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Arrests in THS game gunfire incident

Two McDuffie County youths

have been arrested following a

gunfire incident during the

Thomson-Laney high school

game in Augusta Friday night.

When the two teams meet again

to finish the game on Oct. 14, it

will not be open to the public,

with only coaches, players,

administrators, and medical per-

sonnel allowed in, according to

Head CoachMichael Youngblood.

Just after 9 p.m. on Friday, Sept.

16, Richmond County school pub-

lic safety officers responded to a

fight on the visitors’ side of the

Laney High School stadium. The

game between Thomson and

Laney high schools was in the

third quarter at the time of the

incident, with Thomson leading

15-14.

“Shortly thereafter, shots were

reportedly fired near the gymna-

sium and subsequently it was

found that two vehicles were

struck by what appeared to be

gunfire. Two subjects have been

detained, three firearms were

recovered,” according to a state-

ment from Sgt. Kimberly Lee of

the Richmond County Sheriff’s

Office released later Friday night.

Two individuals have been

arrested and charged in the inci-

dent.

Santana Mance, 17, of Dearing,

and Roosevelt Demmons, 17, of

Thomson, are each charged with

aggravated assault (non-family

gun), possessing weapons in a

school building/grounds/func-

tions, possession of a firearm or

knife during a crime, criminal

damage to property in the first

degree, possession of a pistol or

revolver under 18 (misdemeanor).

According to the Richmond

County Sheriff’s Office incident

report, “While responding to a

call on the 1300 clock of Laney

Walker, DeputyMichael Gaywent

out with several gunshots that he

heard coming from LaneyWalker

High School….BOE officers had

two males detained at the

time….Officers with the BOE

stated that a fight broke out at the

game, and then spilled over to the
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Summer Blevins
crowned Briarwood’s
Homecoming Queen

Summer Blevins was crowned Briarwood’s 2022

homecoming queen during the half-time of Friday

night’s homecoming football game with Gatewood

Schools. Summer is the daughter of Rob and Diane

Blevins of Thomson and is the sister of last year’s

homecoming queen, Savannah Blevins. High school

students voted for their queen on Friday morning.

Photo courtesy of Stevi Wansley

Briarwood Homecoming Queen Summer

Blevins waves to the homecoming crowd

before circling the field in golf cart during

halftime.

Probation for second
Newton DUI arrest

McDuffie County Commission

Chairman Charles G. Newton, 55, was

arrested for driving under the influence

on June 16, 2022. He recently faced the

charges against him during an August

16 court appearance before Judge

Valerie Burley.

At the time of his arrest, Newton was

given a field sobriety test and the

Georgia State Police trooper who

stopped him reported that Newton was

not able to keep his head still and could-

n’t complete the walk and turn test

without using his arms for balance and

swaying. Newton also reportedly could-

n’t complete the one leg stand test and

put his raised foot

down multiple times

during the test.

He was charged with

driving while under

the influence (DUI)

and having an open

container of alcohol

in the passenger area

of his vehicle follow-

ing the traffic stop.

According to court

records, Newton plead-

ed guilty to both charges. He will pay a

fine of $809 and was sentenced to one

day in jail and 12 months on probation.

He is also required to complete 40 hours

Charlie

Newton
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TPD, GBI investigating
Mendel Ave. shooting

The Thomson Police Department has

asked the Georgia Bureau of

Investigations to assist in investigating

a shooting that occurred at a home on

Mendel Avenue around 8:20 p.m.

Saturday night.

Few details are available at this time,

but one man was transported to an

Augusta hospital for treatment.

“We are still investigating the incident,

but it looks like there was some type of

disagreement between two individuals,

resulting in a physical altercation. One

subject had a visible injury to his head

and was transported to the hospital in

Augusta,” said Thomson Police Chief

Courtney Gale on Monday. “The TPD

requested the GBI for assistance.

Investigators are going to interview the

injured party at the hospital this morn-

ing. After they speak, investigators

(TPD/GBI) will review statements, evi-

dence, and determine what charges are

appropriate to the incident.”
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Fentanyl exposure kills one, sends three to hospital

Three EMS personnel in Thomson were

hospitalized briefly last week after

responding to the scene of what investiga-

tors believe is a fentanyl overdose that left

one man dead and another man in medical

distress.

According the Georgia Bureau of

Investigations (GBI), McDuffie County 911

received a call for assistance about a med-

ical emergency at Heritage Villas, 411

Noble St., at 10:12 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept.

14. Personnel from the McDuffie County

Sheriff’s Office and Thomson-McDuffie

Emergency Services responded to the

scene.
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See DRUGS, Page 11A

Hazmat suits

were needed

when first

r e s p o n d e r s

faced fentanyl

exposure on a

call last week.
The McDuffie

Progress/Brian Hobbs


