituaries

Complete obits on page 3A.

Amos Dean Couch
Robert Cummings
Virginia Daniels
Jacqlyn Davis
Maitland W. Hobbs
Joan Elaine Iddins
William C. Mabry
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Inside Today

Ground was broken

for a therapeutic riding

center at The Old

Frontier.

See page 2A

RIDING
CENTER

Briarwood Academy’s

Clayton Parrish was

honored with a GISA

Distinguished Service

Award.

See page 6B

A new senior care center

will be making it’s way to

Thomson-McDuffie County.

“We’re trying our best to get

it done,” Glenn Sawyer, owner

of At Home Senior Living,

said.

Sawyer, said there are multi-

ple wings going into this sen-

ior care center.

The first wing is the assisted

living wing, and will have 32

rooms, and the second wing,

for the Alzheimer’s patients,

will have 16 rooms.

The building in total will be

roughly 37,000 square feet,

according to Sawyer.

Sawyer said they will have

an activities director at the

center, but they have not yet

announced who that person

will be.

The executive director is

Shanna Dupree.

Sawyer said once the center

is fully staffed there should be

roughly 35 to 40 employees.

According to Sawyer, one of

BY ERIN BURDITT
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37,000-square-foot senior

care facility being built
Center will also provide memory care

On the march

Police nab
gang member

with meth,
stolen gun

MCSO warns
of increased
local thefts of
catalytic
converters

A local man, who told

police he was a gang mem-

ber, was arrested on mul-

tiple drug charges last

week after police noticed

him walking with a back-

pack in the early morning

hours. Officers discovered

he had methamphetamine

and scales inside the bag.

Andrew Brian Bufford, of

an address in the 1300 block of

Washington Road, July 11 was charged

with methamphetamine - possession

with intent, possession of Schedule I

controlled substance, marijuana - pos-

session less than one ounce, possession

and use of drug related objects, and pos-

session of firearm by convicted felon or

first offender. He is also being help for

Elbert County. At press time Tuesday,

Bufford was still jailed in McDuffie

County and being held on a $31,500

BY WAYNE PARHAM

wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Andrew B.

Bufford

The McDuffie Progress/Wayne Parham

Band camp continues this week at Thomson High School. Members of the band

(from front to back) Ryan Denson, Anastasia Jump, Trinity Robinson , Marco

Cruz, and Katie Clark practice turning to their left Tuesday morning while

marching. For additional band camp photos, see page 3A.

The McDuffie County Sheriff’s Office

earlier this week turned to social media

to alert the public to recent thefts of cat-

alytic converters in the area.

The sheriff’s office reported “experi-

encing an increase in automobile cat-

alytic converter thefts in McDuffie

County” and suggested that “businesses

with vehicles left or parked overnight

are extremely vulnerable.”

According to the sheriff’s office, all

vehicles are at risk of being targeted,

See SENIOR,

Page 2A

See CATALYTIC,

Page 8A

See METH,

Page 8A

Warren 4-Hers design home for governor’s mansion flock

Thanks to a prize-win-

ning chicken coop design

by 4-H and FFA students

from Warren County,

Georgia’s newly estab-

lished First Flock now

has a stately home on the

18-acre grounds of

Governor’s Mansion in

Atlanta.

Born of a conversation

between Georgia First

Lady Marty Kemp and Bo

Ryles, senior director at

National 4-H, the Georgia

FFA and 4-H Ag

Awareness Poultry

Project challenged teams

of Georgia 4-H and FFA

members to submit plans

that would help Kemp’s

dream of a First Flock

become a reality.

Working under a set of

guidelines provided to

teams by the project part-

ners — including Georgia

4-H, FFA, the Georgia

Poultry Federation and

the University of Georgia

Department of Poultry

Science — student teams

submitted proposals that

included a site plan, con-

cept and, in the case of

the winning team, land-

scaping for the project.

Six teams of Georgia 4-

BY MARIA LAMEIRAS

University of Georgia
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Arch Smith; Georgia Poultry Federation President Mike Giles; Warren

County 4-H members Ayden Hill, Faith McNair, Nathan Coffman, Caleb

Griffith, Randy Olive and Thomas Wilkerson; Marty Kemp and Georgia

FFA Leadership Program Specialist Andy Paul are shown at the gover-

nor’s mansion.

See FLOCK,

Page 7A


